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PREFACE

HE CHURCH oF Goo srRrvEs ro rRESERVE marriages
and families.

Yet that very effort has brought vicious accu-
sations of precisely the opposite.

"There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but
the end thereof are the ways of death." Human reasonings,
when used to subvert the Word of God, often seem more
right than the way of God.

For many years the Church of God issued a small
booklet explaining the true biblical teaching in regard to
human-caused problems of divorce and remarriage. But
this plain and simple truth of God has been increasingly
challenged.

Technical books have been written purporting to
prove that the Word of God allows divorce and remarriage
to another. Such is a doctrine of men and not of God.

Some so-called Bible scholars, attempting to justify
the prevalent trend in breaking up families by divorce and
allowing remarriage, have resorted to a striving about the
technical meaning of certain words - especially the Greek
word porneia.

God's Word admonishes us to "strive not about words
(II Timothy
to show thy-
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self approved unto God. . . rightly dividing the word of
truth."

For those who sincerely want to understand and obey
the teaching of our God, this larger booklet is now issued
by the Worldwide Church of God. It answers the assump-
tions of those who choose to strive with words and the
Hebrew and Greek derivations. It makes plain the overall
puRposE of God, and His true unaNING of the institution
of marriage.

The guidance of the living Christ, Head of this
Church, in the teaching of the Church from the beginning
has beeri completely demonstrated in this enlarged book-
let. The object was not to please people, or to please
ourselves, but to pRovE what is the true and faithful
Wono oF GoD, to show ouRSELVES approved unto God,
and to RrcHTLy divide His Word of rnurn. We are all to be
JUDGED by this Wono oF GoD, regardless of temporary
and imperfect judgments of men.

Received in the attitude of the Holy Spirit of God,
this booklet will prove a real BLESsING to all who obey the
living God.
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Are there "Bihle grounds " for
divorce and remarriage? Adul-
tery? Mental or physical
cruelty? lncompatibility? Or

none?

PART I

HE ALARMTNG rise in the divorce rate is America's
growing national tragedy! It is uonB! It is Amer-
ica's national SIN/ Other nations are likewise

guilty. Divorce is at an all-time high. In the 12 months
ending February 1973, the increase in divorces in the
United States was 8.7Vo over the preceding 12 months.

The very foundation of any nation's solidarity,
strength and power is a solid and stable revrrr-y structure.
When a nation's FAMILx LrFE is breaking down, that
nation is disintegrating - committing national suicide!

Every Fourth Home Affected

fn some areas, more than every third American family
has been broken up by divorce. For the whole nation it's
about one in four. For every 100 marriages there now are
31 divorces.

We are only too well aware that the rRUTH on this
vital subject will strike home to about every fourth reader.
We are aware, too, that some will be offended by the
TRUTH. It is not our wish or purpose to offend. But I have
been commissioned by the living Creator and universe-
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ruling Goo to "Cry aloud, and spare not!" To "lift up thy
uoice like a trumpet, and show my peopl.e their trans-
gressions, and the house of Jacob their S/NS/"

And that I must do even though, unfortunately, some
will take offense. This appalling national (and inter-
national) sin reaches, as a foul stench, to high Heaven!
Because our peoples are thus harming themselves and
their children, the living God is aroused and angered! It is
threatening the destruction of Narroxs!

The very fact that this sin extends into every fourth
home is the impelling reason the living God commissions
this truth to be sent into those homes. It has been far too
long neglected by a guilty clergy!

Where God Places the Blame

Do you realize where the very Goo places the blame
for this colossal national sin? Squarely on the clergy who
have withheld God's rRUTH from the people! Listen to
God's stinging indictment against the ministers of this
world:

"My people hath been lost sheep: their shepherds
[ministers] have caused them to go astray" (Jer. 50:6).

In this booklet we give you the plain, unvarnished
woRD on Goo on this subject. We give it to you precisely
as the Eternal God reveals how HE looks upon this subject
of marriage, divorce, and remarriage!

WHY Marriage?

What is God's puRposE in marriage? How does fI^E
"look at it?"

For that matter, wHy marriage, anyway? Is there any
real RpasoN for it? What's its MEANTNG? Or is there any?

Today educational institutions indoctrinate students
with the theory of evolution. Evolution is based on the
postulated nonexistence of God. It is the atheists' attempt
to explain the presence of a creation without a Creator.
Disbelief in God and a spirit of rebellion against His laws
has led some to question the marriage institution alto-
gether. There have been predictions that marriage is on
the way out - soon to be a relic of the past.
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To them, marriage has no moral or spiritual author-
ity. No laws bind one to it, except those of the state. No
moral codes prevent its dissolution. They cannot account
for its origin. They see no puRposE in it - no real reason
for it.

When, they may ask, in the evolutionary development
of man from a lower species of animal, did the marriage
custom start? Animals do not marry. Marriage is not
necessary for reproduction. Animals procreate, but they do
not marry, though some species mate. But they have no
HoME and raurly life. So when, why, and how did animal-
becoming-man decide to start the marriage custom?

