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The Worldwide Church of God leader said 
it was his “Christian duty” to keep Herbert 

W. Armstrong’s writings out of print. But the 
Philadelphia Church of God now owns the 

copyrights to 19 books and booklets written 
by Mr. Armstrong. That is the magnificent 

court victory we have won.

God’s Work has been revived—as prophesied!

God gave us the victory even though the 
appeals court ruled against us! It is the most 

miraculous event since the Philadelphia 
Church began. Habakkuk prophesied that it 

would be a double-wonder miracle.

God’s message to the world could not have 
been delivered had we lost. The court battle 

tested the faith of God’s people. Most of 
them have failed that test. Conversely, the 

miraculous victory revealed who believes God 
enough to fight for and deliver  

His end-time message!
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Chapter One
Habakkuk Reveals 
the Outcome of 
Our Court Case
This chapter was written for the Royal Vision magazine  
one year before our six-year court battle ended in 2003.

The Philadelphia Church of God (pcg) has been involved 
in a court battle with the Worldwide Church of God (wcg) 
for well over five years now. We have been restricted 

from printing Mystery of the Ages and any other material by 
Herbert W. Armstrong for over a year.

Habakkuk wrote his prophecy in the sixth century b.c., 
shortly before Babylon destroyed Judah. The temple was a 
mess. The priests were terribly divided, arguing about law and 
government. God sent the Prophet Habakkuk to straighten 
them out.

I want to prove to you that Habak kuk’s prophecy revolves 
around our court case. This is new revelation from God!

But I can only prove this to people who have faith. If you 
don’t read this message and apply these words in faith, I guar-
antee that you won’t understand. Habakkuk 1:5 says God 
will work something that people won’t believe even when 
it is spelled out for them. This is why we need to walk by 
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faith—because otherwise we will never understand God’s plan.
Revelation IS the major proof of where God’s very elect 

are! That is a truth you can prove from the Bible. But even more 
than that, it implies law and government. God doesn’t give His 
revelation to a committee—that would result in division and 
confusion. He gives it to one man, as He did to Mr. Armstrong, 
and He holds that man accountable. That implies law and gov-
ernment, implemented by that man, to keep people focused on 
God’s revelation.

Habakkuk’s prophecy reveals what happens when you lose 
that government: God’s revelation is watered down, lost or 
destroyed, and people stumble at the law.

With the world in its last hour (1 John 2:18), doesn’t it 
make sense that God would have something to say about the 
very elect’s five-year court case? He is getting very specific in 
this end time. He has strong feelings about this battle among 
His people.

T H E  M I D D L E  O F  T H E  Y E A R S

“A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet upon Shigionoth. O Lord, 
I have heard thy speech, and was afraid …” (Habakkuk 3:1-2). 
Notice Habakkuk’s attitude: He heard God’s word and was afraid. 
That is the right way to approach God. Habakkuk had a godly 
fear, like Mr. Armstrong (the “Levi” type of Malachi 2:4-5) did. 
He trembled when God spoke.

God only reveals truth to people who fear Him—who 
“tremble” at His Word (Isaiah 66:2). That is why most people 
do not understand Bible prophecy. They don’t tremble before 
God’s Word.

New revelation, such as what you are about to read here 
from Habakkuk, comes only from God. It is how God speaks to 
His very elect! God speaks to only one Church. If He spoke to 
several churches, there would be massive confusion.

God speaks to His Church today. The Philadelphia Church 
of God is unlike any other church in the world, because here 
God speaks through His leader, as He always has. God speaks! 
How much do we tremble?

I believe God has given us more revelation, faster, than any 
church ever! And we shall be held accountable for every word. 
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Why? Because you can prove that our message is taken from 
God’s Word.

“… O Lord, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the 
midst of the years make known; in wrath remember mercy” 
(Habakkuk 3:2). Sometimes God has wrath—especially when 
He sees evil within His own Church. We must pray every day, 
“in wrath remember mercy.” We are sinners, and we must ask 
God for mercy.

The phrase “in the midst” is used twice in verse 2. Gesenius’ 
Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon says that phrase means “the interior, 
midst of a thing; in the middle.” It is referring to the middle of 
the crisis years in God’s Church. Not at the beginning or the 
end, but in the middle (stated twice, for emphasis), God must 
revive His work. Referring to us today, Habakkuk is asking God 
to revive His Work. Habakkuk gets specific regarding this end 
time. We will see that many of his prophecies are surprisingly 
detailed and specifically for our day.

Revive thy Work in the midst of the years. Aren’t we praying 
the same thing today? Revive means to preserve alive, live again, 
recover health, be healed, deliver from destruction of life. 
This is speaking spiritually. Why does the pcg need to recover 
health? Look at our situation, and the one area in which we 
really need to be revived concerns this court case.

The wcg has stopped us from using Mr. Armstrong’s writ-
ings. We won in the district court but lost a split decision in 
the appeals court. We have lost a battle but not the war!

We lost this court case in the middle of the Church crisis 
years. This is so only because we lost one court battle. Now we 
must cry out for God to revive His Work.

The pcg has never needed REVIVING except in the court 
case. This is a prophecy about God reviving us. So we need 
to prepare for a spectacular end! Yes—we are going to get 
Mr. Armstrong’s writings. We must, if we are going to proclaim 
God’s message in the middle of the crisis years, just before 
Christ’s return.

God will complete His Work, and I see no way that it is 
completed yet.

At one time we were printing God’s message—God’s rev-
elation through Mr. Armstrong. Then the antichrist began 
to fight against Christ (1 John 2:18) and stopped us from 
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sending Mystery of the Ages to the largest audience possible. 
That hurt the Work. Now we can no longer disseminate any 
of Mr. Armstrong’s literature. We need to be revived. We didn’t 
need that revival until the antichrist took us to court.

Why is a man called antichrist, and his helpers, antichrists? 
Because they not only rebel against God, they also fight 
against Christ and try to destroy His Work! The most dramatic 
way they do so is in the court case. They are evil beyond words to 
describe. The whole world, though they may not understand, 
can see them fighting against Christ in the last hour.

This is a prophecy for the middle years—to prepare us for a 
spectacular end. I believe that God will have to give us Mr. Arm-
strong’s writings. I state that in faith, and I strongly believe He 
will if we have the faith we need.

In Ezekiel: The End-Time Prophet (which we will send you 
free upon request), I wrote that for the first seven years of our 
work our primary commission was to send Malachi’s Message 
to the Church of God, which was falling away from God. 
After seven years, that became our secondary commission, 
and God inspired us primarily to get Mystery of the Ages and 
Mr. Armstrong’s other writings to the largest audience possible. 
That is still our number one commission today—but we need 
to be revived! And God continues to give us revelation (this 
time from Habakkuk) to show how it will be done.

H OW  L O N G?

Let’s examine how Habakkuk’s prophecy begins. “The burden 
which Habakkuk the prophet did see” (Habakkuk 1:1). 
Habakkuk saw a heavy message—a burden. What was it about?

“O Lord, how long shall I cry, and thou wilt not hear! 
even cry out unto thee of violence, and thou wilt not save!” 
(verse 2). Habakkuk and the righteous Jews of his day were in 
a temple crisis. It was a type of the injustice that was prophe-
sied for the end time.

There is a real injustice going on in this end time. We see it, 
as Habakkuk did in his time, and say, God, how long will you let 
this destruction continue? Why do you keep letting this happen?

How much longer do you think God will allow people to 
withhold His great message from this world? How long will 
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we have to battle for God’s truth? God is making us fight; He 
wants us to stand up for His truth. He wants to know how 
much we love Him. So many of God’s people are just sitting 
and letting the man of sin take it all away. But there is a group 
fighting tenaciously for God.

Only a fool would think God is not concerned about this 
court case. For almost six years this has gone on—the last year 
of which we have been prevented from printing Mr. Armstrong’s 
works.

Our own booklets are not enough to offer on our television 
program. We desperately need Mr. Armstrong’s writings.

We get a good response from our television programs. 
However, without the foundational writings of Mr. Armstrong, 
we can’t educate people deeply in God’s truth.

What is God preparing us for? I believe we are in for a sig-
nificant and dramatic change in this Church. We deeply need 
that material of Mr. Arm strong’s, and I have to beseech God 
and ask, How long will this go on? I see now that the answer is 
right here in Habakkuk.

S T R I F E  A N D  CO N T E N T I O N

“Why dost thou show me iniquity, and cause me to behold 
grievance? for spoiling and violence are before me: and there 
are that raise up strife and contention” (Habakkuk 1:3).

After Mr. Armstrong died in 1986—even after 1989 when the 
pcg started—there was some measure of strife and contention, but 
nothing significant. We simply left the wcg. But here Habakkuk 
discusses real strife and contention! And it is written in the 
present tense. In other words, when this prophecy is revealed, we 
are living it! The whole world can see this strife and contention. 
A lot of people outside the pcg have talked and written about it.

Strife comes from riyb, which means a contest, personal 
or legal. Another meaning is to strive or defend. It also means 
controversy, lawsuit or adversary. Several times in the Psalms, 
David asks God to “plead my cause.” Both plead and cause 
come from the Hebrew word riyb.

Contention comes from madown, which is derived from 
diyn—by implication to judge as an umpire, or to strive as 
at law. The Anchor Bible says the etymology of contention “is 
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closer to the language of the law courts. … It could be sub-
ordinate to what follows. ‘When there was a lawsuit the ver-
dict came out perverted’” (emphasis added throughout). Did 
that happen? It certainly did. Anchor continues, “[I]t could be 
describing corruption in the courts of the land.” Have we seen 
that? Yes, we have.

In these first few verses Habakkuk talks twice about vio-
lence, which merely means unjust gain by cruelty or lawless-
ness. One Bible scholar says iniquity in verse 3 is a technical 
legal term for a court dispute. Grievance means injustice. 
The Companion Bible explains it as “sin viewed in light of the 
trouble it causes and of its burden and its grievousness.” Where 
have we beheld injustice and grievousness?

All of these words directly relate to our court case!

T WO  I N D I V I D UA L S

Notice the phrase at the end of verse 3, “there are that raise 
up strife and contention.” Jamieson, Fausset and Brown 
Commentary shows that it is really speaking of an individual: 
“In the English version the relative ‘that’ is to be understood—
literally, ‘there is (he that) raiseth up strife and contention.’” 
One man is raising it up. How?

Spoiling in verse 3 means desolation and destruction. This 
too is referring to a man. In fact, it is the same man spoken of 
in 2 Thessalonians 2:3 as the son of perdition, or destruction. In 
other words, the phrase “spoiling and violence are before me” 
in Habakkuk 1:3 could read, “the spoiler [is] before me.” 

If you look at the court case physically, it is hard to under-
stand why one church would go to such effort and expense 
simply to destroy what we’re doing. But if you understand Satan 
and his demons, you clearly recognize that there is a force out 
there intent on destroying God’s truth! People have pressured 
us to make a deal to resolve this dispute. But we won’t compro-
mise or make a deal with such an evil force—we will only fight, 
using any means at our disposal! [See the Epilogue on page 38 
for an overview of how this case unfolded.]

“Therefore the law is slacked, and judgment doth never go 
forth: for the wicked doth compass about the righteous; there-
fore wrong judgment proceedeth” (verse 4). The Anchor Bible 
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continues by saying that wicked and righteous here also refer to 
individuals: “The text is best left as it is: … the righteous (one) 
is a specific individual. … Or the teacher of righteousness there 
from verses 3 and 4 is enough to show that this person was 
identified as the ‘righteous one’ and the wicked priest was the 
‘wicked one.’” In other words, there is a man representing God 
and a man representing the devil, and they each have a church 
supporting them. The Companion Bible says “the lawless one” 
compasses about “the just one.”

