by Herberl W. Armstrong

This booklet is not to be sold. lt is a
free educational service in the public
interest, published by the Worldwide
Church of God.

Worldwide Church of God
Ail Rights Reserved
Printed in U.S.A.

@ 1985

Part One

Here /b the biblical teaching
and commands of God on
military service, killing and WAR
HouLD A MEMBER oF THE CsuncH

bear arms,

or Goo

FrcHT,

kill in war, or enter military

service?

It is the duty of the CHuncs on Gon, in ministering
to its members, to instruct IN THE Wonn or Goo-to
teach God's commands and instructions.
God does not allow the individual to decide what is right,
and whaf is wrong. Goo determines, and reveals, wHRr is
righteousness and wHAT is sIN. But God compels the
individual to decide wHETHEn to obey or to disobey, which is
to sin.
Decision YOUR Responsibility

God made man a free moral agent. He allows man to disobey
His teachings and His commands, but of course Goo's laws
carry stern rENALTIEs, and they are automatically enforced!
In compliance with this basic principle laid down by the
Creator, His Church does not attempt to make its members'
decisions for them. Each must make his own decision, and
each is responsible before God for the result.
God's Church teaches, as Jesus said (Luke 4:4), that we
must liue by "every word of God"-that is, guide our lives by
every word of the Holy Bible.
Here, then, is the teaching of the Word of God in regard
to war, killing, and military service.
At the outset, bear in mind that in the United States, for
example, the Selective Service and the military authorities
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deal with "conscientious objectors" according to the genuine

sincerity of the individual, as they, not the individual,
determine his sincerity. But also God Almighty judges
according to each individual's sincerity of heart-and Hp can
never misjudge or be deceived!
The Church cannot stress too emphatically, therefore, the
life-and-death importance to our members that each be completely honest before God, and utterly sure of and sincere in his
convictions and actions, after having studied thoroughly God's
instruction, teaching and commands, as shown in the Bible.
Which Has Precedence?

This whole question is one of man's relationship-and his
responsibility-to his Goo and to his country.
What is the relationship between the indiuidual and
Gon? What is the relationship-and responsibility-between
the irudiuidual and his country? And what is the relationship
between Goo and country?
The Church of God herein gives you the biblical answer
and teaching.
The thing called srN involves man's relationship to his
Maker. The Bible defi.nes slN (I John 3:4) as the transgression
of Goo's Law, which is a sptRltunr, Law (Romans 7:L4). CnIrur
is offense against MAN's law, enacted by an official human
legislative body.
At the outset, therefore, in determining relative relationships, it is necessary to determine wsrcH law-according to
Goo's Word-has precedence.
Since God is the Cnpnton of man-the Supreme MAKER
of those who constitute themselves, by consent of humans, as
Iegislative bodies-and since Goo is the Aurnon of right and
wrong-the Ruler over the vast Universe-God reveals that
He is aboue man's laws.
God commands that we whom He has baptized (by His
Spirit) into His Church, as His own begotten children, be
loyally subject to the human government in authority over us.
The human government exists by God's permission. Therefore God's Word teaches His people to obey this human
government, uNLESS doing so means DISoBEDIENCE to the
HTcHER pownR or Goo-unless it constitutes sru against Goo!
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Even then we are still sUBJECT to whatever penalty our
country imposes.
It is important, in this matter of relationships, that we
establish thoroughly that Goo and Gon's Lew is supreme, and
has precedence over the laws of any nation. And since oun
LIVES (those in God's Church) are committed to be lived by
EVERv woRD or Goo, we Iook to-and stake our lives and our
eternity on-God's Word, the Bible, for our answers.
Through Isaiah, among others, God gives us a comparison of the relative power and authority between Him and any
or all nations of earth:
"O Zion, that bringest good tidings [the Gospel] . . . .
Behold your Goo! Behold, the Lord Goo will come with strong
hand, and his arm shall RULE for him. . . . Who hath directed the
Spirit of the Lono, or being his counsellor hath taught him? . . .
Behold, THE NATIoNS are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted
as the small dust of the balance. . . . ALI NATIoNS before him are
as nothing; and they are counted to him less than nothing, and
vanity. To whom, then, will ye liken Goo? or what likeness will
ye compare unto him?" (Isaiah 40:9-10, 13, 15, 17).
God is the Supreme Judge over all on earth. ". . . verily,
he is a God that judgeth in the earth" (Psalm 58:11). ". . . the

Lord shall judge the ends of the earth. . ." (I Samuel 2:10).
"And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong
nations afar off. . ." (Micah 4:3). God shall judge the whole
world (Romans 3:6). "As I live, saith the Lord, every knee
shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. So
then every one of us shall give account of himself to God"
(Romans L4:ll-12).
God Supreme Over Nations

First, then, understand that Goo rules supreme, even over
national gouernments. Every national government on earth
rules only by God's permission.Yet human governments, Iike
human individuals, are free moral agents. God allows
governments to obey and reap blessings, or disobey and suffer
consequences.

Perhaps humans in offices of authority over nations do
not understand or accept this. But it is not a matter of human
acceptance or rejection. It is racr!
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In the Creator's great Master Plan for accomplishing His
puRposE here below, He has made man a free moral agent. He

reveals the right wAy, then requires MAN to cHoosE. He allows

man to rebel, reject His rule, His truth. But of course it's a
matter of cnusr and prrpcr. What man sows, he shall reap. A
day of reckoning is coming.
God's Master PIan calls for a duration of 6,000 years for
man to cHoosE whether voluntarily to accept and obey the
rule of God, or to rebel and suffer the automatic penalty. Six
thousand years for man to choose either to govern himself, or
voluntarily accept Goo's Government. This applies to mankind
individually and collectively. God governs with DIVINE
Law. -The basis of Goo's Government is His spiritual Law, the
Ten Commandments, which is simply rHe wav to every
blessing-every desired cooD for man (individually and
nationally). Actually, the pENALry is, simply, the absence of
those desired blessings, and the penalty of eternal DEATHwhich, after all, is the absence of the blessing of eternal life.
But human nature is hostile to God, and to God's wAy,
and God's RULE. Man wants the npsult of God's way. But he
wants to go the opposite wav to get it! So mankind as a whole
has chosen, these 6,000 years, to reject God's Government
over him; to reject God's wAy, and to work out his own
human-designed forms of conduct and of government. Few
heads-of-government among the nations of history have ever
acknowledged the fact that God ls supreme in power over
them-that they bear rule only by His consent!
Ancient lsrael

In the days of Moses, aftet all nations had rejected

God's

rule, God emancipated the Israelitish sLAVES from Egypt,
led them to a country He had appointed to give them, and
set them up as HIs nation, ruled by Hlu, with His
Government. Even so, God did not interfere with their
prerogative of free moral agency. He made the proposal of
this Theocratic Government. The people made their own
decision to accept it. But from the very first, they griped,
grumbled, complained, doubted, rebelled. After a time, they
decided they wanted to switch to Hunnau government, like
the other nations around them.
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Here's the dramatic incident:

"Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves
together, and came to Samuel unto Ramah, and said unto
him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways:
now make us a king to judge us like all the nations. . . . And
the Lord said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the
people in all that they say unto thee: for they have not
rejected thee, but they haue REJECTED rvrn, that I should not
reign ouer them" (I Samuel 8:4-7).
So they had a human king, Saul. He was the tallest man
in their country. But they still remained bound by their
covenant with God as His Kingdom-even though He allowed
them to have a human king.
God removed Saul. It was Goo who chose King David as
the next human king. Then came King Solomon. But he
excessively overtaxed the people. They rebelled under the
burden.
When his son, King Rehoboam refused to reduce taxes,
the nation rejected him as king. The former executive
assistant of Solomon, Jeroboam, was set up as their king.
Then the tribe of Judah seceded, in order to retain Rehoboam
as their king.
So, as it always has gone in human government, the
people suffered, and in due time the nation was DIVIDED! The
tribe of Benjamin sided with and joined Judah. Then
Jeroboam rejected the Levites, whom God had chosen as the
priests. They were the top men in education and leadership.
In the priesthood Jeroboam placed men he could control"the lowest of the people"-illiterate men! Thereupon the
Levites also became part of the Kingdom of Juoan.
It was this Kingdom which became known as the Jews.
After 19 kings in the nation Isneu, Goo showed that He
still rules supreme over the nations of earth, causing the
nation Israel to be driven into captivity and slavery by the
ancestors of the GpnmnN people-the Assyrians. The Israelites were moved out of their homes, their farms, their cities,
and taken as captive slaves to Assyria.
Later, when the nation JunlH refused to obey God's laws
Iive
or
God's wnv of life, God caused King Nebuchadnezzar of
the Chaldeans to invade and conquer them. Then the Jews