The old repressive morality taught that the only pur-
pose of sex was reproduction. But if that be true, No
MARRIAGE wour.D BE NEcESSARy. Animals are male and
female. Animals are of the two sexes - they reproduce,
but they don't have married rervur,y life.

So, wtty MARRIAGp? Those who disbelieve in God can
see No AUTHoRrrv for marriage. No punposp! No rvrpaN-
rNc!

So a sick and disbelieving world invents its "NEw
MoRALITy" which is promiscuous rvrmorality. And the sin
of orvoncp and REMARRIAGE accompanies it!

But when we come to understand THE puRposE for
human life on this planet, we begin to understand the
REASoN for marriage. And it is much more than merely
reproduction.

Why MAN?

You can positively pRovE that Goo exists. We refer
you to our free booklets Does God Exist? and Seuen Proofs
God Exists.

God is the Eternally living Great Designer, Creator,
Lawgiver, Source of all basic knowledge, Giver of life,
peace, happiness, joy, and abundance. He is the crvpn of
every good and perfect gift - including eternal life.

But, now - wHY MAN?
Is there a REASott why God put mankind on the

earth? God never does things without a puRposE!

God, through human life upon the earth, actually is
REPRODUCING HIS OWN TTNO!
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God designed and made cattle after the cattle kind
(Gen. l:24). He made horses after the horse kind - dogs
after the dog kind - chimps after the chimp kind. But
God said: "Let us make rrlan in OUR image, after OUR
likeness" (Gen. L:26) - after the GOD kind!

Man was made to have a close and special relationship
with God his Creator. Converted man has actual rpr,r,ow-
sHrp with God (I John 1:3). Animals have no such relation-
ship!

God's puRposE is that man come to know the true
values from the false - to know THE wAy that causes all
cooD - to come to repent of every false w&y, and to
cHoosE the right and living wAy, that he may receive the
Holy Spirit of God. Thus being begotten as a child of Goo,
finally at the time of the resurrection, being BoRN INTo
the Supreme Divine FAMILv - the GOD FAMILY -which Family 1S the KINcooru or Goo! To understand,
you need our free booklet, What Do You Mean - the
Kingdom of God?

Animals have no such potential.
Man, now, is composed of material flesh from the

ground. He is formed and shaped like God - but com-
posed of matter. God is composed of spIRIT! God formed
man from the dust of the ground (Gen. 2:7).That material
dust became a living soul. So the soul is composed of
matter! So the Word of God reveals! But when man
finally becomes BoRN of God, he shall be composed of
sprRrr. Jesus said, "that which is born of the flesh ,IS
FLESH; and that which is born of the Spirit IS SPIRIT"
(John 3:6). Then, at the time of the resurrection, God
"shall change our vile body [of corruptible flesh], that it
may be fashioned like unto his [Christ's] glorious [sernrt-
coMposEo] body" (Phil. 3:21). To fully UNDERSTAND, you
need our free booklet, What Do You Mean - Born Again?

Then 
- 

A Marriage

Then what?
Then there shall be a MARRIAGp! But HOW? What

kind?
God's puRposE involves the raising up of His Church.
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It is Goo's Church, named after the FeruER of the God
Family - named the Church of God. Every one repentant,
an obedient believer and overcomer, upon receiving God's
Holy Spirit, is baptized by God's Spirit - By Goo Hru-
sELF - into His Church. The Church, spoken of as a
woMAN, is the affianced Bride of the living, glorified
Christ.

At the time of the resurrection and Christ's coming in
supreme Power and Glory, the Church of God, its mem-
bers being changed to spirit immortality, shall enter into
the KrNcDoM oF GoD.

At that time, Christ shall MARRv His Church (Eph.
5:22-33): At that time, it is written, "The Lord God
omnipotent reigneth . . . the marriage of the Lamb is come,
and his wife hath made herself ready" (Rev. 19:6-7). And
verse 8 shows the wife to be "the saints."

Why Church Called His Wife

But wny, prior to the marriage, is the Church called
"his wife?" Becanse God married Israel at Mt. Sinai (Jer.
3:14). Much more about that Srd chapter of Jeremiah
later! But the making of the Old Covenant (Exodus 24:6-
8) was the marriage ceremony, setting up Israel as not
only wife and Church, but also as a KTNGDoM the
KrNcoovr or fsnanr,.

The Lono (YHWH) of the Old Testament is the
CHnrsr of the New Testament. When Christ was crucified,
Israel's husband DrED, ending that marriage legally (Rom.
7:2).

But the Church ls IsnaBr., spiritually begotten. Gen-
tile converts are no longer foreigners from Israel (Eph.
2:ll-19). Israel is pictured as the natural olive tree; and
Gentiles as wild olive trees (Rom. 11). But because of
unbelief the natural olive tree branches were broken off,
and Gentile converts, as branches of wild olive trees, were
grafted into the natural olive tree of Israel (Rom. 11:17).
And natural-born Israelites, by repentance, belief and con-
version, are grafted back into the Isnapr, tree. The
Cnuncn is pictured as conuerted Israel - or Spiritual
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