This is about two men who are battling. This would not be 
happening if we weren’t in this court case!

L E G A L  L A N G UAG E

Habakkuk 1:4 mentions the law being slacked, meaning feeble 
or faint. Has that happened in God’s Church? Yes. Many minis-
ters don’t like the law today.

Notice the legal language Habakkuk uses: “judgment doth 
never go forth … therefore wrong judgment proceedeth.” 
Judgment comes from mishpat, which means a verdict, pro-
nounced judicially. One commentary says it is to pronounce 
sentence or litigate—which is to get a lawyer and go to court. 
Gesenius’ describes it as “the sentence of a judge … especially 
used of a sentence by which penalty is inflicted … sentence of 
death … to pass a hard sentence upon one, to impose punish-
ment upon him.” Our adversary would sentence this Church to 
spiritual death if he could.

Lange’s Commentary says of wrong judgment, “the sentence 
goes forth perverted to injustice. … Mishpat is not merely a 
righteous verdict. … [T]he meaning would be: there is no more 
any righteous verdict given ….” This is unquestionably about 
a court battle. The Anchor Bible says, “the juridical language 
of verse 4 is unmistakable”—juridical relates to the adminis-
tration of justice, the office of a judge, a lawsuit or verdict—
“or it could be describing corruption in the courts,” speaking 
of human courts. Other commentaries say this verse is about a 
“formal lawsuit.”

There appears to be a contradiction between the two phrases 
“judgment doth never go forth” and “wrong judgment pro-
ceedeth.” But the judgment is on two levels. Within the wcg, 
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judgment never goes forth. Its leaders are simply antichrists. 
But within the courts of the land, sometimes the judgment is 
perverted; other times you’ll get a right decision. In the lower 
court we won, but in the upper court an unjust decision was 
handed down that never should have been made.

The Anchor Bible says, “Magistrates have perverted jus-
tice. … The second part of Habakkuk’s first prayer is unified 
by the language of legal disputation. … There are quarrels (or 
lawsuits). [It] would mean that a court case takes place; the 
wicked win the suit.”

Part of verse 4 in Soncino says the wicked one “literally ‘sur-
rounds,’ hems in the liberties of, the righteous.” Has this man 
hemmed in our liberties? Yes, he has! How could he do that 
except in a court case? Throughout history, it has been almost 
routine for God’s people to be in court battles, at  loggerheads 
with the law of the land.

There is a warning in all this for the court system. It’s true 
that God will condemn the Laodiceans—but He will also con-
demn the courts of this land. They have never had an easier 
case to decide than this one. Their bad judgment condemns 
them. Their time is coming—the final judgment is almost here! 
By the end of the book of Habakkuk it talks about nuclear 
winter. Events in this world are about to trigger that night-
marish scenario! Habakkuk says it is time to get urgent.

WO N D E R  M A RV E L O U S LY

Notice verse 5, remembering that this is all in the context of 
the court case: “Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, and 
wonder marvelously: for I will work a work in your days, which 
ye will not believe, though it be told you.”

“Behold ye … heathen.” God is specifically talking to His 
people who have betrayed Him through the worst kind of treason 
and become heathen! As John says in his first epistle, they went 
out from us and began fighting Christ! (1 John 2:18-19).

God says He wants them to “wonder marvelously.” The 
Hebrew says “wonder, wonder”! Something is about to happen 
that should overwhelm us with wonder. What is it?

God says He will raise up a work that people or the hea-
then who have never known God’s truth will also hear about 
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but won’t believe—and this is in the context of the court battle. 
I believe this has already been fulfilled in general, but is God 
also saying there will be a specific fulfillment related to the 
court case—a specific miracle—that will fill God’s people with 
wonder? A miracle that will remove the injustices and destruc-
tion? Do we have the faith to believe?

I believe we will see something dramatic on the scene very 
soon! I can’t read these verses any other way. This is in the 
context of a revival, and a court battle, and God says a double 
wonder is coming. God is going to revive His Work, and I 
believe it is starting with this new revelation! [One year after 
that was written, the wcg agreed to sell us the copyrights.]

M R .  A R M S T R O N G ’ S  B AT T L E

The Church faced a life-and-death struggle with the courts that 
began in 1979. Mr. Armstrong fought with all the strength he 
had.

He wrote in a letter to the Church at the time, “This may be 
the most important letter I have ever written. The very life of 
God’s Church and His Work hangs in the balance.” The fact is, 
churches die! We must have faith to keep God’s Church alive!

“This letter may have to be long,” he continued. “I want you 
to know all the facts about this master-blow of Satan to destroy 
the Church of God through the civil power of the state, in fla-
grant violation of the Constitution of the United States!” What 
the wcg is doing to us violates the Consti tution as well. For 
someone to talk about his “Christian duty” to keep books out of 
print is not constitutional!

Mr. Armstrong continued, “[A] tremendous injustice was 
done through the courts and judges of men. I knew 52 years 
ago, that as they persecuted Jesus, so would they me—and His 
people—if I surrendered and was baptized and received the gift 
of His Spirit. I counted the cost. And now I am paying it!—and 
unjustly! …

“I have told you this was actually precipitated by my own 
son [Garner Ted Armstrong], whom I still love in deep sorrow. 
My son, just before I excommunicated him, stood over me as 
I was seated, thundering, ‘Dad, I could destroy you!’ His wife, 
Shirl, telephoned saying, ‘This is war!’ My son said in a letter 
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that this is a war I can’t win because, he said, it is a nationally 
known television personality fighting me.”

But Mr. Armstrong’s son didn’t win.
This co-worker letter is reprinted in the second volume of 

the Autobiography. The paragraph I just quoted has been cut 
out—edited by men who thought they were somehow quali-
fied to edit God’s apostle when he wrote a letter like that. 
Where did that thinking get them? Where are those men 
that would have the arrogance and the rebellion to say so 
many evil things about Mr. Armstrong, but who don’t want 
anything in his autobiography about war in the Church or 
about what Garner Ted and his wife did? We need to know 
what happened and what can happen to any one of us if we 
unjustly edit God’s apostle. 

This is a war. What happened to all those men who were so 
free in editing what Mr. Armstrong wrote? They are no longer 
around. Mr. Armstrong warned that the Church was drifting 
into a careless, lukewarm spiritual condition. We in the pcg are 
the only ones who have survived that debacle!

Mr. Armstrong said, “Don’t ever worry about God or Christ 
forsaking us or His Work. He won’t! We need to be concerned 
about whether we have begun to veer away to some extent from 
Him—have we unknowingly begun partly to forsake Him?”

WO R L D  C R I S I S

Right after Habakkuk discusses this miracle in the court case, 
he reveals what is about to happen on the world scene. “For, 
lo, I raise up the Chal deans, that bitter and hasty nation, which 
shall march through the breadth of the land, to possess the 
dwellingplaces that are not theirs” (Habakkuk 1:6).

God is going to use the Chaldeans, or the Holy Roman 
Empire, to punish America, Britain and the Middle East Jews—
along with God’s own Laodicean Church, the same sinning 
church that has fought against or failed to support God’s own 
Work in this court case.

These are the times we are living in! We are watching 
Habakkuk’s prophecy—even on the physical level—beginning 
to unfold before our eyes! In response, we must take on an 
appropriate level of urgency in our relationship with God.
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S E E K I N G  CO R R E C T I O N

Look at Habakkuk’s attitude. In chapter 2 he said, “I will stand 
upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to 
see what he will say unto me, and what I shall answer when I 
am reproved” (verse 1). Some commentaries believe Habakkuk 
didn’t have a good attitude here. In fact, he had a great attitude! 
Habakkuk went to his tower to see what God would say. He 
wanted to be reproved by God!

The Anchor Bible states that stand “specifically indicates the 
respectful posture of a courtier attending on a king or of the 
heavenly hosts waiting on the Lord.” He went to God with a 
very submissive, childlike attitude. He sought God’s correction. 
That is why God spoke to him and revealed His prophecy.

This is the kind of attitude that we must have for miracles to 
flow. Then God speaks to His Church through new revelation.

The expression “stand upon my watch” is a military expres-
sion. Habakkuk was a spiritual soldier, waiting and watching 
so he could concentrate all his senses on God’s revelation. He 
did all he could “to see what he [God] will say.” God always 
speaks to His Church through a man like Habakkuk. He reveals 
His precious truth.

Each individual has the responsibility to prepare himself for 
God’s revelation as Habakkuk did. It is a rare person who will 
receive and love God’s revelation.

Until Christ personally comes to this Earth, this is the way 
it will work. God will pour out His revelation if we just believe 
what He has to say. God wants people like Habakkuk who 
won’t talk back to Him, who will go to Him to hear what He 
has to say. He wants people who seek correction.

God is proclaiming His message today, and people with faith 
want to be a part of that.

AT  T H E  E N D  I T  S H A L L  S P E A K

“And the Lord answered me, and said, Write the vision, and 
make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it” 
(Habakkuk 2:2). God answered Habakkuk. Where is God 
revealing His answers today? We don’t have to guess. We must 
not guess!
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What is God’s plan? What is God doing? Where is God 
working? God answers all of our questions. He is the living 
God—our Father. A loving father answers his child. But the 
child must be submissive to God’s government.

God promised to reveal His answers in the end time. Where 
are those answers? You are reading some of them.

The pcg has beseeched God for revelation, and now we are 
writing this vision down. God commands us to make the vision 
plain, and we are. People can now read it and run—they can 
become urgent in this last hour. It is a time not to walk, but run 
spiritually!

Weapons of mass destruction are proliferating rapidly; ter-
rorist groups are arming for religious war; the nations of Israel 
are collapsing morally, and will soon collapse economically, 
politically and militarily. Meanwhile, Europe is quickly moving 
toward a full-scale resurrection of its imperial past. The Middle 
East is ready to explode and drag the whole world into the 
deadly morass. And God asks, “[W]hy will ye die, O house of 
Israel?” (Ezekiel 33:11). Nations are going to die if we don’t 
wake up and heed God’s warning!

If ever there was a time to run, it is now!
“For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it 

shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will 
surely come, it will not tarry” (Habakkuk 2:3). God is speaking! 
We have waited for revelation, and now God is giving it to us.

“[A]t the end it [the vision] shall speak.” Has it spoken to 
you? The REVELATION has come, just as God prophesied. The 
vision has spoken. That means justice will also come to God’s 
very elect—“at the end.” God has spoken. It must come.

A specific time “appointed” by God is upon us. The new rev-
elation in Habakkuk is a specific sign that shows where we are in 
prophecy. Be patient and wait—this prophecy will be totally ful-
filled. It “will not lie”!

The Anchor Bible states, “These few ‘prose particles’ are 
enough to show that the discourse is not general, but is referring 
to specific topics and concrete objects.” God is getting extremely 
concrete and specific. We now see Habak kuk’s prophecy is 
about a concrete, specific court case at a precise, appointed time.

God is filling in the details as never before in this end time. 
We are going to be left without excuse.
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L I V E  B Y  FA I T H

“Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but 
the just shall live by his faith” (Habakkuk 2:4). This goes back 
to speaking of those two individuals: one whose soul is not 
upright, and another who is just—“the just one” it should read. 
The Companion Bible refers to them as the “lawless one” and the 
“righteous one.” Their followers are also lawless and righteous.