Military Service and War

were removed from their homes and their land, and taken as
slaves to the land of the Chaldeans.
The First World Empire

Nebuchadnezzar's conquests included Judah, Tyre and
Egypt, and he sat on the throne of the first world empire.
But was he, and his human government really supreme?
Nebuchadnezzar, in his vanity, thought so!
Now see how God revealed that rnp ErpnNnr, is the Mosr
Hrcs-that God reigns supreme ouer nations and governments, whether men and human rulers recognize it or not.
God used the prophet Daniel to REVEAL this truth to the
FrRST emperor of a world-nnaprnp-King Nebuchadnezzar of
the Chaldean Empire!
When this great king came to the throne, and had,
invaded Judah, taking the Jews as captive slaves to Chaldea,
he also selected certain outstandingly able young Jewish men
for important posts in the government. These were princes
and top-flight young Jewish men-well educated, skilled, of
outstanding ability. One was the prophet Daniel.
In the very second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had
an unusual dream. It frightened and troubled him greatly.
None of his magicians, astrologers, or sorcerers could tell the
king what he had dreamed, or its meaning. But then Daniel
was summoned. By a vision, God revealed the dream and its
meaning to Daniel (Daniel 2:Lg).
Brought into the presence of the king, Daniel said:
"There is a Goo in heaven that revealeth secrets and maketh
known to the king. . . ." After reminding Nebuchadnezzar of
what he had dreamed-a stupendous metallic image-Daniel
continued: "This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king. Thou, O king, art a king of kings
[empire ruler]: for THE GoD oF HEAvEN HATH GIVEN THEE A
KINGDoM, powEn, AND sTRENGTH, AND GLoRy... and hath
made thee ruler over them all" (Daniel2:28,36-38).
GOD'S Authority Supersedes
Human Governmental Authority

Thus Goo revealed to the very first sMprnp ruler-after the
last of the two kingdoms of Israelites had been conquered,
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losing their sovereignty-that Goo is supREME over the
nations-that Goo gave Nebuchadnezzar the power to govern-that NnrroNs govern only by Goo's consent.
In the Srd chapter of Daniel, is the account of a similar
incident to teach this human ruler the same lesson. Nebuchadnezzar had made a huge golden idol-some 75 to 140 feet
in height. He then summoned all government officials, even
from the far-out provinces, to attend the dedication ceremony. When the band began to play, all were commanded to bow

down and worship this golden image.
One of the rnN basic points of God's spiritual Law forbids
worship of idols. Another, with which we are concerned in
this article, forbids killing (to be defined later). Here was a
case history, in which covERNMENTAL AUTHoRITv commanded
these people to take an action that directly violated the
HIGHER LAW OF GOO.

Daniel's three Jewish colleagues, Shadrach, Meshach and
Abed-nego, oBEyED Gon, and refused to break God's HIGHER
law by obeying the lesser human gouernment.
In this case the Jewish lads were brought personally
before the king. And even though Daniel's interpretation of
his dream had revealed to him that Goo's powER is supRpnan
and ouer that of man's government, the king disregarded

that.
The king said to the Jewish lads, ". . . if you will not bow
down, you shall instantly be flung into a burning furnace. And
where is the god who can save you FRoM MY PowER?"
A Specific Case History

The Jewish men answered, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we need not
say a word in answer to that question. Tsrnr IS n Goo able to
save us, the God whom we serve, IS ABLE to save us from the
burning furnace and rnovl youR powER, O king. But even if he
does not, understand this, O king, wE wILL Nor sERVE YouR
coDS, and wp wILL Nor Bow DowN before the golden image
which you have erected" (Dan. 3:15-18-Moffatt transla-

tion).

Here was a direct case of an

EMPIRE GovERNMENT

enforcing its laws over subjects who insisted on oBEyINc Gon's
Lnw-oNE oF rsp TpN CouuaNoMENrs-AS THE HIGHER
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This oBEDIENCE to Goo, as the Supreme Power,
than man's government, required real active rnlrn!
These men sTAKED THErR LrvES oN rr!
When they thus answered the king, he was filled with
fury-his face was distorted with rage. He gave orders to heat
the big furnace seven times as hot as usual. Powerful soldiers
bound these three Jewish young men, quickly, with all their
clothes on. They quickly flung the three men into the furnace.
It was so hot, the flames leaped out and killed the soldiers who
flung them! The three men dropped down into the middle of
the furnace!
Then King Nebuchadnezzar became frightened! He saw
FouR men, "quite free, walking in the middle of the fire,
unscathed! The appearance of the fourth is like an angel" (see
powER.
HIGHER

verses 10-25).

The king went toward the furnace and cried out to the
Jewish men, ". . .you servants of the Mosr Hrcn Gon, come
out, come here!" (Verse 26.) Once again, this king was forced
to acknowledge that God is the Mosr stcs!
The Jewish men who rRusrED Goo and oBEyED Hru, at
risk of their lives, walked out. All government officials saw
that "the flre had no effect upon their bodies, their hair had
not been singed, and there was no smell of burning about
fhsrn"-even on their clothes! (Verse 27.)
Human Ruler Forced to Acknowledge God's Authority

Once again, this king was forced to acknowledge that rHn
ErpnNnr-- HE ts GOD! He RULES over earthly governments! His autuoRlTy supersedes national governments. God
it abundantly rllIN. But, even though he acknowledged
THE FACT, this human king did not yield to osny God, nor
accept voluntarily Goo's RULE ovER HrM AND Hrs NATroN.
Nor have the governments of man from that day down to
ours! God has alloused this. But this does not change the
made

recr!
The fourth, fifth and sixth chapters of Daniel continue to
reveal to all who accept the revealed Wono oF Goo-as
Daniel's friends revealed to those rulers-that God is
supREME in authority and power ouer all national gouernments!
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The real Christian must BELIEVE that God /S-and that
He is a rewarder of those that ospv Htu. It requires FAITH.
Today, the matter of obeying God, aboue obedience to a
law of human government that would cause one to stl.t, might
even become a LIFE-AND-DEATH matter, as it was for those
three Jewish men.
No Christian should have a REBELLtoUs attitude toward
his country-an attitude of oprtnNcr-but rather an attitude
of osrnrrNcp to Goo first, and being loyal to, and willingly
subject to the laws of his country, even to submission to what
penalties they assess, if that be required. His attitude should
be rovn of country-not hostility against it. It is simply a
matter for each man to decide for himself that oBEDIENCE To
Goo must come rrnsr!
Our young men, as they study this subject, should rcalize
its extreme seriousness, and pray for Goo's guidance, leading
them into a right personal conviction according to Goo's
TRUTH.

What ls SIN?

The whole question of the right or wrong of military service,
bearing arms, and killing, revolves on the question: "Is it
sIN?" If not, we must submit to such service if so ordered by
the government.
If it is sIN, then God says we must obey Gon rather than
man (Acts 5:29), although still in subjection to the human
authority by submitting to penalties, if imposed.
Sin began with Adam. Although, in the days of Moses at
Mount Sinai, God Himself spoke the words of His Law in the
hearing of the whole nation (Exodus 20), the Law had been in
force since Adam. Adam broke three specific Commandments
in his sin. "Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the
world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for
that all have sinned" (Romans 5:12). And, further, ". . . but
sin is not imputed when there is no law. Nevertheless death
reigned from Adam to Moses" (verses 13-14). So sin r.uos
imputed-the Law was in full existence and force from
Adam.

The Law of God is the wAy oF r,rrp which c^c,usps peace,
happiness, abundant well-being. It is simply a matter of cAUSE

't0
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and nrrscr. Rebellion-transgression of tHts wav-is the
cAUSE of unhappiness, poverty, strife, trouble, pain and
suffering, war and death. Gon's wAy brings the blessing
everyone desires. The opposlTE wAy, or sin, brings every
curse.