This first man is “lifted up” by pride and vanity. One trans-
lation says he is a proud, treacherous person. Of the second 
man the Anchor Bible says, “The words of encouragement in 
verses 2 and 3 are addressed to the prophet, who we suggest is 
himself the righteous person of verse 4. The continuity of what 
follows requires identification of the person whose rapacity is 
described in verse 5.” In other words, here are two men who 
each represent a church, one of which is a work of faith, and 
the other, a work of pride and vanity.

Satan and his man are real. So must God and His man be real 
to you!

There is a god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4). There is a 
man of sin (2 Thessalonians 2:3). We know all about that. But 
there is also a prophet of God we must understand as well.

Some people don’t like me to talk about government and 
one-man rule. But that is what God is talking about!

This just man must live by his faith. He believes God and 
lives by the Bible. And every one of you should follow that 
faith—not the man. If you really want to live—if you want God 
to fill your life with stunning miracles and exciting growth—
you must live by faith. That is the only way this work can reach 
the largest audience possible. 

We must fight this court battle in faith! A few members who 
have thought we shouldn’t be involved in this case have left the 
Church. Now we see that the court case is prophesied! Where 
would we be if we hadn’t stepped out and fought in this court 
case? We would be Laodicean. 

Faith is not a fuzzy thing. This is the real world, and our 
faith must be based on specifics like what Habakkuk is talking 
about. Many people reject the fact that Habakkuk is discussing 
specific events and personalities in this end time. But that atti-
tude shows a lack of faith.
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The court case is fought by people who live by God’s 
faith in them (Galatians 2:20). Only the faithful will fight 
this war. As Paul said, we must “fight the good fight of faith” 
(1 Timothy 6:12).

People of faith know that we were commissioned by God 
to reach the largest audience possible with Mr. Armstrong’s writ-
ings. Therefore we fight for God’s revelation.

Satan tries to extinguish this light—the lamp—for the 
world. Without those works and the revelation given to the pcg, 
this world would be in total darkness.

A  P R O U D  M A N

Habakkuk gives some startling detail about the enemy we face. 
“Yea also, because he transgresseth by wine, he is a proud 

man, neither keepeth at home, who enlargeth his desire as hell, 
and is as death, and cannot be satisfied, but gathereth unto him 
all nations, and heapeth unto him all people” (Habakkuk 2:5). 
He transgresses—a man. There is a specific man fulfilling this 
prophecy spiritually today; the physical fulfillment will come 
shortly. 

The International Critical Commentary explains, “As with 
wine, the wrongdoer vaunteth. He hath more than enough, but 
he is not filled; who enlargeth his desire like sheol [the grave] 
and like death he is not sated but gathers to him all the nations, 
and heapeth to him all the peoples.” He is just trying to draw 
all the members and prospective members to himself.

Of the statement that this man “is as death,” the Anchor 
Bible says, “[T]he imagery is quite concrete. It is death as a 
monster that opens its maw. The insatiable hunger of death is 
shown by the fact that its meal of the living never ends.” This is 
talking about eternal life and death. There is a man out there 
eating people alive spiritually! There is no end to his desire to 
destroy people’s eternal lives! He destroys people’s faith, and 
they die spiritually (2 Thessalonians 2:10). This is nothing to be 
casual about—this is what we are up against!

“Shall not all these take up a parable against him, and a 
taunting proverb against him, and say, Woe to him that 
increaseth that which is not his! how long? and to him that 
ladeth himself with thick clay!” (Habakkuk 2:6). Again, this 
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is within the context of the court battle. It occurs before the 
Tribulation. The work of this man will be smashed in the 
Tribulation. Here is a man trying to increase what is not his. 

Why are Mr. Armstrong’s writings “not his”—that is, they 
don’t belong to this man in Habakkuk 2:6? Because revealed 
truth comes only from God, and God ALWAYS expects His 
people to proclaim that truth. This man is doing the oppo-
site. He wants to destroy this truth and suppress it from the 
whole world!

This evil rebel has already been judged by God.
How could he try to increase what’s not his except through 

the courts? He couldn’t come and forcibly take Mystery of the 
Ages from us—he needs the help of the court. And that’s when 
Habak kuk responds by saying, How long, God? How long will 
you allow him to do that?

Why is Mr. Armstrong’s literature not this man’s? We could 
argue this forever, but that’s what God says. He may have a 
court on his side, but God has already ruled on this issue. The 
Supreme Court of heaven says it is not his property! So we don’t 
have to worry about what the courts of this land say; we look to 
God. (But we always try very hard to be obedient to the laws of 
this land.) Mystery of the Ages belongs to God and to the people 
who are trying to deliver it to the largest audience possible!

Satan has struck a dangerous blow against this Church by 
forbidding that printing. This is not an easy battle. It wasn’t 
easy for Jesus Christ to sweat blood to keep Himself going in 
spite of the persecution He faced, but He did it. Sometimes we 
have major obstacles in fighting the man of sin today.

COV E T I N G  G O D ’ S  H O U S E

Habakkuk 2:9 says this evil man coveted a house. Gesenius’ 
Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon says, “steward, a servant set over the 
household and the other servants; … a royal house, a palace.” 
Another definition is, “the house of God, temple.” We must not 
forget that God’s house was once on the wcg’s Pasadena prop-
erty—the Ambassador Auditorium, the building Mr. Armstrong 
dedicated to the great God, which he always referred to as the 
house of God. The auditorium is the only house on Earth built 
and dedicated exclusively to the great God!
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Another definition is “family.” God honored His Family by 
letting them use this house. God always puts the emphasis on 
the spiritual. However, the house probably also means God’s 
physical house. [It has now been sold.] God is very concerned 
about that house, and I believe He is pointing to it as a symbol. 
(For more information write for our free booklet on Haggai.)

“Thou hast consulted shame to thy house by cutting off 
many people, and hast sinned against thy soul” (verse 10). This 
evil man is “cutting off many people”—from what? From God 
and the truths He revealed to Mr. Armstrong!

This antichrist is destroying the faith of many Church mem-
bers and prospective members. Now he is trying to destroy the 
pcg, God’s faithful remnant, in this court case.

God pronounces “woe to him”! (verse 9).

T H E  CO N N E C T I N G  B E A M

“For the stone shall cry out of the wall, and the beam out of the 
timber shall answer it” (Habakkuk 2:11). This verse undoubt-
edly has a spiritual and a physical application. Stone, wall, 
beam, timber—these are elements of a physical house.

Who can understand this verse of great symbolism?
Stone is referring to God (i.e. in Genesis 49:24 He is called 

“the stone of Israel”). Christ isn’t silent or passive about what is 
going on. He is crying out today through the pcg!

Beam comes from kaphiyc, which means to join together or 
connect. Strong’s Concordance says it is a girder beam to con-
nect. What is it connecting? Soncino says this beam is “derived 
from a root meaning ‘to fasten’ and signifies ‘a connecting 
girder.’” Put this in context with the court case.

This verse says that a Stone cries out, and this connecting 
beam answers. The present court battle is over Mystery of the 
Ages. Mystery of the Ages provides a synopsis of the whole 
Bible. It binds everything we believe together. It connects all 
of our doctrines. All of the foundational mysteries of life are 
revealed in that book. Every vital question about life’s purpose 
is answered.

This beam summarizes all of our doctrines. This beam con-
nects the whole spiritual building. It’s as if it holds the whole 
building together. Jamieson, Fausset and Brown Commentary 
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calls it “the main rafter connecting the timbers in the walls.”
Mystery of the Ages would unite the wcg and all its dis-

senting groups, if they believed its message!
Jess Bravin, a journalist from the Wall Street Journal, said 

all of the wcg dissenting churches have a great interest in this 
court case.

The Stone is crying out. But are they heeding that cry?
The main emphasis of the court case is on the beam—

Mystery of the Ages. God personifies the Stone who cries out.
That house has experienced all of the good and evil 

described here. Now the Stone is crying out about this mon-
strous evil. The Stone cries out about this court case and His 
revealed truth, and also about the evil that is impeding God’s 
Work.

Mystery of the Ages contains all of the vital answers. Study 
that book and the Bible is no longer a mystery. It should 
remove the confusion and blindness from God’s Laodicean 
churches! It shows where the Stone is! It points to God’s gov-
ernment and His law.

Mystery of the Ages should connect all of God’s people to the 
Stone. It should hold the temple, or Church, together. It should 
unify God’s people into one voice.

But sadly, no church outside the pcg even wants that book! 
At least, not enough to fight for it. Therein lies their main 
problem. They don’t love God’s truth (2 Thessalonians 2:10), 
and they lack Habakkuk’s faith.

Habakkuk is speaking of our court battle. We are getting 
quite a lot of publicity. All the other churches are glued to this 
case. It’s as if, through the pcg, the Stone is crying out, and 
Mystery of the Ages answers.

If you don’t look at these verses with faith, you’ll think this 
is nonsense. But remember, the Bible is a coded book, and it 
takes God’s Spirit to decode it. God only decodes the Bible for 
people who use that Spirit and walk by faith.

There was a physical house of God on Earth. These verses 
personify that house. There is a dual meaning—spiritual and 
physical houses.

Mystery of the Ages was the first book of Mr. Armstrong’s 
the pcg printed (except for the uncopyrighted 1945 version of 
The United States and Britain in Prophecy, which we are still 
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able to print). That started the whole battle. God inspired us to 
realize that we needed that book, but then He let Satan attack 
us. The whole issue, in God’s mind, is determining how much we 
love His truth.

Why is God discussing a physical house in Habakkuk’s end-
time prophecy? First of all, this is a spiritual message. But there 
was also a physical house of God on this Earth with great spiri-
tual meaning, and God is deeply concerned.

W H O  A N D  W H AT  I S  G O D?

The first mystery solved in Mystery of the Ages is who and what 
is God. That is the most magnificent and wonderful question 
ever asked in the universe! Knowing that brings us all together. 
All people will have to learn that truth, or they will have no 
future. Where is God today? If He is alive, where is He? If you 
know who and what God is, you will know where He is doing 
His Work. You will know where the Stone is. You will know 
about the law, the government and every other doctrine, all of 
which are unified by that connecting beam, Mystery of the Ages.

What is the cause of problems in the Middle East? It is a 
clash of two religions that are misled about who and what is 
God! They often want to kill each other! Religion is the cause 
of so much division in this world! They may get angry when 
we tell them this, but they don’t know God!

God condemns false religion as being the major cause of all 
the world’s evils. The most powerful nations of Israel are going 
to be destroyed by a church-state power that is now rising on 
the European scene.

The whole world is deceived (Revelation 12:9), and that 
includes religion—religions that don’t know who and what is 
God!

Remember, the first religious challenge Mr. Armstrong faced 
was dual: First it was the Sabbath question, which involves the 
special covenant that reveals where the people are who know 
the true God; next it was evolution, which takes God out of the 
picture. God raised up a man who brought God right back into 
the picture! There is no truth so important as who and what is 
God! But sadly, even God’s own people—95 percent of them—
don’t deeply know God.
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None of the other dissenting groups from the wcg want 
Mystery of the Ages. Most of them want the pcg to lose the court 
case.

Such reasoning only condemns them. They are really saying 
they don’t truly know who and what is God! That is why God 
says they are blind Laodiceans (Revelation 3:14-17).