God Himself determines that transgression of His Law is
slN-because it brings harm, euil, upon humans whom God
loves. So violation is punishable by cArITAL rUNISHMENTDEATH for eternity--eternal punishmentl
In respect to war, the basic teaching of God-His basic
LAw respecting war, military service, and killing, therefore, is
the Sixth Commandment: "Thou shalt not kill."
God's Law, as stated in brief in the Ten Commandments
(Exodus 20), exemplifies the whole of the RIGHr wnv of life.
They are the ten basic principles of righteousness for man,
both individually and nationally.
The New Testament, magnifying the basic rRINCIrLE,
says: "Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye
know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him" (I
John 3:15). Jesus, applying this law specifically to enemies,
said: "Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good
to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully
use you, and persecute you; that ye may be the children of
your Father which is in heaven" (Matthew 5:44-45).
This may sound, to those who do not know Gon's wAy,
like the impractical teaching of a "square." But it is the
teaching of rHp ONr by whom God created the universe, and
who right now is the Executive administering the SuperGovernment of the entire universe, sustaining this earth and
all that exists by the Word of His Powrn!!! (Hebrews 1:1-3.)
We shall demonstrate that it is easily possible to "love your
enemies."
The Two WAYS of Life

There are the two broad, general philosophies or wAys oF
LIFE.

God's wAy is the wAy of lovn (which is outgoing
concern)-of being Gon-centered, loving and obeying God
ahead of all else-and loving fellowman (including enemies)
os one's self. It is the way that belieues Jesus when He says it
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is more blessed to crvp than to receive (Acts 20:35). It is run
wev of cooperation, helping, sharing.
SIN is THE wAy of vanity, self -love, self-centeredness,
selfishness, greed, competition, grasping, taking, getting,
accumulating, acquiring; and of jealousy, envy, malice,
resentment, strife, hatred, murder. It is the opposrrE of God's
way. It is the way of wAR.
In the SIN wAy oF LIFE, love of snr,r is balanced by an
equal hostility or lack of concern for others-although the

"empirical self" usually includes those one feels allied
with-such as wife or husband, one's club, team, group, or
country. In GOD'S wAy, concern for others is in equal balance
to love of self.
These are the two opposrrE wAys oF LrFE-opposite
ATTITUDEs of

the way of

nrlnr. One is the way of righteousness,

the other

stNI.

Goo is LovE. His whole character is that of LovEourcolNc coNCERN. Hp IS THE GIVER of every good and
precious gift. In love for us humans, God cAVE His Son-gave
His Law that it might go well with usl God desires to crve
each of us His Holy Spirit, and eternal life!
This gives you the broad, general rRINCTrLE of Goo's
Law-the basis and foundation of the Government of Goo.
The entire Law may be summed up in the one word,
LovE. It is love toward God, and love toward neighbor-the
two great commandments. The first four of the Ten
Commandments define, in principle, How to love Goo. The
last six, love toward fellowman. These, in turn, are applied in
principle to speciflc cases.
Military service, bearing arms (for use against humans),
killing, war, is directly contrary to God's Law in principle! It
is not THE wAy of giving, sharing, helping, serving.
Specific Teaching

The one specific point of God's basic Law concerning war is
the sixth of the Ten Commandments, "Thou shalt not kill."
If all nations obeyed that Commandment, and followed
the wlv of r-ovp toward other humans-and other nationsthere would be no wars.
But, one reasons, that's a pretty platitude, but it's not
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practical-it won't work! Wnv?

Because, he reasons, if our
nation obeys that Commandment, and is disarmed with no
military force, it would be attacked and beaten by some other

nation which ignores, disregards and disobeys God's Law, and
believes in wnn. We would lose our liberties, our land, our
homes, our wealth-probably our lives!

That is precisely the way all nations Do reason.
But God says, "There is n wey that seemeth right to a
man, but the end thereof are the ways of opnur" (Proverbs
14:12,16:25).

The Eternal Creator says that that reasoning is ralsp.
The Creator understands human nature better than we
humans do. He provided for our protection against the
ungodly BNruv! Almighty God is not impractical-He doesn't
leave those who obey and trust Him-who accept HIs
GovpnuruENT over them, helpless! One of the basic responsibilities of any government is to pnorncr its own subjects!
Do you, then, think the Government or Goo is so feeble
and lacking in power that it is unable to protect the
individual-or the nation-it governs?
It's time we open our eyes to run rncrs!
God did take a people to be His nation. He took a family
of some two to four million helpless slAvEs-descendants of
God's friend Abraham-and offered to set them up as a
nation under His Government.

Protection From Aggression Guaranteed by God!

Notice now the specific application of the commandment,
"Thou shalt not hill," to military force and war.
Notice how Gon says to those under Hrs GovERNMENT,
that Hrs GovnnNnaENT-an all-powerful supernatural and
super-national Government-will pRorECT His people against
any invading force.
God said to this multitude of ex-slaves, whom He had
just freed by supernatural power from the Egyptian taskmasters:

"Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the
w&y, and to bring thee into the place which I have
prepared. . . . if thou shalt indeed obey his voice, and do all
that I speak; then l will be an enemy unto thine enemies, and
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an adversary unto thine adversaries. For mine Angel shall go
before thee, and bring thee in unto the Amorites, and the
Hittites, and the Pefizzites, and the Canaanites, the Hivites,
and the Jebusites: and 1 will cut them off" (Exodus 23:20,
22-23).

God promised supernaturally to fight any invading enemy

to protect the nation and people under HIs Government. I
intend to give you ample case histories to verify this.
But is it just as wrong for Goo to fight an invading army,
and if necessary, take human life, as for humans?
Assor,urpr,y Nor!
God is the crynn of human life. Human lives belong to
HimlHe, alone, has the nrcnr to tahe human lives. The Sixth
Commandment forbids runN of his own volition and at his
discretion to take human life!
Free Choice for Man and Nations

But did you notice-there were coNDITIoNS to God's promise
of divine protection. He said He would protect them ". . . if
thou shalt indeed obey his voice, and do all that I speak."
During this flrst six thousand years, in God's Master Plan,
He does not force any nation, or individual, to come under His
Govrnururur. That decision is left to man's free cHorcs.
When God, with His own thundering voice, delivered the
ten basic points of His inexorable spiritual Law from Mount
Sinai, He was outlining for MANKIND the way to peace,
happiness and abundant well-being.

This applies to every individual, and to every nation.
Transgression of the basic Law is sIN (I John 3:4).
This Law-the very principle of RIcst as distinguished
from wRoNc-had, of course, existed from the time of Adam.
(Write for free article, "Were the Ten Commandments in
Force Before Moses?")
You'll find the account of God's delivering of this Law in
Exodus 20:l-17 and Deuteronomy 5:4-22.
God had said, "THou sHALT Nor KILL!" For MAN, of his
own volition, to take human life is a cArITAL srN, punishable
with the supreme oArITAL pUNISHMpNt-that of eternal
deatht.

Immediately after God thundered the Ten Command-
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ments, the people were frightened and backed away, trembling-begging Moses to stand between them and God. Then
(Exodus 20:2L-22), Moses moved closer to the thick darkness
"where God was," and God began saying to Moses: "Thus
thou shalt say unto the children of Israel . . ." and God gave
various laws and ordinances for the nation, including the
specific instruction on fighting in wlR, quoted above (Exodus
23:20-23).

lsrael Chose God's Government

Then, once God had restated before this vast family of
Israelites His basic spiritual Law-the foundational PRINCIPLE
for all the national civil statutes, judgments and ordinancesand also basic civil statutes and ordinances, God put it to
these people, through Moses, to cHoosp whether they would
accept Hrs GovpRNMENT over them.
Notice the completing of the covENANr-the AGREEMENT
between God and this propl,E-to form them into a NATIoN
under Goo's GovpnNupur:
"And Moses took half of the blood, and put it in basons;
and half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar. And he took
the book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the
people: and they said, All that the Lord hath said will we do,
and be obedient. And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it
on the people, and said, Behold the blood of the covenant
which the Lord hath made with you concerning all these
words" (Exodus 24:6-8).
Government Protection Against War

Noucp cAREFULLrI. A part of God's pLATFoRM oF GovERNMENT
which He laid before the people before they became HIs
NArroN was the promise that HIs GovpnNupNr would protect
its citizens from need of going to wan.
That is the opEN rRoMISE or Goo, which would apply to
lNv nation. Later, God offered the sAME government, and its
protection and blessings, to the first woRLD sldplnn-the
gentile Chaldean Empire under King Nebuchadnezzar-as we
shall

see.