In Acts 17:16-31 Paul talked to the philosophers of Athens 
about the unknown God. You don’t know God, he was telling 
them. Even Jesus Christ, at the end of His ministry, had only 
120 faithful disciples (Acts 1:15). How many people really know 
God? Most Christians believe in a “trinity.” They don’t under-
stand the Father and Son, and the fact that God is opening 
His Family to mankind. The gospel is all about God building a 
family. How many people understand that gospel?

God says that an ox knows its owner, but Israel does not 
know God (Isaiah 1:2-4). When are we going to believe God 
and His Word? Apparently only unparalleled suffering will 
teach that awesome lesson.

Soon we will teach the whole world who and what God is. 
Mystery of the Ages will fill the Earth.

S ATA N ’ S  W R AT H

Chapter 2 of Mystery of the Ages addresses angels and evil 
spirits. This book exposes Satan as no book on Earth. The devil 
hates and fears exposure most of all. He is in a fitful rage and is 
trying to destroy Mystery of the Ages. Never has this Work suf-
fered such wrath. So far he has been dangerously successful. 
But we must not let him succeed. God is on our side. Now each 
one of us must walk by “his faith.”

Satan knows that if he can destroy Mr. Armstrong’s writings, 
God’s message cannot reach the world. Spreading that message 
is the very reason why we are called now!

Through Habakkuk, God is telling us not to be discouraged 
because He is going to revive His Work before our eyes! And it 
will be in the context of the court case.

Satan is working on our members intensively. We must be 
grounded in Mystery of the Ages—that connecting beam—to 
withstand those attacks. And we must trust God when He says 
He will deliver us, even if it takes a while!
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Even our prospective members are being attacked. It seems 
some will be coming along, and in just a short time something 
happens and they stop coming. God’s Church members need to 
be praying for them all the time—our co-workers and prospec-
tive members.

The world has never seen violence as it is seeing today, 
in the Middle East and all over the Earth. Why? “There fore 
rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the 
inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come 
down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that 
he hath but a short time” (Revelation 12:12). Satan knows his 
time is almost over! “And when the dragon saw that he was 
cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought 
forth the man child” (verse 13). His first target is the Church. 
We have to expect that.

Satan’s rule is about up. Now is not the time to give in! Now 
is the time to take the victory!

“And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, 
that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where 
she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from 
the face of the serpent” (verse 14). God will protect His people 
from the devil.

Events are poised to explode in this world. People, including 
the Laodiceans, are about to get to know Satan and his demons 
through the worst suffering ever!

T H E  O T H E R  M Y S T E R I E S

Mystery of the Ages Chapter 3 discusses the mystery of man. 
We are here to replace those evil spirits in their positions of 
rulership.

Chapter 4 talks about the mystery of civilization. If you 
understand what man’s civilization was founded upon, you 
know exactly why the world is in such violent turmoil today.

Chapter 5 is the mystery of Israel. The Laodiceans don’t 
want The United States and Britain in Prophecy. They reject 
that book and don’t understand the third of the Bible that is 
prophecy.

Chapter 6 is the mystery of the Church. How many people 
understand this truth? This chapter reveals the purpose of the 
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Church. In fact, this reveals why it is so important that we pub-
lish Mystery of the Ages and get as many people studying it as 
possible. If pcg members really studied and believed Mystery of 
the Ages, they would never leave the true Church!

There was a voice crying out in the Philadelphia era under 
Mr. Armstrong. And there is a voice crying out in the Laodicean 
era from the pcg. But do the Laodiceans understand? No, they 
don’t comprehend the mystery of the Church chapter. They no 
longer understand God’s purpose for the Church.

Finally, it is the mystery of the Kingdom of God chapter 
which unveils the Family of God. How can all the conflicting 
ideas in the world—even the various splinter groups of God’s 
Laodicean churches—ever unite? The only way is through 
family—the Family of God. If people don’t want to be part of 
the Family, if they don’t want “one-man rule,” or God’s govern-
ment, or God’s law, they’ll never be part of that Kingdom.

L A B O R I N G  I N  T H E  F I R E

“Woe to him that buildeth a town with blood, and stablisheth 
a city by iniquity!” (Habakkuk 2:12). This is talking about the 
blood of God’s people! If we don’t get this message out, we are 
guilty of the nations of Israel’s blood! God is a God of justice, 
and He holds us accountable for the truth He has revealed to 
His Church through Mr. Armstrong and me. That truth must 
be proclaimed to Israel and the world! That is why God reveals 
it! He wants to give to this world. Having the blood of God’s 
people on your head is a terrible guilt! (Ezekiel 33:7-9).

There could be no stronger warning to all the Laodiceans 
than this!

“Behold, is it not of the Lord of hosts that the people shall 
labour in the very fire, and the people shall weary themselves 
for very vanity?” (Habakkuk 2:13). That’s right—many of God’s 
people today are simply laboring in the fire! Eternal life really 
is at stake! Many of the Laodiceans are working, but it is all for 
vanity, and they are laboring in the fire! Fifty percent of God’s 
people will die forever! This is dangerous knowledge.

Jesus Christ took His work seriously. He came to Earth and 
had His body beaten and mangled to the point where His bones 
were protruding through His flesh. He worked so hard that 
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He sweat blood! People who shrug off their calling, or who 
think this isn’t the way God does things, don’t know who and 
what God is! They won’t humble themselves so God can reveal 
Himself to them.

This is not a chess game. We are here to receive eternal 
glory or eternal death! And there is not much time to qualify!

“For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the 
glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (verse 14). Here 
is what our work is all about. This process of spreading God’s 
knowledge has already started, and it will be completed in the 
Millennium. This is what our fight for Mystery of the Ages is 
for—filling the Earth with the knowledge of God’s glory. God 
has given us this commission. It isn’t vanity. Why is God’s 
Church here today? To fill this world with His truth!

It “shall be” done in the future. Not yet. Not in the middle 
of our end-time crisis years. But we have started the process. 
That is why we try to reach the largest audience possible. This 
Work of God will continue until this marvelous prophecy is 
fulfilled! This is where our work is leading. Habakkuk reminds 
us of our wonderful goal.

We are not motivated by vanity. We are motivated by God 
to fill this Earth with His truth as the water covers the seabed.

‘ C H R I S T I A N  D U T Y ’

“Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour drink, that puttest 
thy bottle to him, and makest him drunken also, that thou 
mayest look on their nakedness!” (Habakkuk 2:15). Some 
people were sober, and a man made them drunk. They knew 
God’s  precious, revealed truth, and he pressured them into sur-
rendering to the devil.

This chief rebel strips them of all their spiritual clothing. 
Then he gloats as he looks upon their nakedness. That naked-
ness was also prophesied (Revelation 3:17-18).

Woe unto him—a man. This is what can happen if you trust 
a man. Habakkuk is speaking spiritually—of God’s Church.

In his book Transformed By Truth, Joseph Tkach Jr. wrote, 
“We feel it is our Christian duty to keep this book [Mystery 
of the Ages] out of print … because we believe Mr. Armstrong’s 
doctrinal errors are better left out of circulation.” Is this just a 
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wish that he has? Or is it something he will fight for fiercely, 
to make sure no one is ever able to get that truth of God? He 
wants to suppress Mr. Armstrong’s “doctrinal errors”—which 
refers to everything of significance Mr. Armstrong ever wrote! 

In the language of Habakkuk, this man considers it his 
“Christian duty” to strip their clothing off and look on their 
nakedness! An ugly picture. But like Satan, he comes as an 
angel of light. He makes it sound so nice—he would never do 
this if it weren’t his “Christian duty.” But He’s following another 
christ! He’s saying, I don’t want ANYONE to read this book ANY 
PLACE on Earth! 

Who is really behind that kind of global passion? That is 
Satan’s message. Revelation 13:11 talks about a beast that looks 
like a lamb but speaks like a dragon.

“Thou art filled with shame for glory: drink thou also, and 
let thy foreskin be uncovered: the cup of the Lord’s right hand 
shall be turned unto thee, and shameful spewing shall be on 
thy glory” (Habakkuk 2:16). Do you want to lose your glory? 
Some of God’s people are getting into the worst kind of shame. 
What glory they had—and now what shame! 

God will uncover the foreskin of this filthy, Satan-led spiri-
tual pervert. That means his putrid spiritual life is going to be 
exposed! This is a very ugly portrayal.

And remember, this is all in the context of the court case. If 
we had won in the appellate court, this could never have hap-
pened. We would not have exposed the wcg and the devil as we 
are doing now—as Habakkuk prophesied! God is leading our 
cause. We must trust Him, and we must believe His prophecy.

None of our prophecy is more timely than this. God 
revealed new prophecy to us after we stepped out in faith and 
fought for Mystery of the Ages. But now we have lost the second 
round, and God has revealed very specifically why: Satan and 
those he inspires must be exposed.

We lost a battle, but we will win the war. God has said that 
we must prophesy again (Revelation 10:11), and nobody can 
stop God’s Work but God!

Even this new revelation signifies the beginning of some-
thing more serious for this man. We need to watch for dramatic 
developments—I suspect quite soon.

“For the violence of Lebanon shall cover thee, and the spoil 
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of beasts, which made them afraid, because of men’s blood, and 
for the violence of the land, of the city, and of all that dwell 
therein” (Habakkuk 2:17). Look at Lebanon today. This is a 
prophecy that Lebanon would be in disastrous ruins in the 
latter days! Those who have destroyed God’s truth are going to 
experience a similar disaster.

They are guilty of “men’s blood” because they failed to 
deliver God’s message.

T E AC H E R  O F  L I E S

“What profiteth the graven image that the maker thereof 
hath graven it; the molten image, and a teacher of lies, that 
the maker of his work trusteth therein, to make dumb idols?” 
(Habakkuk 2:18).

This teacher (singular) of lies is in God’s own Church. He is 
getting God’s own people to look to dumb idols. Idols means 
anything worthless or vain. Graven image means a vain object 
of worship. The man has a kind of worship, but he is not wor-
shiping the true God. Molten image could be a covenant or an 
offering to a false god—a false god inside God’s own Church! 
This man is rich and increased with goods, and that helps 
him to teach his lies. Lies means a way of life contrary to the 
law, one that breaks God’s covenant. This teacher of lies has a 
gigantic lust for physical things!

The Hebrew-Greek Key Word Study Bible says the word 
teacher (Hebrew yarah) “definitely has the connotation of 
aiming or controlling.” He doesn’t run a haphazard operation; 
it is controlled, and it is aiming at something. It has the design 
of the devil. In Numbers 21:30 and 2 Chronicles 35:23, yarah is 
translated shot; in 1 Samuel 20:36 it is shoot. Satan is spiritually 
aiming and shooting at God’s people through this man! When 
yarah is used, there’s always someone behind the shooting. 
2 Thessalonians strongly indicates that this man is possessed. 
It’s as if the teacher is an arrow shot by the devil.

Satan is controlling people through a man, and the only 
thing standing in his way is the faithful remnant of God’s 
people. One manuscript has the word bitterness for teacher. 
I believe that is absolutely right because we are dealing with 
Satan’s bitterness! Usually that bitterness is expressed through 
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a man. How could you break God’s law as much as Satan has 
and not be extremely bitter? And he got a man inside of God’s 
Church to become antichrist and begin fighting Christ and His 
spiritual Jews. That is what we are facing in court today.