God plays no favorites. He does not bless one nation and

harm another by HIs arbitrary choice.
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But human nature is human nature-and
facts are facts.
And humanity had rebelred against
God rro- the beginning_
before the Flood, and after the Flood.
From the time of the Tower of
Baber, men had organized
themselues into nations, with
HUMAN ii"".-rr government_
..NTRARY ro God's laws, and
God'. Gou.rrment over them.
They had chos en ot;her god,s!
Their rerigions were empty superstitions.
And they

wen-making kingdoms! God had

a.rri i"

were

l, ,.r-istakabre
manner with mankind, ever since
Creation!
No pEollx, except a downtroi;r;sLAvE people in
bondage, would have
the cuolcr to say to God, ,,AIl
-"d.
that
the Lord hath said, will we do and
be obedient.,,

Not only had this enlarged family
oi t..aelites been
suffering under the rash of siavery,
nrt
coa had onnaoN_
srRArED to them Hrs powpR-and
Hrs
LOVE in outgoing
concern for them, by delivering
them fro_ slavery by
SPECTACULAR MIRACT,TS !
By the miracles in pr,ecups upon
the Egyptians, God had
freed them.
Human Nature at Work

And sun'rAN

NATURT? Yes, these

Israelites were full of it!
wHv do world readers, scientists ura-la.rcators
EVEN
roDAy reject
and plv t!ej. trua"r, piofessions,
9og,and
interests as if God dta noi ,*t
,., coa Hi-r;#;elh us_in
Hrs
wono to mankind:

"Because th".".rr"l mind
[human nature]
is enmity [hostile] against God:
for
t..rf:..t
to the lew
of God, neither

indeed
b.,, (R
,;;j
"u,this BASrc
so Now uNDERsTANn
LAw. God has made it a
cAprrAL srN for man to take
human life. God is the giuer
and
Maker of human_ life. He,
i.
alone, h;;;; right to tahe
human life, if and when and"rd
bv *hut.u., ;;;iiE
may use.
God forbids the people--the N,^,,oN-the
kill' God renders wars and k,ring ,NNECESSAR' rNDrvrDuAr.-to
for any peopre
Or NAtiON. HOW? GON HINASPT,T.
WILL DO THE FIGHTING if
fighting be necessary!
,,. . .
and Leave the FIGHTING to GOD!,,

The people, indiuiduaily qnd
nationayy,shalr oBEy Hrrra. To
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do so, they must RELv oN HIM. He is able! He has the powpn!
He has the ntcsr! He has pnonaISED, and He cannot lie. To
doubt that He will do our fighting for us is sru. Lack of faith is
sIN (Romans 14:23). Therefore it is srN to fail or refuse to trust
God to do whatever fighting (for us) is necessary, after He has
FoRBTDDEN us to fight and kill and has rRoMISED to do any
necessary fighting for us.
Obedience and faith-that is the duty of the people!

That is rup wny to pBecp! To do whatever fighting might be
necessary-that is Goo's prerogative!
In God's specific instructions above quoted (Exodus
23:20-23), what the people were to do was break down the
idolatrous IMAGES of these pagans-not break down, fight, or
kill the PEoPLE.
God said Hn would do the fighting. He would drive them
out.

Notice verses 27 through 33. God said IIE, not an
Israelite army, would put terror in these enemies, turn their
backs to the Israelites, and send hornets which would drive
out these land poachers, who had no right to have taken the
land promised to Israel (the "pnoMrsED r,lNo").
('1"-God-will drive them out, Nor all
Notice verse )S;
at once in one year, but (verse 30), little by little.
God's Specific Application

This is God's specific application of the commandment "Thou
shalt not kill" to military organization and war. It is Goo's
instruction for mankind. He says plainly we humans must not
fight-shall not need to fight-because we are commanded,
instead, to Rnr,v oN GoD. God has promised that, when we
obey

Him in this, trusting Him, Hp wIr.r. FIGHT ouR
Spiritual as well as physical!

BATTLES

FoR us.

We shall show many case histories that demonstrate this.
The pnIncIpLE applies both to physical and spiritual warfare,
and to both personal and national enemies.
Next, study Numbers 33:50-56. Here we find the same
teaching. When the people of Israel cross the Jordan and

enter their promised land, Goo shall have delivered those
idol-worshiping land-poachers (as He promised in Exodus
23:31) into their hands, and the Israelites were to "drive them
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out" of the land. Nowhere in this passage does God say the
Israelites are to use military weapons and rtr,l these people.
God already had promised Hp would deliver them into Israel's
hands, with their backs to the Israelites. Driving them out is
r.rot killing. What they were to onsrnov (verse 52) was the
idolatrous "pictures" (margin: figured stones), and molten
images (idols).
These passages give Gon's teaching for mankind. God
does not have one way for Israelites and a different way for
Gentiles. God does not have one way for one time, and a
different way for another time. God is no respecter of persons.
He says, "I cHANGE Nor."
This is Goo's teaching-in His Word!
ANyTuING CONTRARY TO THIS TEACHING, THEREFoRE,

IS

sIN/
WHY lsrael Did Fight

But, one may well ask, didn't Israel fight?
Did not that nation arm itself and go to war? Did they
not ru,r? Did not God even command them to go to war and
l?ill?

The answer is yEs-bu, in no way does this alter or
nullify or refute the ABOVE TEACHING, as we shall
show.

Few, indeed, have ever understood wuy Israel went to
war. They should neuer haue done so-as we shall clearly
demonstrate.

So now UNDERSTANo why Israel did go to war! Understand how they sINNED in so doing!
God did not intend that these people should ever need to
go to war. In delivering them out of Egypt, in order that they
should not spp war, become discouraged or fearful, and want
to return to Egypt, He took them on a far-around way to the
Promised Land.
"When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them
by way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near;
for God said, 'Lest the people repent [change their minds]
when they sEE wAR, and return to Egypt.' But God led the
people round by the way of . . . the Red Sea . . ." (Exodus
13:17-18, Revised Standard Version).

't8
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Even before they had reached Sinai a chain of significant
incidents occurred. After the namncI,Es God had performed in
FREEING

them from slavery in Egypt, protecting them,

blessing them, FIGHTING their military battle for them, leading

them miraculously by a cloud by day and pillar of fire by
night, these people began to gripe, grumble, complain and
DISOBEY God.

Even in face of such incredible MIRACLTs, they began,
even then to r,osp FAITH.

These people-600,000 men, beside women and children-came to the Red Sea. There were no ships, no bridges.
They could not swim such a distance. They could not walk on
the water. They were sroppED by this obstacle beyond their
own power.
They looked, and within eyesight Pharaoh's lnuy was
coming after them.
How God Fights Our Battles

Right here, before they reached Mt. Sinai-before they heard
God's own great voice thundering His Ten CommandmentsGod demonstrated the pattern He would follow in preserving
His people from having to undergo military service, or
fighting in war, or taking human life!
Here is God's liuing EXAMrLE Nun{spn oNn!
Yet even here, the people of Israel, in fright, grumbled,
complained, accused-lacked faith in God.
These Israelites had started out of Egypt "with an high
hand" (Exodus 14:8). "But the Egyptians pursued after them,
all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and
his ARMY, and overtook them encamping by the sea. . . . And
when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their
eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them; and
they were sore afraid: and the children of Israel cried out to
the Lord. And they said unto Moses, Because there were no
graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the
wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt with us, to carry us out
of Egypt? Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt,
saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians? For it
had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we
should die in the wilderness" (Exodus L4:9-12).
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But God's punposE was not to be defeated. He puRposED
to deliver them out of Egyptian slavery. He punpospn to show
them-and all nations, and all humanity-that Ho would
fight their battles for them. So, in spite of their faithless
complaining in this initial nxnupla of God's faithfulness-in
spite of their lack of faith-He was determined to fight this
battle and save them.
"And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still,
and see the salvation of the Lord, which Hp wrll sHow you to
day. . . . The Lord shall fiSht for you, and ye shall hold your
peace" (verses 13-14).
The Israelites were not to fight-but stand still! They
were to see God save them from Pharaoh's ARMy. God was
going to suow rHEM that He would fight their wars for them!
They were to remain at prncp!
How God DID Fight for Them