“Woe unto him that saith to the wood, Awake; to the 
dumb stone, Arise, it shall teach! Behold, it is laid over with 
gold and silver, and there is no breath at all in the midst of 
it” (Habakkuk 2:19). This is the fifth woe against this man in 
Habakkuk 2 (the others being in verses 6, 9, 12 and 15). That 
is God’s number of judgment. Here this man is pictured just 
bowing down before a piece of wood! There is no sense in it, 
but God’s people are doing it.

K E E P  S I L E N C E  B E F O R E  G O D

Now, a beautiful verse: “But the Lord is in his holy temple: let 
all the earth keep silence before him” (Habakkuk 2:20). Don’t 
forget, the context is the court case. God is in His temple, and 
the whole world ought to keep silent before Him. 

The main evidence that God is in His temple is the new rev-
elation, such as this from Habakkuk! He is not going to come in 
thunder and lightning, or destroying armies—yet. But His temple 
is in full service because He is speaking. God has a lot to say 
during this court case. He is telling the whole Earth to be quiet 
and listen! They are not ready to do that yet—the Laodiceans 
even talk back to God! But let me tell you: They ought to be lis-
tening to this revelation and listening to what is coming upon 
this world. God is not some dumb idol. Those who don’t listen to 
His voice now will have to learn the hard way. If we, on the other 
hand, keep silent and listen, we will see some dramatic changes.

Some of God’s people can’t tell the difference between the 
living, omnipotent God and a dumb idol! That is the greatest of 
spiritual disasters.

God is speaking through new revelation. Just because people 
refuse to listen doesn’t change that fact. The whole Earth 
should carefully listen and heed His warning. If they don’t, 
their immediate future is black and gloomy. But soon this world 
will change its course—after intense suffering.

How wonderful and spectacular to be honored to hear and 
heed God’s voice. Where is there a greater blessing than that?
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M A K E  K N OW N

“A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet upon Shigionoth” 
(Habakkuk 3:1). Shigionoth means crying aloud. That’s what we 
are doing, even in this court case—crying to God. We will get 
answers if we heed the next verse.

“O Lord, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O Lord, 
revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the 
years make known; in wrath remember mercy” (verse  2). 
Habakkuk feared God. That is a condition for receiving revela-
tion: First we must fear.

Habakkuk said he heard God’s speech. How did God speak 
to him? With thunder and lightning, as He did from Mount 
Sinai? No—as far as I can tell, God spoke to him in the same 
way God speaks to me. Do we hear God’s speech—His new 
revelation?

The Laodiceans are failing today because they don’t fear God. 
They don’t tremble at His Word. God is speaking today and they 
refuse to hear. They would rather look to speechless idols.

Do you hear God’s speech as Habakkuk did? About 95 percent 
of God’s own people are refusing to hear His new revelation, so 
this is not an easy process. But the rewards—even today—are 
monumental.

Why is God revealing most of Habakkuk now? Because He is 
about to revive this Work in the middle of the years. We must 
believe it! We are about to see miracles from God! They have 
already started because He’s revealing Habakkuk to us—words 
shaped by the Spirit and revealed by the Spirit.

If God reveals Habakkuk, then it follows that He is going to 
revive this Work soon if we walk by faith. It must happen in the 
middle of our crisis years—not at the very end. The new revela-
tion is proof that God will revive our work!

This new revelation also proves that we are walking by faith. 
We must continue. If so, we cannot lose. God will revive His 
Work. Probably most of it will be done through His people, as 
is usually the case.

Make known, Habakkuk says, means to really know God. 
That is a euphemism for sexual intercourse! How will people 
get to know God—through punishment, or through these 
inspiring words? What is it worth to know God? We are just 
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the tiny beginning of this whole world coming to know God. 
All that black, gruesome violence in Jerusalem is connected 
to the return of Jesus Christ, when He will make God known 
to the whole world from Jerusalem—a marvelous work and a 
wonder!

The whole world is about to become God’s Family. What a 
joyful wonder!

M O U N T  PA R A N

“God came from Teman, and the Holy One from mount 
Paran. Selah. His glory covered the heavens, and the earth 
was full of his praise” (Habakkuk 3:3). Mount Paran is prob-
ably within the area where the place of safety will be. Petra is 
in this vicinity. This time, though, Christ doesn’t have 10,000 
saints with Him (Deuteronomy 33:2; see the last chapter of our 
booklet No Freedom Without Law).

The International Critical Commentary says it’s better to put 
this chapter in the present tense. In other words, it’s happening 
right now. That means Christ comes from Mount Paran in the 
middle of this court case. What was He doing in Mount Paran? 
Why would He be there now? We must put this in context with 
the fact that we are Christ’s Bride, and that our loving Husband 
protects His Bride and prepares for our safety and protection.

Within a short time of the Septem ber 11 terrorist attack, 
terrorists tried to bomb Petra. Did Christ stop that Himself? 
I don’t know, but I think it is reasonable to believe that our 
Husband will come to our aid personally when He needs to. He 
came or is coming from Mount Paran today for some purpose.

These verses indicate Christ will be personally involved in 
the court case. This is all going to lead to the Earth being “full 
of his praise.”

V I C TO R Y

“And his brightness was as the light; he had horns coming out of 
his hand: and there was the hiding of his power” (Habakkuk 3:4). 
God sometimes hides His power. We didn’t see it in the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals, did we? But that doesn’t mean our 
faith is hidden. And God’s power will not remain hidden.
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“Thou didst march through the land in indignation, thou 
didst thresh the heathen in anger. Thou wentest forth for the 
salvation of thy people, even for salvation with thine anointed; 
thou woundedst the head out of the house of the wicked, by dis-
covering the foundation unto the neck. Selah” (verses 12-13). 
This too is before the Tribulation. God is going to save His 
people and His anointed. 

And God will also wound the head of the wicked, just as 
in Amos 9:1. That man—certainly that organization—will be 
exposed and wounded. The word wound (Hebrew machats) is 
translated smite in Numbers 24:17, pierce in Numbers 24:8 and 
pierced in Judges 5:26. Never in Scripture is it used to denote 
destruction. The man of sin and his work will be destroyed in 
the Tribulation. But this is a wound in the middle of the years. 
The Revised Standard Version says God will “[lay] him bare 
from thigh to neck”—a real exposure!

Again, this is all about two men, one whom God will save 
and another whom God will wound.

What if we had never tried to acquire Mr. Armstrong’s lit-
erature? Well, we would not understand this revelation from 
Habakkuk! In fact, we wouldn’t even be here with the Creator 
of the universe who speaks to His people. God has to guide the 
man in charge to fight the battles that He wants fought.

God is in His Church. He looks after us with special, loving 
care, tender mercy and kindness, as no man or army of men 
ever could. This Church means so much to Him. What won-
derful truth He gives to His Bride! We are about to claim a vic-
tory! God is going to save His people.

All I am is a delivery boy. I don’t say that just to sound 
humble. The message I’m delivering is God’s. How does that 
involve you? You have to help me deliver that message if we are 
to escape the Tribulation.

We are so honored to be part of this marvelous work and a 
wonder. Keep your mind on this Work so we can get the job 
finished, and then God can usher in His glory to all the Earth.



Chapter Two
Germany Rises and 
Conquers—Again

The book of Habakkuk was originally delivered to the Jews 
just prior to the Babylonian captivity and destruction of 
Solomon’s temple. It was meant to be a sober warning of 

their imminent destruction and captivity!
Their terrifying ordeal was only a type of our immi-

nent destruction today. When you see the ancient Assyrians 
(modern Germany) on the rise and God’s Church divided, 
destruction and captivity are at our doorstep! Is Germany on 
the rise? Yes! Has there been a split in God’s Church? For those 
willing to see, yes!

T H E  CO M I N G  C H A L D E A N S

If you truly understand the book of Habakkuk, it is clear that 
God is doing a new work through the Philadelphia Church. 
A major thrust of the pcg’s work is a call to repentance. The 
majority of the Laodiceans will refuse to listen. But sooner 
or later God will get their attention—if not now, then in the 
Tribulation. You see, there is another part to this story. God 
has never allowed His nation or Church to reject Him without 
severe punishment. If the people of God will not believe God’s 
call to repentance through the Philadelphia Church of God, 
then He’ll add another dimension to get their attention.

“For, lo, I raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty 
nation, which shall march through the breadth of the land, to 
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possess the dwellingplaces that are not theirs” (Habakkuk 1:6). 
Who is God talking about? He is going to bring back a 
Babylonian power to get people’s attention. We know this is 
referring to the new Babylonian system rising up in Europe, led 
by modern Germany—the “bitter and hasty nation” (singular). 
For those willing to hear, God is showing that when the split 
in the Church occurs, He will also raise up the beast power 
(request our free booklet Germany and the Holy Roman Empire).

Its rise to power will be much more dramatic after our 
court-case victory!

The split in God’s Church occurred in December 1989, one 
month after the Berlin Wall came down in Germany, paving the 
way for Germany’s reunification. Germany is now becoming 
the financial powerhouse of the world. The Holy Roman 
Empire is ready to burst on the world scene. The 10 nations are 
almost in place. All that has to happen is for someone to tie it all 
together. When that happens, the greatest time of human suf-
fering will begin!

The United States has become the largest debtor nation in 
the world. America and Britain are plummeting from power. 
Soon they will be enslaved if they don’t repent.

The pcg court victory is the very strongest kind of warning 
to God’s people! It dates the prophecy of Habakkuk in a most 
dramatic way! It is a time to shift from walking to running. 
Time is almost up!

God is working things out according to His appointed 
time. God is very upset with the deceit going on within His 
Laodicean churches. God has made a very difficult decision. 
Instead of putting the Church back on track through some 
faithful man, He has raised up another work to warn the 
Laodiceans. If they won’t hear, God will move to the next stage 
of His plan.

E V E N I N G  WO LV E S

“They are terrible and dreadful: their judgment and their dignity 
shall proceed of themselves. Their horses also are swifter than 
the leopards, and are more fierce than the evening wolves: and 
their horsemen shall spread themselves, and their horsemen 
shall come from far; they shall fly as the eagle that hasteth to 
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eat” (Habakkuk 1:7-8). Eventually God is going to correct His 
errant Church. The same punishment God will place on the 
U.S. and Britain (biblical Israel) will be inflicted upon all of 
God’s own Church members who accept a slacked law (verse 4).

Habakkuk saw the Chaldeans as wolves. Wolves are inter-
esting creatures. They will sleep and fast all day in order to be 
ready for the hunt at night. The Prophet Isaiah also saw Israel 
being attacked at night. So Israel and God’s Laodicean Church 
will become the prey of “evening wolves.” These wolves not 
only eat the meat of their prey; they also eat the bones! A 
fierce, hungry nation is now rising on the world scene that will 
destroy and plunder the U.S. and Britain—and God’s Church 
that has gone off track. Laodicean leaders can say repeatedly, 
“the end-time Elijah has not come,” or “my Lord delays His 
coming,” or “forget about prophecy,” but that will not change 
the terror that is coming! wcg leaders have rejected the proph-
ecies Mr. Armstrong taught the Church for decades. But that 
will not stop the Chaldeans from rising and conquering!

This vicious nation of evening wolves is about ready to move. 
“They shall come all for violence: their faces shall sup up as 
the east wind, and they shall gather the captivity as the sand. 
And they shall scoff at the kings, and the princes shall be a 
scorn unto them: they shall deride every strong hold; for they 
shall heap dust, and take it” (verses 9-10). The beast power, 
with modern Germany at the helm, will come against the U.S., 
Britain and the Middle East Jews for one purpose—violence! 
It will ignore and scoff at other kings or princes. It won’t have 
mercy or compassion.