Then God's angel moved behind the Israelites, and the great
dark cloud moved between them and the Egyptian army. It
held the Egyptian army from attacking Israel all night, but
illuminated the way before Israel. Then God parted the
waters of the sea, holding them back by divine MIRACLE, so
that the waters formed a high wall on both sides, and the
Israelites marched across on the dry floor of the sea.
Now notice the dramatic example of how God miraculously fought Israel's battle for them, as recorded in the
Moffatt translation:
"Moses stretched his hand out over the sea. . . . Then the
Eternal swept the sea along by a strong east wind, all night,
till the waters parted; the bed of the sea was dry, and the
Israelites marched through the sea on dry ground, the waters
forming a wall to the right and left. The Egyptians in pursuit
of them went into the sea, all the Pharaoh's horses and
chariots and cavalry. And in the watch before the dawn the
Eternal looked out from the column of fire and cloud on the
Egyptian army and threw them into a panic; He clogged their
chariot-wheels till they drove heavily. The Egyptians cried,
'Let us flee from the Israelites! The Eternal is fiShtin7 for
them against the Egyptians!'Then said the Eternal to Moses,
'Stretch your hand out over the sea, to make the waters flow
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back upon the chariots and cavalry of the Egyptians!' Moses
stretched his hand out over the sea. Then, as morning broke,
the sea returned to its wonted flow, and while the Egyptians
were fleeing against it, the Eternal overwhelmed the Egyptians in the middle of the sea; the waters did flow back over
the chariots and cavalry, over the whole army of the Pharaoh,
which had followed them into the sea, till not a single one of
them was left. But the Israelites had walked through the sea
on dry ground, the waters forming a wall to right and left.
Thus did the Eternal save Israel that day from the Egyptians,
till Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the sea shore; Israel
saw the mighty action of the Eternal against the Egyptians,
AND THE pEopLE srooD IN AwE oF THE EtpRunr., BELIEVING IN
tup ErrnNer. and in His servant Moses" (Exodus l4:2L-31).
Their Faith Short-Lived
Yes, for a short while, the spell of awp still over them, these
people actually BELIEVED in God. Trusting God to oo what He

has promised requires believing in MIRACLES, you say? On
couRSE! Salvation requires miracles! God is a miracle-working
God!

After this miraculous delivery from disaster-from a
wAR-a whole army of a then great nation destroyed-those
Israelites expressed a little temporary FAITH. With Moses,
they sang a song of praise and rejoicing: "I will sing unto the
Lord. . . . The Lord is my strength and song, and he is become
my salvation" (Exodus l5:l-2).
But now uNDERSTANo the lesson here!
Egypt is a type of srN. God was, figuratively in type,
delivering these people out of slN. They were starting out on
Goo's wnv of life.
But, ur.roERSTAND!!!-God's way of life requires TAITH. It
is a life of osnolnNcp to God. Obedience requires rnrrH. We
are sAVED by cRACE, through FAITH "and that not of
yourselves: i, is the gift of GOD" (Ephesians 2:8). But not by a
DEAD faith! It is a LrvrNG faith that makes obedience
possible.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego (Daniel 3) obeyed
God's command against idol worship-but their stout refusal
to bow down to Nebuchadnezzar's idol was possible only by
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RELIANCE oN GoD to protect and deliver them. They
TRUSTED God (Daniel 3:28). They exercised rmtn-liuing

their

faith! Empty, dead faith-just spI,rnvruc that God exists-is
not the faith that saves. "The demons also believe, and
tremble" (James 2:19).
But faith and obedience must ENDURE! The newly freed
Israelite slaves, still under the spell of nwp after experiencing
such miracles, expressed faith and sang.
But they didn't believe very deeply or for very long.
When they came to Marah, they found the water too bitter to
drink. This one little problem in their path brought them
again to complaining and oouerlNc (Exodus L5:24). Again, by
a miracle, God made the waters sweet.
The TEST of Obedience

Moses led these people on to the wilderness of Sin-between
Elim and Sinai. They had now been gone from Egypt one
month. And again, "the whole congregation of the children of
Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness
and the children of Israel said unto them, Would to God we

had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt . . . for
kill this whole

ye have brought us forth into this wilderness, to
assembly with hunger" (Exodus 16:2-3).

So God gaue them a test of obedience, along with

miraculously providing food. God said: "I will rain bread from
heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a
certain rate every day, that I may prove them, whether they
will walh in my law or no" (Exodus 16:4).
The particular llw God was testing them on was His
Sabbath. And remember, they had not yet reached Sinai. On

the sixth day of the week He would provide them with a
Two-DAy portion. On the seventh day, God's Sabbath, He
commanded them to rest and refrain from going out to gather

manna. On the sixth day God provided the two-day supply.
Nevertheless, on God's Sabbath, some of the people, greedy
for gain, went out to gather manna.
"How LoNG refuse ye to keep my commandments and my

laws?" thundered God at them (Exodus 16:28). They were
neither trusting nor obeying God.
The vast congregation journeyed on and pitched tents in
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Rephidim. Again, there was no water. Again they griped,
murmured, accused, lost faith, and tempted the ErpnNnL
(Exodus 17:L-2).
Now we come to the cRUCIAL INCIDENT that explains wsY
Israel went to war. Regularly they had been grumbling,
complaining, accusing, disobeying, LosING FAITH-in face of
constant MIRACLES from God. Now, again, as God performed
another miracle, causing water to gush forth out of a rock,
the people DouBTED that God was with them. ". . . they
tempted the Lord saying, Is the Lord among us, or not?"
(Exodus l7:7.)
Now consider what had happened. Repeatedly, God had
given these people awe-inspiring and miraculous demonstrations of His intention to fight their battles for them. These
were vISIBLE miracles, which the people witnessed with their
own eyes. God had demonstrated His faithfulness, His rowrn,
His willingness, HIs wlv! Yet repeatedly, these people
doubted, complained, found fault, grumbled. Repeatedly they
Losr FArrH. After all of this ovERwHELMING pRooF, these
people DoUBTED God's faithfulness-DouBTED His powereven DoUBTED His very existence. They disobeyed. They went
the way of srN! In effect, they had their own "God is dead"
movement!
Faith Gone-Chose WAR!

At this point, Moses was distraught, his nerves shattered, his
patience about exhausted. After all, Moses was only human!
"What am I to do with this people?" Moses appealed to
God (Exodus 17:4); "They are almost ready to stone me!"
God answered Moses, had him move ahead of the people,
and smite the rock at Horeb with the same stick he had used
in the parting of the waters of the Red Sea. Then again God
performed a visible MIRACLp-water gushed out of the rock.
But, just then, Amalek, a Gentile king, came against the
Israelites in great strength with an invading army.
This time God allowpo the Israelites to write the lesson
of experience. He allowed them to sIN. God does not forcibly
prevent humans from sinning.
Moses, at the end of his patience trying to induce these
stubborn, rebellious people to believe in and TRUST God, said
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to Joshua, "Choose us out men, and go out,

FIGHT with
Amalek" (Exodus 17:9).
Lacking the faith to trust God for their protection, Moses
feared they would be slaughtered. Although Moses weakened
and gave the order for wlR, it was THE pEopLn themselves who
actually MADE THE DECIsIoN for war, by their utter lack of

reliance on God.
It was altogether unnecessary for these Israelites to arm
themselves and wage wAR.
It was wRoNG! It was srN. But God let the decision be
theirs!

This incident was the turning point.
It occurred before they reached Mt. Sinai. It was after
this that God laid before them Hrs pnoposAl for them to
become HIs nation, ruled by HIs GovrnNupNr.
It was after this that God promised, conditioned on
obedience and faith, always to fight their battles for them-to
protect them from war-to give them constant rEACE.
It was after this that they accepted His Government over
them. But already they had shown lack of faith and trust,
even during the days when God was DEMoNSTnatINc His
power and faithfulness by so many miracles!
They had experienced a taste of war. They could
have-sh ould haue-turned from it, afterward, and relied on
God instead of their own power.
But they didn't.
Refusa! to Have Peace

Later, shortly before the Israelites, under Joshua, finally did
enter the Promised Land after 40 years, Moses wrote for
them-and for us today as well-this account of their REFUSAL
through lack of faith to let Goo save them from wAR.
You'll read it in the first chapter of Deuteronomy. Here is
the gist of it in the Moffatt version:
"The Eternal our God said to us at Horeb [Mt. Sinai],
'You have stayed long enough among the hills here; move on,
away into the highlands of the Amorites and all the
surrounding country. . . . I hand this land over to you, as far as
the great river, the river Euphrates. . . . ' On setting out from
Horeb we passed through that wide awful desert, as you saw,
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on our way to the Amorite highlands. . . .I said to you, 'Now
you have reached the Amorite highlands, which the EtpnNm,
our God is to give us; here is the ErpnNar, your God handing
over the land to you; march in and take possession of it, as the
ErpRNar. the God of your fathers has told you: FEAR Nor,
neither be dismayed.' "
But the people DID fear-and they were dismayed! They
didn't BELIEVE Goo! Continue the account:

"Then you all came to me," Moses continued, "and
proposed to send some men in front, to explore the land and
bring back word about the route you should follow . . ." instead

of proceeding in rarrH on the route Gon would lead. Moses
continued: ". . . so I chose twelve men, one for each [tribe], and
they made their way into the highlands as far as the wady of
Eshcol, which they explored. Then, carrying some fruit of the
country, they brought it down to us, with this report:'It is a fine
land that the ErpRNnr, our God is to give us.' But you would not
march up;you REBELLED against the orders of the EtpnNaL your
God, and grumbled in your tents, 'It is because the ErnnNeL
hates us that He has brought us out of the land of Egypt to hand
us over to the Amorites, to be destroyed! What is our fate to be?
Our friends have made our courage melt by telling us that the
people are stronger and taller than ourselves, and the towns are
walled up to the sky; besides, they saw giants in the land!'
"Then I said to you," Moses continued, "'Dread them
not, have no fear of them. The ErpnNAL your God who goes in
front of you, HE wrLL FrcHT FoR you; HE wrLL Do IT ALL FoR you,
as you saw him do in Egypt, and also in the desert, where you
saw how the ErpnNAL your God carried you forward, as a man
carries his boy, all the long road till you reached this place.'
But, for all I said, you would not trust the ErpnNAL your God,
who had gone in front of you upon the road, by fire during the
night, and by a cloud during the day."
These Israelites simply would neither BELIEVE nor oBEy
the living Goo!
By their continuous disbelief, Iack of reliance on Goo,
and reliance only on pHysICAL wARFARE, they made the
DECISIoN to be, like all the nations of the earth, a wARRTNG
NATION!

Actually, reliance on military arms, physical force, and
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human allies, is stN. It breaks God's Commandment, "Thou
SHALT NOT KILL!,,

The fact that u,l nations have chosen this way of sIN
it nIcnr! And the individual Christian, today,
having God's Spirit, and in God's CnuRcu, must face this
question and decide for himself whether he will go along rur
wAy oF sIN, as the overwhelming majority are doing, or
whether he will oBEy Goo, and then rRUSr Goo with his
does not make

life-rnusr

Goo alone!
Nations CAN Choose Peace!

Would it seen preposterous to chiefs of state today, to believe
that even Now God Almighty actually would fight our wars for
us-that oun nations, today, could actually haue pnacp-and
have it this uery year?

Undoubtedly it would! World leaders today-in ALL
nations-have gotten so far from God and God's ways, and
God has become so UNREAI to them that it probably would
seem ridiculous even to suggest such a thing. The scientists,
the industrial and commercial leaders, the educators-yes,
and even the clrncv-have all departed so rnn from God and
HIs wnvs, that such a thought could not even enter their
minds.

Yet the ErpnNal has not left us without absolute
He has recorded, in His Word, not only His
promises, but three additional concrete case histories-in
ASSURANCE!

addition to those already recounted in this booklet-proving
ACTUALLv DID Do rHE FIGHTING for a nation being
invaded, when that nation and its rulers TRUSTED Hru.

that He

God's PURPOSE Stands!

Even though God ALLows humans to make their own
decisions-allows them to slN-allows nations to go to
wAR-nevertheless God's puRposE must stand! His punposp
was to settle these descendants of Abraham in the land He
had promised Abra[a11-((f,he Pnovrspn LANo."
God's promise to Abraham, 430 years before, had been
made uNCoNDITIoNAL. Abraham had performed his paft of
that agreement. He had obeyed God, kept God's command-

ments and laws (Genesis 26:5). Now God's faithfulness
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demanded that He plant these people in that land, regardless

of their conduct!
It was Goo's responsibility to place these people in the
Promised Land, driving out the inhabitants. It was Israel's
responsibility to decide How this would be done-whether to
rely on God to do the fighting, driving out the illegal
inhabitants, or to arm themselves, fight, and engage in war.
These descendants of Abraham had made their decision
to be a fighting, war-waging nation.
That decision was theirs to make.
And since they had made it, God used them to do the
fighting in driving out the inhabitants illegally possessing the
land God had allotted to Abraham's descendants. Consequently God gave orders for them to do what fighting-and
killing-was necessary to accomplish God's puRposE of
putting them in the land of promise!
But that did not mahe war r"rcHr. Whether to oo right or
wrong-that is MAN's decision! These Israelites did not need
to fight!
So it was BECAusn of Israel's faithfulness and disobedience that God ALLowED them to srN by taking up arms. And
therefore God used them as His instruments in driving out the
nations illegally in their land.

Even at that later date the Israelites could have
their decision, and trusted God to fight
their battles for them.
God had given the Israelites every chance. They were
without excuse!
RErENTED, changed

But, even as in our personal and national lives today, one
invariably
leads to another. Whatever is not of FAITH ls sIN!
sin
(Romans 14:23.)
Having committed the sin of noust, these Israelites
proceeded to commit the sIN oF FIGHTING-of wan!
God u,lowED THIS! And for good reason! Without free
moral agency God's puRposE for having placed humans on this
planet would be frustrated! That puRposE is the development
of righteous cHARACTEn-and it necessitates FREE MoRAL
AGENCY!

God's puRposE must stand, even though God allows
humans to rebel and sin! His punposn in placing the Israelites
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in the Pnonarspn Lmu had to stand-and Goo sAw ro

IT.

Israel's stN could not prevent it!
So Now you KNow the reason why the nation Israel went

to war!
God's Laws Relating to War

Since Israel exercised their God-allowed prerogative of
making the wrong decision for wln, it is true that God gave
them special laws relating to war. They are found in
Deuteronomy 20.
But Notlcn! They are not laws of military strategy! They
did not justify or glorify war. They did not teach Israelites to
hate, want to kill, or become skilled in the arts and strategy of
warfare or military tactics.
These laws still concerned God's fighting for them-even
though they had decided to go to war. And these laws
concerned military exemption fot certain reasons.
God allowed them to make their owN wRoNc decision to
fight. So He said-in these special war regulations-"When
thou goest out to battle," and they find themselves facing a
superior military force "BE Nor AFRAID. . . for the Lord thy
God is with thee. . ." (Deuteronomy 20:1).
When they approached the actual battle, it was Nor
the army general or military commander-in-chief who was
to give the orders, BUT THE pRIEst! The priest shall say:
"Hear, O Israel, ye approach this day unto battle against
your enemies: let not your hearts faint, fear not, and do not
tremble, neither be ye terrified because of them." And
wHv? Not because Israel had a superior military force-for
they were greatly outnumbered. Not because of superior
military strategy, but "for the Lord your God is he that
goeth with you, To FIGHT FoR you against your enemies, to
sAvE You" (verses 3-4).
Then this law provides ExEMprIoNs from military service.

If a man has built a new house, and not dedicated
it-planted a vineyard and not yet enjoyed its fruits-become
betrothed, and not yet taken his wife to him-he shall be sent
home. If any man is faint-hearted and terrified, he is to return
home, Iest his presence cause others to lose heart also.

Military Service and War

Finally, when Israel's army draws close to the enemy,
they were to offer peace before fighting, and flght only if the
enemy rejects peace. Quite different from the laws and rules
of warfare used by any nation today!
Why God Ordered Them to War

But one may ask this question:
If war is wrong-if it is slN-if it is contrary to God's w,tv
for man, then wHv did God, on occasion, actually order the
Israelites to go to war and kill?
Consider these Two FACTS:
1) Israel had sinned in a) not TRUSTING God to do the
fighting for them; and b) in disobeying God's commandment
against war. They had cHosEN to be a war-waging nation. The
decision was wRoNG. Yet God compels man to decide
wHETHER to sin. If he does, he brings on himself the penalty.
THp r^tcr, therefore, must be realized that Isnnpr. REFUSED To
RELv oN Goo ro Do rHE FIGHTING; and csosn to be a warring
nation.
2) God's puRposu must stand, regardless of what men do.
It was God's puRposE to install Israel in, and to drive certain
people out of God's holy land, which He had rRoMISED to the
children of Abraham, Isaac and Israel. These nations had
taken and possessed that land illegally.
Since Israel was not going to rely on Goo to drive out
these nations, but elected to be a wnn-making nation, God
used them to accomplish His punposn of exterminating these
land-poachers. Therefore, He ordered them to do what was
required to make HIs punposa stand!