A  C H A N G E  O F  M I N D

“Then shall his mind change, and he shall pass over, and offend, 
imputing this his power unto his god” (Habakkuk 1:11). The 
Chaldean leader’s mind will dramatically change. But change 
from what? Mr. Armstrong warned for decades that the United 
States of Europe will be led by a great religious power. Notice 
that Habakkuk saw “his mind change.” 

Let’s look at another, similar scripture. “O Assyrian, the rod 
of mine anger, and the staff in their hand is mine indignation. 
I will send him against an hypocritical nation, and against the 
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people of my wrath will I give him a charge, to take the spoil, 
and to take the prey, and to tread them down like the mire of 
the streets. Howbeit he meaneth not so, neither doth his heart 
think so; but it is in his heart to destroy and cut off nations not a 
few” (Isaiah 10:5-7). Even though the beast power is made up of 
10 nations or groups of nations, God looks at the major power 
as residing in Assyria, which is Germany today. Notice that God 
plans to use this nation to punish two groups of people. God 
will send modern Germany against “an hypocritical nation,” 
and against “the people of my wrath.” The hypocritical nation is 
Israel, and the people of His wrath are those in God’s Laodicean 
Church. They had God’s truth and rebelled against it.

If you would go to the leaders who are now shaping Europe 
and tell them that they are building a war machine that is about 
to “cut off nations,” they would not believe it! They believe that 
what they are accomplishing in Europe will be for the good of 
many people. But God reveals through Isaiah that even though 
it is not in their present plans to destroy, there will be a mind 
change because Satan is going to get to a German leader, yet 
to rise and lead Europe! Modern Germany has a history of cut-
ting off nations. God refers to it as the “rod of mine anger” and 
“mine indignation.” God is angry with the nations of Israel and 
His Church. He is going to give them concentration camps, tor-
ture and miseries far worse than the Holocaust of World War ii! 
You can read for yourself in Revelation 13 about the two beasts, 
one political and one religious, and how they “[lead] into cap-
tivity” and “[kill] with the sword” (Revelation 13:10). 

Habakkuk 1:11 shows that this political leader in Assyria, 
after his mind changes, imputes his war-making power 
“unto his god,” which is Satan. There is much power, but it 
comes from Satan—though this man will think it’s from God! 
(verse 4). Satan will gain control of these two leaders (political 
and religious) and cause the worst time of horror and suffering 
in human history! The devil hates Israel and God’s Church and 
intends to do violence! He has no compassion or mercy.

C H A L D E A N S  O R DA I N E D  F O R  J U D G M E N T

“Art thou not from everlasting, O Lord my God, mine Holy 
One? we shall not die. O Lord, thou hast ordained them for 
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judgment; and, O mighty God, thou hast established them 
for correction. Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, 
and canst not look on iniquity: wherefore lookest thou upon 
them that deal treacherously, and holdest thy tongue when the 
wicked devoureth the man that is more righteous than he?” 
(Habakkuk 1:12-13). At this point, Habakkuk began to receive 
understanding. He knew that God is pure and does not tolerate 
iniquity. He realized that God was aware of the treachery going 
on within the Jewish religion of his time. We too must realize 
that God is aware of what is happening within His Church 
today. Habakkuk realized that God was going to use the 
Chaldeans to execute judgment and correction on the nation of 
Judah and its religion. God will use the modern Chaldeans to 
correct the nations of Israel and His Church today.

“And makest men as the fishes of the sea, as the creeping 
things, that have no ruler over them? They take up all of them 
with the angle, they catch them in their net, and gather them 
in their drag: therefore they rejoice and are glad. Therefore 
they sacrifice unto their net, and burn incense unto their drag; 
because by them their portion is fat, and their meat plenteous. 
Shall they therefore empty their net, and not spare continu-
ally to slay the nations?” (verses 14-17). These verses give gory 
details about the rising Chaldeans. They look upon men as fish 
of the sea or insects. They have no regard for human life! They 
are cruel! They will have the power to capture whole nations as 
a fisherman catches entire schools of fish in his nets.

With all the events taking place in Europe, God’s people 
should be aware and warned about what is coming. God’s 
Laodicean Church should be warning the nations. Instead, 
many of the Laodicean leaders are saying, “Don’t be concerned 
about prophecy”! Are some people foolish enough spiritually 
to believe that ignoring prophecy will make it all go away?

Habakkuk saw the Chaldeans as having never-ending 
power. He asks God if their destruction will ever end (verse 17). 
God will stop the Chaldeans this time! But it will be after God 
has used them to correct Israel and the Laodicean Church.



Chapter Three
Nuclear Holocaust
The experts tell us that a nuclear winter will result from 

a nuclear war. That means the climate will be chilled 
because of a prolonged blockage of sunlight by dust 

clouds from the exploding bombs. Of course, there will also be 
heavy nuclear fallout. Men, animals and plants will be exposed 
to deadly radiation.

The problems are almost too horrifying to even contem-
plate. But God’s prophets knew man had to face his own sins.

H A B A K K U K ’ S  B E L LY  T R E M B L E D

The Prophet Habakkuk wrote about nuclear winter. He dis-
cussed a “bitter and hasty nation” attacking Israel. The people 
are treated like fish in a net. They are shown no mercy. That is 
not the worst part though.

“When I heard, my belly trembled; my lips quivered at the 
voice: rottenness entered into my bones, and I trembled in 
myself, that I might rest in the day of trouble: when he cometh 
up unto the people, he will invade them with his troops” 
(Habakkuk 3:16). Habakkuk wrote about “the day of trouble” 
for Israel—or the Great Tribulation. His main vision was about 
the end time. He had never envisioned anything so completely 
terrifying! His belly trembled and his lips quivered! He was 
having a difficult time fulfilling his prophetic office.
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Still, the problem grew worse. Rottenness entered into his 
bones. Indescribable terror kept his bones from holding his 
body together! The bones are man’s strongest parts. They keep 
the frame of the body together. Habakkuk almost became like 
a shapeless blob! This was the effect of the shattering alarm 
and acute pain he suffered because of this vision of nuclear 
devastation!

God revealed to Habakkuk a vision of the most terrifying 
time ever to afflict this Earth! He saw nuclear war and the 
consequences very vividly! Just seeing it in a vision awakened 
him. What will it do to people who experience it?

“Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit 
be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields 
shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, 
and there shall be no herd in the stalls” (verse 17). Why won’t 
the fig trees even blossom? Because the Chaldeans will have 
attacked Israel with nuclear weapons! Even conventional war-
fare would not prevent the fig trees from blossoming. This is 
clearly discussing a massive nuclear attack!

There are no grapes on the vines. Even if the vineyards 
were unattended, they still would produce some grapes. Only 
nuclear fallout could prevent these trees from producing any 
fruit at all. There are no olives on the olive trees. Invading 
armies, prior to the nuclear bomb, could never have so totally 
devastated an area! This is a new and unparalleled kind of 
terror! The fields yield no crops. Total failure. Why? Nuclear 
fallout and nuclear winter is the only explanation! Bombs are 
dropped on the cities, but the farms are also affected.

There are no sheep in the pens or cattle in the stalls. None! 
Only nuclear power could inflict such grotesque damage! It’s 
just as bad as Christ said it would be (Matthew 24:21; see 
also Jeremiah 30:7; Daniel 12:1). If only we could get people 
to awaken! Nothing can prevent these prophecies from being 
fulfilled—except godly repentance.

We have brought this monstrous nightmare upon ourselves. 
Only God can save us from this coming disaster.

“Hear ye this word which I take up against you, even a 
lamentation, O house of Israel. The virgin of Israel is fallen; 
she shall no more rise: she is forsaken upon her land; there is 
none to raise her up. For thus saith the Lord God; The city that 
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went out by a thousand shall leave an hundred, and that [the 
same city of 1,000] which went forth by an hundred shall leave 
ten, to the house of Israel” (Amos 5:1-3). The city is a target. 
Nuclear bombs are going to be dropped on cities! A 10 per-
cent loss in a military campaign is disastrous. Here, 90 percent 
of the people in a city die immediately! Then only 10 percent 
of the survivors remain alive. Only 10 out of 1,000 are left—
10,000 out of a million. This is speaking of 99 percent destruc-
tion of the population of our major cities!

“And it shall come to pass, if there remain ten men in one 
house, that they shall die. And a man’s uncle shall take him 
up, and he that burneth him, to bring out the bones out of the 
house, and shall say unto him that is by the sides of the house, 
Is there yet any with thee? and he shall say, No. Then shall 
he say, Hold thy tongue: for we may not make mention of the 
name of the Lord” (Amos 6:9-10). This is talking about nuclear 
holocaust, as it does in other scriptures. This will be the worst 
trouble ever known to man!

An uncle comes in and burns the bodies and takes some 
bones out of the house. Undoubtedly, because of the radiation, 
everybody was dead in the house. There is no indication of an 
army invading. Still, death fills the cities.

“For, behold, the Lord commandeth, and he will smite 
the great house with breaches, and the little house with 
clefts” (verse 11). The word breaches is rare. The Anchor Bible 
Commentary says there is “no other occurrence of any word 
with the same root.” The Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon 
defines this word breaches as “drops of dew.” If you carefully 
read the context there seems to be no doubt that this is referring 
to nuclear fallout!

The word clefts means fissures. That is “a break or lesion in 
the tissue, usually at the junction of skin and mucous mem-
brane,” according to Webster’s Dictionary. The root word means 
“to tear in pieces.”

“Drops of dew,” or nuclear fallout, certainly will “tear in 
pieces” human flesh. Nuclear warfare is coming! Many Bible 
scriptures tell us that! We can’t hide from it.

This is a hard message to receive. The land could not bear 
the words of Amos! (Amos 7:10).

Tradition indicates that Amos was killed for delivering 
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God’s message. The Philadelphia Church of God must deliver a 
far stronger warning today. Our job is not an easy one.

M E S S AG E  O F  H O P E

Although Habakkuk vividly saw the coming nuclear horror, he 
was not depressed. He realized the final outcome was all very 
positive. He knew the government of God was finally going to 
be restored to Earth. “Yet will I rejoice in the Lord, I will joy 
in the God of my salvation. The Lord God is my strength, and 
he will make my feet like hinds’ feet, and he will make me to 
walk upon mine high places” (Habakkuk 3:18-19). He became 
so excited by that knowledge, it was as if he could walk on air. 
Habakkuk could leap like a deer.

Those of us in the Philadelphia Church of God must strive 
to be like Habakkuk! Even though we are going through the 
toughest trials of our lives, it is for a great purpose. We are now 
in the final testing, being prepared for our reward as a pillar in 
the temple of God. God is preparing us as firstfruits so we can 
help Him harvest the world in the near future. God wants you 
and anyone who will heed to avoid the coming catastrophe.

The book of Habakkuk was to be given to the chief singer 
(verse 19). It was to be sung on the day of Pentecost. In his 
day, this song would have been like a lone voice receiving little 
attention. But if heard, the book of Habakkuk would have 
been a message of great hope in a society about to gasp its last 
breath.

It is not unlike the work of the Philadelphia Church of God 
today. Though we are small, and partly unheard, we have a 
beautiful song to sing. Our message is one of great hope. Our 
work is marvelous. Though the immediate future is dark, Jesus 
Christ will return soon and a new day will dawn for all of man-
kind. Let us all rejoice and finish the Work!



Epilogue
Victory Prophesied!
Here is why, even in the darkest days of our court battle, we 
absolutely knew the pcg would obtain these invaluable written 
works.
by stephen flurry

Though he had expected the district court’s ruling in favor 
of the Philadelphia Church of God to stand, Pastor 
General Gerald Flurry was anything but devastated by the 

Ninth Circuit’s reversal on Sept. 18, 2000. “I’m not discouraged—
I’m not depressed,” he told pcg members a few days after the dis-
appointing verdict. “I want to fight more than ever. I asked the 
lawyers to fight as if our lives depended on it, but to really fight 
it with a positive attitude—realizing that God is with us.” Soon 
after the decision at the appellate level, our attorneys petitioned 
for a rehearing en banc. We submitted a brief to all 27 judges at 
the Ninth Circuit, hoping one of them would move to have our 
case submitted before an 11-judge panel. No one responded.

“It’s not over yet,” Mr. Flurry insisted. “We’re going to win 
this thing in the end. We absolutely know that.”

We then appealed to the United States Supreme Court. 
While waiting to hear if it would accept the case, my dad made 
this amazing statement in the March-April 2001 Trumpet: 
“We are in a court battle over Herbert W. Armstrong’s book 
Mystery of the Ages. The big issue is, who owns the copy-
right? … Now there has been an injunction issued. We have 
had to stop printing and mailing Mystery of the Ages (and all of 
Mr. Armstrong’s writings).

“We have appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court. There is less 
than a 1 percent chance of our getting into the Supreme Court, 
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but I believe we will. I prophesy to you that, one way or the 
other, God will provide a way for us to mail that book again” 
(emphasis added).

A few weeks after that appeared in print, on April 2, the 
Supreme Court declined to hear our petition without comment 
as to why.

On the surface, things had gone from bad to worse.
Yet everything my dad kept saying assured pcg members 

that things would eventually take a turn for the better. In The 
Royal Book of Revelation, published about the same time the 
Supreme Court decided not to hear our case, he wrote, “Should 
we deliver Mystery of the Ages? I tell you we MUST deliver it! 
When the Bible talks about prophesying again, that primarily 
means the same prophecy—again. God is talking about a mes-
sage that has been prophesied before. We must prophesy again 
because we haven’t yet reached the largest audience possible 
with Mystery of the Ages. The job is still incomplete.

“God won’t allow anybody to stop this message until that 
work is done. The injunction is only a temporary delay!”

He based his strong statements on certain prophecies in 
Revelation 10, where God said the “mystery of God” had to be 
“finished” before Christ returned (see Revelation 10:7, 11). This 
is why, he went on to say, the pcg has been commissioned to get 
Mystery of the Ages to the world. “But for this temporary injunc-
tion, Mystery of the Ages is going out again. Understanding this 
really puts things into a greatly reduced time frame,” he wrote.

He didn’t know all the answers with respect to how God 
would do it—only that God would do it! Regarding the law-
suit, we knew that our counterclaim for 18 other works had 
yet to be resolved. We also knew that once the damages trial 
for Mystery of the Ages ended, we could again appeal to the 
Supreme Court. And since the Ninth Circuit’s ruling was a 
split decision and was criticized in a number of law journals, 
including the Harvard Law Review (April 2001), we felt like 
anything could happen.

Then there was our opponent—the Worldwide Church of 
God—beset with plummeting income and reserves, and averse 
to the idea of facing us in court. And even if it chose to fight 
through to the end—and won at every stop—it would then be 
obligated to somehow make these works available. For it was 



HABAKKUK40

on the strength of its “annotated version” argument—that it 
wanted to print Mystery of the Ages with annotations of all its 
“errors”—that it won at the Ninth Circuit. And after all was 
said and done, if the annotated plan never got off the ground, 
would it then expose itself to more litigation?

The way we looked at it, God could fulfill His prophecy in 
Revelation 10 any number of ways.

H E L G E ’ S  I N D I R E C T  A D M I S S I O N

Writing for The Journal, a publication reporting on the news of 
the wcg and its many splinter groups, Bill Stough said in the 
May 31, 2001, issue, “The director of the Worldwide Church of 
God’s legal department says that if the Philadelphia Church of 
God wants to publish and distribute wcg-copyrighted publica-
tions it should negotiate directly with the Worldwide Church 
of God.”

So far as we know, this was wcg’s first indication that it had 
reconsidered its “Christian duty” (in the words of its pastor 
general) to suppress Mr. Armstrong’s works and might, under 
certain circumstances, allow them to be distributed. (Helge was 
interviewed for the story on May 11, 2001.) But more than an 
offer to license the works, I believe the above quote implies this 
indirect admission from Helge: There are no plans to annotate or 
make Mr. Armstrong’s works available. The deeper wcg got into 
this litigation, the more it realized that in order to prevail on all 
the merits of its case, it had to, in some form, make these works 
by Mr. Armstrong available to the public.

Later, that summer, wcg made it known in court fil-
ings that it would have objectively considered any offer 
we might have made to license the works of Mr. Armstrong 
prior to our printing them in 1997. It also suggested that it 
would—even then—seriously consider any bona fide offer 
from the pcg. Furthermore, it assured us (and the court) that 
when Joe Tkach Jr. said he had a “Christian duty” to keep 
Mr. Armstrong’s works out of print, he was not speaking for the 
wcg, but rather espousing his own “personal” views.

At the time, we had a hard time believing that wcg sin-
cerely wanted to get out of this lawsuit by letting go of 
Mr. Armstrong’s works. To that point, we had been dropping 
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the “Christian duty” statement at every opportunity in court, 
arguing that it would have been futile to make any request to 
obtain the works direct from wcg.

P R O P H E C Y  G E T S  M O R E  S P E C I F I C

In September 2001, we produced another booklet, titled Who Is 
‘That Prophet’? My dad wrote on page 86, “I believe we will not 
lose the court case. Yes, our chances of winning are small. But 
that only makes greater odds for God. He is like the Supreme 
Court in that He only takes certain cases. But He usually takes 
them when you’ve already gone into the fiery furnace! Mystery 
of the Ages was an open door for us. God has put it on hold 
temporarily. But Isaiah 22:22 says that when Eliakim opens a 
door, none can shut it. We must have faith in that.”

Whereas Revelation 10 (as expounded on in The Royal Book 
of Revelation) revealed that the message in Mystery of the Ages 
would, in fact, go out again, the prophecies discussed in That 
Prophet indicated more. Isaiah 22 says that someone in this end 
time would come as a type of Eliakim. Notice what verse 24 
says regarding this man: “And they shall hang upon him all the 
glory of his father’s house, the offspring and the issue, all ves-
sels of small quantity, from the vessels of cups, even to all the ves-
sels of flagons.” Anciently, these vessels were the tools needed 
to perform the temple services. My dad explained that today, 
“These must refer to all of our books and booklets. All the glory 
hangs on Eliakim—all the revelation from Mr. Armstrong, 
plus all the new revelation God has given to that prophet. That 
is quite a lot of glory! We have it all!” (ibid; emphasis added).

This was the first indication we had that God wanted more 
for us than just the right to copy and distribute Mr. Armstrong’s 
works. He wanted us to own them!

Later in the same booklet, my dad expounded upon another 
prophecy, in Amos 9: “In that day will I raise up the tabernacle 
of David that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and 
I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of 
old” (verse 11). This, he believed, referred to the work the pcg 
was doing—raising up something that had been torn down. In 
other words, Mr. Armstrong’s work! “If you’re going to build 
this tabernacle ‘as in the days of old,’ you would have to have 
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the books and booklets you once had,” he said on page 91.
Notice verse 12: “That they may possess the remnant of 

Edom, and of all the heathen, which are called by my name, 
saith the Lord that doeth this.” Here is what my dad wrote 
regarding this verse: “That must include Mystery of the Ages 
and Mr. Armstrong’s other books and booklets. That is what I 
believe, and faith firmly dictates that I continue to believe that 
until God says otherwise.”

According to Strong’s Concor dance, the word possess in verse 12 
means “to occupy (by driving out previous tenants, and pos-
sessing in their place); by implication, to seize, to rob, to inherit; 
also to expel, to impoverish, to ruin.” God was now getting pretty 
specific in directing my father through the lawsuit. Being able to 
use the material was not enough—God wanted us to control it. 
As to how that would work out, we still weren’t quite sure.

E - P U B L I S H I N G — M O R E  R E V E L AT I O N

By this point in the lawsuit, wcg had concocted another “plan” 
to help support its argument in court. It intended to e-publish 
all the works we were seeking—that is, make them available 
over the Internet. Initially, it wanted us to absorb the costs of 
such action. In November 2001, however, wcg told us that if 
we failed to settle the case, it would move forward with the 
e-publishing venture, at its own cost, in order to undermine 
our argument that it would be futile to request a license.

That same month, we produced yet another booklet, The 
God Family Vision. In it, my dad wrote, “Mystery of the Ages 
doesn’t belong to the Worldwide Church of God. It is the 
knowledge of God!” (page 98).

On pages 132-135 of that book, my dad discussed how the 
Worldwide Church of God had sold its spiritual birthright, com-
paring that church to Esau. He wrote, “If you sell your birth-
right for all the wealth in the world today, it’s still just a bowl 
of soup!” And that’s what wcg had been doing for a number 
of years—selling off valuable gifts given to Mr. Armstrong, 
fine furniture, youth camps, festival sites, college campuses. It 
was even trying to sell its headquarters facilities in Pasadena, 
including the church’s crown jewel—Ambas sador Auditorium. 
(It has now sold all those facilities for many millions of dollars.)
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But would they also sell off Mr. Armstrong’s writings? To 
that point, it had only suggested licenses—and very restrictive 
ones, at that.

I N I T I A L  O F F E R  TO  L I C E N S E

On March 14, 2002, we made a formal offer to wcg to license 
the works in dispute. Admittedly, the offer was not put forth 
without some reservation. For one, we felt God wanted us to 
own the works. And we simply did not trust wcg. We didn’t like 
the fact that under such an agreement, wcg would have control 
of the literature, even if we were able to distribute the works.

But, in thinking on it, this was really no different than what 
we had in 1997 when we started printing Mystery of the Ages. 
The wcg owned the copyright, but we were able to distribute it 
under “fair use.” Aside from that, wcg had made representations 
in court that it would have, all along, considered any offer to 
license the works. So we wanted to see just how serious it was.

Turns out, it wasn’t—at least not at that time. In response, 
wcg said on April 8 that our offer was “denied.” It said it was 
no longer interested in licensing the works now that e-pub-
lishing would make all the works available.

In posting these works online, however, wcg prefaced each 
of them with a 1,500-word attack against Mr. Armstrong and 
his teachings. It had a “Christian duty,” you see, to keep these 
works “out of print.” But if it absolutely had to publish them, 
it wanted to make sure readers understood that Mr. Armstrong 
was stupid and that he taught heresy.

When wcg rejected our offer and later revealed its defama-
tory preface, it breathed life into our litigation. From then on, 
we concentrated all our energies on fighting it in court—giving 
no thought to licensing the works.

God wanted us to have those works. And somehow—we 
still didn’t know exactly how—He would hand them to us.

H A B A K K U K  R E V E A L E D  T H E  O U TCO M E

As 2002 wore on, looking at it purely from a legal perspective, 
we were getting further and further away from possessing our 
spiritual vessels. The counterclaim had yet to be resolved, and 
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the damages trial kept getting postponed. Once the counter-
claim was settled, it would have undoubtedly been appealed to 
the Ninth Circuit by the losing party. After the damages trial, 
we would have immediately appealed to the Supreme Court. In 
other words, much more litigation.