Understand this! The fulfilment of the divine puRposn
humans-it depends on Goo's action, not

does not depend on

man's.

Actually, even though this Israelitish nation rebelled
against God's command against war and kiling-even though
they made their decision to become a war-making nation, like
all others-even though Gon used them in driving out nations
from the Promised Land, it is still considered in Goo's Wono

that it was Goo who thrust out these foreign nations from
Israel's land.
In Acts 7:45, New Testament,

it

speaks of "the Gentiles,
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whom Goo drave out before the face of our fathers, unto the
days of David." In the RSV, it is, "Our fathers in turn brought
it [the Ark of God] in with Joshua when they dispossessed the
nations wHrcH Goo runusr our before our fathers. . . ."
God's Right to Take Life

But, did Goo do wrong, in using the war-determined Israelites
to drive out these nations, and to kill? Neven!
Remember this basic truth: God alone has the right to
take human life, since He alone is the GIvER of life.
Because of Israel's faithlessness and disobedience, God
used them as f/ls instrument in TAKING LIFE, which God had
full right to do!
There is No uNRIGHTEousNESS wITH Gon! But Israel had
chosen the way of srN in going to war. Even then, they could
have changed their decision.
The divine crvER of human life has the right to tahe the
lives He gaue. They belong to Hlnr! But for any human, or
nation, of his or its own volition, on his or its own initiative, to
take human life is sllt. The life he tqhes is not his-but Goo's!
He not only commits murder-he also srEALs or tqhes what is
Goo's.

Even his own life belongs to God. The suicide takes a
human life that belongs to God!
When God has made it one of the ten basic sINS for
man to take human life
and made it unnecessary for

to take care of the wars
man to go to war by promising
Himself supernaturally, then the nation which cHoosES to
be a wnn-waging nation has committed srN. And every
individual who enters its military organization is committing

srN.

Israel had made that decision. Other nations, too-all
had made it. Since the nations of this world do fight, God
allows them to commit this sIN. Yet, to carry out Hls puRposE,
God Himself determines the outcome of wars. And since
Israel already had rejected HIvr as its war-making force, He
even ordered them to fulfil Hrs runrosn, which must be
accomplished! But that did not whitewash Israel from having
deliberately rebelled and chosen to fight in war in violation of
Goo's wAY.
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IllusrnnrroN: When God commanded Abraham to sacriflce his son Isaac, the life of Isaac belonged to God. If Goo
ordered his life taken, that was God's right. If He ordered
Abraham to be His instrument in taking it, it was still Goo
who was the responsible party in tahing what was HIs to take.
Had Abraham refused, his rebellion would have been sin. Of
course, it was a test. As soon as Abraham proved his
obedience, which required FAITH (James 2:20-24), God provided a lamb substitute and reversed His order about slaying
Isaac.

David's Killing in War

God called David a man after His own heart. David was a
warrior. David killed many people. As king, he waged wAR.
But that did not make war right. God held David accountable
for his bloodguiltiness.
David very seriously desired to build the great Temple in
Jerusalem. Notice what King David said to Solomon his
son:

"My son, as for me, it was in my mind to build an house
unto the name of the Lord my God. But the word of the Lord
came to me, saying, Thou hast shed blood abundantly, and
hast made great wars: thou shalt not build an house unto my
name, because thou hast shed much blood upon the earth.
Behold, a son shall be born to thee, who shall be a man of rest;
. . . and I will give rnacp and quietness unto Israel in his days.

He shall build an house for my name. . ." (I

Chronicles

22:7 -L0).

David was a "man after God's own heart" NOT because
of his wars, his fighting, his killing.
God pUNISHED him for that!
What did endear David to God was, first of all, David's
willingness to admit it when he was wrong, and to RErENT.
David loued and obeyed God's Law (Psalm 119:97). His
ATTITUDE was right. He was humble, yet he was strong and
unafraid. He was rAIR in his dealings; he respected authority
and those over him; he was compassionate and merciful; he
was honest and straightforward. David had many wives, but if
you will research the record carefully, you will perhaps be
surprised to find that he repented of this, put away his
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in his latter years had only one wife. David
sinned-but he acknowledged his sins, and repented (Psalm
concubines, and
51).

Treating Effect- lgnoring CAUSE!

It's just as simple as this: There is a

cAUsE for every
EFFEcT-yet the whole society and way of life in the world
today is based on treating the effect, IGNoRING the clusp!
Our people do it in treating sickness and disease. They do it
in dealing with crime. They do it in woRKING FoR
PEACE!

Everybody wants

prncr-or at least, so the

nations

profess! They woRK for pplcp! Yet there is no peace!
WHv?

The very NEws of all this "working for peace" was
reported millenniums ago in biblical prophecy! But, it was
also reported, "the wAy oF rEACE they hnow not..." (Isaiah
59:8).
So, the nations and world leaders cny for

"peace"-work
for "peace," while they endorse, sanction, and continue the
utay of wan! They follow the way that is the c^c,usr of wlR,
trying to srop war by dealing with the effecf, ignoring the
causp!
WHY Must There Be WARS?

Many ask, "Well, if there be a God, wHy does God allow
wars?"
They argue: "If God is lovn, He surely wouldn't want all
this suffering. And if God is ALL-rowERFUL, He could preuent
wars! So why doesn't He?"
The answer is, certainly God could stop it-and in very
few years will!But, why in the future? Why did He euer allow
it?
Because a puRposn is being worked out here below! Man
was put here on earth to develop righteous cHARAcrnn! That
purpose necessitates free moral agency in man. It is absolutely necessary that man be given both the prerogative and the

ability to mahe his own choice, and exercise hls own will!
Otherwise-No cHARACTER!
There is a way that will prevent wnn, and produce
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pEACE-o way

to

happiness, and abundant well-being for

everybody!

The EToRNAL offered mankind that way-and let man-

kind choose! The EtrnNnr, created and set in motion
inexorable laws that worh-not only laws of chemistry and
physics-but also a basic srIRITUAL LAw, which is the way to
peace, happiness, abundant well-being! That LAw is the basic
cAUsE of peace. Its violation is the clusp of war!

Yes, it's just that simple!
But a rebellious humanity-priding itself on its rational
processes of "intellect"-willingly blinds its mind to simple
TRUTH, and embarks on a system of complicated and
nonsensical nnnon!

Human nature is basically rebellious against God, and
the inexorable laws of God (Romans 8:7).
The Creator laid before man the KNowLEDGE of His
Law-the knowledge of How ro AvoID wnns! But, yielding to
human nature-vanity, greed self-centeredness-rebellion
against God's Law of pplcp-that is the CAUSE of wars!
Nations Never Needed Go to War!

In respect to war, the basic point of God's spiritual Law is the
Sixth Commandment. It says, simply, "Thou shalt not

hill."
If all nations oBEyED that command of God, and followed
the way of r,ovn and ppnco, there would be no war!
But, an objector argues, "That's a pretty platitude-but
it's not practical. It would never work! Any nation that would
follow that command would be attacked and beaten by some
other nation that was more practical."
Oh, but that way woulD wonr! That way Is practical!
I repeat, the Creator understands human nature better
than we humans do! He provided for that!
Do you think the Almighty Creator is so impractical
that He leaves those who oBEy Hru-who accept HIs
GovpnxuENr over them-helpless? Understand this! God
Almighty is Supnnrvrp! He created the UNTvERSE-and He
RULES supREME over the entire vast uNrvERsE. He nur,ss
over the earth-and whatever men do in their politics-

their wars-their setting up of their own forms of
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government-is done oNLy BECAUSE Goo nr,lows rr! He did
make humans free moral agents.
Government Responsibility to Protect Citizenry

God is supREME in covnnNMENT! Again I remind you. A prime
responsibility of covERNMENT is to pRorncr its own subjects!
So open your eyes, now, to the FACTs as recorded in four
case histories!
God did take a people-as I have already shown-a
family of some two to three million sLAVES, children of God's
friend Abraham-and offered to set them up as a nation
uNDER Hrs GovpnNunNr!
To any people-whether an individual, a nation, or even all
nations-who will voluntarily subject themselves under God's
GovpnNunNr, God says the sAME rurNc-He is no respecter of
persons! What He said to these Israelites, He says to ar,r,:
He said, ". . . if thou shalt indeed obey [the messenger
that I will sendl, and do all that I speak; then f wiil be an
enemy unto thine enemies, and an adversary unto thine
adversaries. . . and l will cut them off" (Exodus 23:20-23).
God promised supernaturally to fight any invading
enemy to protect the nation and people that will obey and
TRUST Hrnr!