On the other hand, Bible prophecy indicated that things 
were quickly winding down. My dad wrote a lengthy article 
in our September-October 2002 issue of Royal Vision. The 
title speaks for itself: “Habakkuk Reveals the Outcome of 
Our Court Case.” On page 3, regarding Habakkuk 3:2, he 
wrote, “The pcg has never needed reviving except in the court 
case. This is a prophecy about God reviving us. So we need 
to prepare for a spectacular end! Yes—we are going to get 
Mr. Armstrong’s writings. … I believe that God will have to 
give us Mr. Armstrong’s writings. I state that in faith, and I 
strongly believe He will if we have the faith we need.”

Once again, he based such strong statements on what was 
revealed in Scripture. Notice Habakkuk 1:1-2: “The burden 
which Habakkuk the prophet did see. O Lord, how long shall I 
cry, and thou wilt not hear! even cry out unto thee of violence, 
and thou wilt not save!” There was a temple crisis in Habakkuk’s 
day—a type of what the pcg has endured in this end time.

Verse 3: “Why dost thou shew me iniquity, and cause me to 
behold grievance? for spoiling and violence are before me: and 
there are that raise up strife and contention.” The Hebrew for 
those two words, strife and contention, indicates that this is a 
legal struggle.

And notice, God’s faithful people in Habakkuk’s day didn’t 
fare well in their legal struggle. “Therefore the law is slacked, 
and judgment doth never go forth: for the wicked doth compass 
about the righteous; therefore wrong judgment proceedeth” 
(verse 4). Again, notice the legal language—law, judgment, wrong 
judgment. The Hebrew word for judgment, according to Strong’s 
Concordance, means “a verdict (favorable or unfavorable) pro-
nounced judicially, especially a sentence or formal decree ….”

My dad quoted from a couple commentaries in his article. 
Concerning “wrong judgment,” Lange’s Commen tary says, 
“[T]he meaning would be: there is no more any righteous 
verdict given ….” The Anchor Bible says, “[T]he juridical lan-
guage of verse 4 is unmistakable … it could be describing 
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corruption in the courts.”
Habakkuk’s reference to a wrong judgment, or verdict, is 

especially interesting in light of our court battle. There is no 
mention of a right judgment to correct the wrong. It just con-
tinues on with this most inspiring verse: “Behold ye among the 
heathen, and regard, and wonder marvelously: for I will work a 
work in your days, which ye will not believe, though it be told 
you” (verse 5).

My dad wrote on page 5 of his article, “God says He will 
raise up a work that people will hear about but won’t believe—
and this is in the context of the court battle. I believe this has 
already been fulfilled in general, but is God also saying there 
will be a specific fulfillment related to the court case, a specific 
miracle, that will fill God’s people with wonder? A miracle that 
will remove the injustices and destruction? Do we have the faith 
to believe?” (emphasis added).

The “destruction” he refers to is brought about by an evil man 
bent on destroying God’s truth. Right at the outset of our law-
suit, Joseph Tkach said he had a “Christian duty” to keep all of 
Mr. Armstrong’s writings “out of print”—destroyed. And while we 
won the lawsuit at the district level, the Ninth Circuit reversed 
that ruling—injustice. With that as our context, Habakkuk says 
something wondrously marvelous would happen to remove the 
injustice and the destruction. What could prevent Mr. Tkach 
from destroying Mr. Arm strong’s literature and the Ninth Circuit’s 
injustice from keeping it buried? Only a miracle from God.

My dad continued in his article, “I believe we will see some-
thing dramatic on the scene very soon! I can’t read these verses 
any other way. This is in the context of a revival, and a court 
battle, and God says a double wonder is coming” (page 5; 
emphasis added).

Later in the article my dad wrote, “If God reveals Habakkuk, 
then it follows that He is going to revive this Work soon if we 
walk by faith. … We must continue. If so, we cannot lose. God 
will revive His Work” (page 13; emphasis added).

A  G E N E R A L  A N D  S P E C I F I C  F U L F I L L M E N T

This specific understanding of Habakkuk in that issue of 
Royal Vision set the tone for my dad’s messages at the Feast of 
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Tabernacles in September 2002. On Septem ber 22, he compared 
two verses in Daniel. In Daniel 8:11, it says that in this end 
time, Satan will take away the “daily”—meaning God’s Work 
delivering His truth (see verse 12). My dad explained that this 
was a direct reference to Mr. Armstrong’s literature and how 
it had been cast to the ground in this end time because of the 
court case.

Then, in comparing that passage with Daniel 12:11, we 
read that God (not Satan) takes away the “daily” just before 
the Great Tribulation begins. Else where in Scrip ture, this is 
referred to as the famine of the word (see Amos 8:11).

The point is this: For the daily to be taken away now 
(by Satan) and then again just before the Great Tribulation 
(by God), it proves, my dad said in September, that we will 
somehow do the daily, or continue God’s Work of proclaiming 
His revealed truth (including Mr. Armstrong’s literature) to the 
world again before Christ returns.

A week later, on September 28, my dad expounded on a 
verse in Revelation 10:11—“And he said unto me, Thou must 
prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, 
and kings.” In The Royal Book of Revelation, he had explained 
the general meaning of the verse: that we were to prophesy 
again, the way Mr. Arm strong had done before he died.

Yet, look at this verse in all its specific detail, he told the 
pcg membership. “Prophesy again implies that it was stopped. 
Then God says ‘prophesy again.’ But we must fight our way 
through it and see how God delivers us.”

A N D  T H E N — ‘ D O U B L E  WO N D E R ’

Less than three weeks later, on October 14, the Worldwide 
Church of God made an offer it had not made throughout the 
six years of litigation and, in fact, had vowed in 1997 never to 
make. It asked if we would be interested in buying Mystery of 
the Ages. It even attached a dollar figure to its offer (one that 
was much too high for our budget). Later, it not only lowered 
its dollar amount to a more reasonable sum—it tacked on the 
other 18 works we were seeking in our counterclaim!

Everything we had been fighting for was now ours. No one but 
God could have predicted such an incredible outcome for the 
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Phila del phia Church of God. Yet, given these numerous spe-
cific prophecies, that is exactly what He had done.

A N S W E R I N G  T H E  C R I T I C S

In the Journal story quoted earlier in this chapter 
(May 31, 2001), the author asked Ralph Helge if he was aware 
of the prophecy Gerald Flurry made in the March-April 2001 
Trumpet—that “one way or the other, God will provide a way 
for us to mail that book again.”

Aware of my dad’s comments, Helge was quoted as saying, 
“He won’t want his prophecy to fail, so what he is probably 
really doing is pronouncing ahead of time what he is actually 
planning on doing. Hence his words are really nothing more 
than a self-fulfilling prophecy.”

Stop and think about that comment for a moment. The 
Ninth Circuit had ruled against us eight months earlier. There 
had been an injunction served against us. And we had just 
heard that the Supreme Court chose not to hear our petition. 
The wcg had won the lawsuit over Mystery at the appellate 
level and would receive damages from us at trial!

It’s almost as if Helge knew, even then, that we would 
somehow get these works. And when we did, he wanted 
everyone to know that it wouldn’t be because God said so, but 
because of a self-fulfilling prophecy of Gerald Flurry!

How in the world could Gerald Flurry have “planned” for 
the case to end up the way it did?

Fast-forward two years and look at what Mr. Helge says 
now that the lawsuit is over and the pcg owns the copyrights. 
“During the last year or so, pcg made different offers to license 
or purchase some or all of the literary works in question, and 
thereby settle the litigation. As the church did not consider that 
the amounts offered were sufficient, the offers were rejected. 
But then pcg made a substantial offer of $3 million [of which 
the pcg paid $2 million] to purchase 19 of the literary works 
written by Mr. Armstrong, and settle the litigation.

“The church board of directors and some of its officials met 
to consider this offer” (Worldwide News, April 2003).

This misrepresents the facts entirely. The truth of the matter 
is this: Long before there were ever any negotiations, the wcg 
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board of directors met to decide they wanted out of this law-
suit. This is why, on October 14, they offered to sell Mystery of 
the Ages on the condition that they drop their suit and that we 
drop our counterclaim.

We rejected this initial offer, and many others to follow, just 
as sure as wcg “rejected” a number of our counteroffers.

Fact of the matter is, it wanted out. It was obvious. That’s 
why it asked us to settle.

Even after both sides had agreed to the principle terms of 
settlement on Jan. 16, 2003, contractual negotiations were 
nearly derailed when wcg insisted that we either give back or 
destroy all the documents we had accumulated in this case 
from wcg. We told it this was a “deal breaker” for us.

On February 27, my dad said that he was getting his “second 
wind” and was prepared to go back to court if wcg insisted on 
that clause in the contract. Four days later, Helge wrote to tell 
us that wcg had reconsidered and, “in the spirit of Christian 
cooperation,” had agreed to delete the paragraph requiring 
destruction of court documents from the contract.

In light of what Helge said in the months that led up to 
October 14, it makes sense that he would put the spin on the 
settlement discussions that he did. All along, he had made no 
secret of the fact that he felt wcg was in the driver’s seat—that 
pcg was in a totally indefensible position, faced with the pros-
pect of not getting Mr. Armstrong’s literature and paying out 
multiple millions of dollars.

In its “ideal” position, the only way wcg would even talk 
to us was if we humbly approached it with an offer it couldn’t 
refuse. So goes the spin.

In that Habakkuk article I quoted from earlier, my dad made 
this statement on page 4: “People have pressured us to make a 
deal to resolve this dispute. But we won’t make a deal with such 
an evil force—we will only fight, using any means at our dis-
posal!” Leaving aside the incredible number of fulfilled proph-
ecies in that article, not to mention the context in which the 
above statement is made, let us examine that statement in par-
ticular, since a handful of critics have said that we caved in to 
make a deal.

First of all, who was “pressured”? Halting negotia-
tions at the 11th hour, insisting we call the judge to resume 
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litigation—as my dad did—are not the acts of one pressured to 
make a deal.

Even Helge would have to admit that we did fight, using any 
means at our disposal. And it was for this very reason that the 
wcg, despite its spin, was pressured to make a deal in order to 
get out of this lawsuit.

Now look at the context of the statement in question: “If 
you look at the court case physically, it is hard to understand 
why one church would go to such effort and expense simply 
to destroy what we’re doing. But if you understand Satan and 
his demons, you clearly recognize that there is a force out there 
intent on destroying God’s truth!” What follows is the com-
ment about the pcg not being pressured to make a deal.

In pressuring wcg to make a deal, God prevented it from 
destroying His truth! Those who might criticize one statement 
in my dad’s 12-page article need to read the entire article—and 
then direct their criticism elsewhere. Joseph Tkach Jr. is the 
one who said he had a “Christian duty” to keep Mystery of the 
Ages out of print.

So much for his duty as a Christian to keep Mr. Armstrong’s 
teachings buried. He’s the one who sold out—not Gerald Flurry. 
We got everything we wanted—and more!

But, in considering these arguments from critics—doesn’t 
it make sense? They know we now own the very works we 
not only fought for, but said—over and over—that we would 
obtain! Now that it has happened, they have to criticize the 
manner in which those works fell into our lap. The only other 
alternative is to believe the prophecies of God as revealed by 
His messenger.
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