But, did you notice-there were coNDrrroNs to God's
promise of divine and supernatural protection. During the
first six thousand years of man's sojourn on earth, it is not in
God's Master Plan to force any nation, or individual, to come
under His GovpRNMENr. That is left to man's free cHolcp!
But these freed slaves-the Israelites-accepted God's
offer, and became His nation. They AGREED to obey Him and
His Laws-His Government-and He agreed to give them
eEACE, as long as they obeyed and trusted Him.
Case History No.

1

The Israelites-perhaps two to three MILLIoN of them-came
to the Red Sea. They were sroppED by this obstacle beyond
their own power.
They looked, and within eyesight, Pharaoh's ARMv was
coming after them.
Right here, God demonstruted He would preserve His
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people from having to undergo military service, or fighting in

war, or taking human life!

In spite of their faithless complaining in this initial

of God's faithfulness, He was determined to fight
this battle and save them.
After this miraculous delivery from disaster-from a
wAR-a whole army of a then great nation destroyed-those
Israelites murmured against Moses and Aaron.
Repeatedly, God had given these people awe-inspiring
and miraculous demonstrations of His intention to fight their
battles for them. After all of this ovpnwHELMrNG pRooF, these
people DouBrED God's faithfulness. They disobeyed. They
went the way of srN! They turned to wln!
It was altogether unnecessary for these Israelites to arm
themselves and wage wAR. It was wRoNG! It was slN. But God
let the decision be theirs!
But that did not make war RrcHr. Whether to oo right or
wrong-that is MAN's decision! These Israelites did not need
to flght. Nor does any nation today!
Many people have wondered wHy, if God's teaching is
that wen rs wRoNG, He actually commanded His own nation to
fight in war.
The answer we have now made plain. It is that God made
man with FREE MoRAL AGENCy-God not only allon,s humans
to have a cHoICE-He compels us to choose!
God alone determines wulr is sin. God does not allow
MAN to decide wHAr is sin, or wHAT is righteousness. But He
does allow man-He actually compels man to decide wHErHpn to sin.
God made it pr.nrN to ancient Israel that they need never
go to war. He guaranteed complete protection from outside
enemies. He guaranteed ppecp-if they would trust Him and
obey the laws of His Government! He demonstrated His
ability-and His powsn! But the Israelies chose wAR. Just as
ALL nations have chosen wln! Just as our nations doneedlessly-today!
EXAMrLE

Case History No. 2

This case concerns King Asa of the Kingdom of Judah. The
king of Ethiopia came against the Jews with 300 chariots and
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an army of oNE MILLIoN soldiers. They had major-size armies
in those days, strange as that may seem.
In those days the Jews also had a sizable army-but not
nearly large enough to withstand an invasion of a force of a
million troops.
Perhaps, had the Ethiopians come with a smaller army,
Asa might have gone to war with them, relying wholly on his
armed force, instead of on God. But, regardless, the rlct is
that in this instance this king did rely on God for his
defense!

"And Asa cried unto the Lord his God, and said, Lord, it
is nothing with thee to help, whether with many, or with them
that have No powER: help us, O Lord our God; for we rest on

thee, and in thy name we go against this multitude. O Lord,
thou art our God; let not man prevail against rHsn! So the
Lord smote the Ethiopians before Asa, and before Judah; and
the Ethiopians fled"! (II Chronicles L4:ll-L2.)
But there is an unhappy sequel to this tremendous
event-where reliance on Goo put n MrLLroN ARMED MEN To

rr,rcut!
In the 36th year the king of IsRenr,, Baasha, came with an
armed force against the Jews. Incidentally, note carefully, the
Kingdom of Isnau was here fighting against the Jrws of the
Kingdom of Juolu! They were two altogether different
nations! The people of the Kingdom of Isnnu neuer were
called Jews!
This time Asa neglected to rely on God to fight off the
attacking military force! This time he did pRECrsELy wHAr rHE
UNrrpn Srnrps RNo BnrrArN ARE DorNG roony! He hired an
elr.v-the Kingdom of Syria (II Chronicles 16:1-3).
"And at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa King of
Judah, and said unto him, Because thou hast relied on the
King of Syria, and not relied on the Lord thy God, therefore is
the host of the king of Syria escaped out of thine hand. Were
not the Ethiopians and the Lubims a huge host, with very
many chariots and horsemen? yet, because thou didst rely on
the Lord, he delivered them into thine hand. For the eyes of
the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show
himself srRoNG in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect
toward him. Herein thou hast done foolishly"-ygs1 LrKE rHE
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UNrrso Srarps AND ALL NATroNs roDAy!-"'therefore from
henceforth rHou sHALT HAVE wARs" (II Chronicles 16:7-9).
If you wonder why oun NATIoNS are continually having
wARs, there is your answer!
Case History No. 3

The next case history involves Asa's son, Jehoshaphat, the
next king of Judah.
Three allied armies came against Judah, with a mighty
military force.
"And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the
Lord, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. And Judah
gathered themselves together, to ask help of the Lord. . . .
"And Jehoshaphat stood in the congregation of Judah
and Jerusalem, in the house of the Lord, before the new court,
and said, O Lord God of our fathers, art not thou God in
heaven? and nur.nsr Nor rHou ovER ALL THE KTNGDoMS oF THE
HEATHEN?"-that is, over all Gentile nations, as well as
Israelitish?

Continue: "and in thine hand is there not powsn and
MIGHT, so that none is able to withstand thee? Art not thou
our Goo, who didst drive out the inhabitants of this land
before thy people Israel? . . . And now, behold, the children of
Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir, whom thou wouldest not
let Israel invade. . . . Behold, I say, how they reward us, to
come to cast us out of thy possession, which thou hast given to
us to inherit. O our Goo, wilt thou not judge them? for wn
HAVE No MrcHT AGATNST THrs cREAT coMpANy that cometh
against us; neither know we what to do: BUr oun EvES ARE oN
rspp"! (II Chronicles 20:3-12).
Could God be GOD, and fail to heed a heartrending
prayer like that-coming from helpless people who were
obeying and rnusrrNc Him?
Immediately God answered through one of His prophets:

"Thus saith the Lord unto you, Be not afraid nor
dismayed by reason of the great multitude; for the battle is
Nor YouRS, BUT Goo's. . . .
"Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set yourselves,
stand ye still, and see the salvation of the Lord. . . . And
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Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground: and
all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell before the
Lord, worshipping the Lord. . . .
"Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me O Judah . . . Belieue in the Lord your God, so shall ye be established: believe
His prophets, so shall you prosper. And . . . he appointed
sINGERS unto the Lord, and that should praise the beauty of
holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise
the Lord; for his mercy endureth forever.
"And when they began to sing and praise, the Lord set
ambushments against the children of Ammon, Moab and
Mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and they were
smitten. For the children [soldiers] of Ammon and Moab
stood up against the inhabitants of Mount Seir, utterly to slay
and destroy them: and when they had made an end of the
inhabitants of Seir, every one helped to destroy another. And
when Judah came toward the watch tower in the wilderness,
they looked unto the multitude, and, behold, they were dead
bodies fallen to the earth, and none escaped" (II Chronicles
20:15-24).

But would not most Americans, and British, hoot and
jeer in sarcasm, if one suggested that the great and.powerful
United States roDAy humble itself-and trust in the INvISIBLE
God-and wonsulr Him, bowing our heads to the ground?
Couldn't you just hear the snorts and raucous ridicule of
stiffnecked proud "Great" Britons at the suggestion that they
send .before an armed enemy an army of srucens, saying,
"pRArsE THE ErEp114tr!"-instead of relying on the nation's
MILITARY strength?
Yes, wouLDN'T it seem RIDICULoUs to suggest that oun
pround nations do this-BELIEVE God's prophets (not the
numerous false prophets who are Nor the clergy of the true
liuing CHnIsr), and march to war sINGrnc praises "to the
beauty of holiness"?
Well perhaps so! But that kind of "foolishness" turned
out to be mighty rRACTICAL for Jehoshaphat and those
Jews!

Someday-and in not more than a few years at thatAmerica and Britain will be forced to WAKE UP to the
sobering REALIzATIoN of which way is truly the "foolish" way!
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And God's true minister is telling you, as you read this, that
you'd better make the right choice Now, before it's too late!
For indeed it ls later than you think!
Case History No. 4

Several years later, "After these things and these acts of
faithfulness Sennacherib king of Assyria came and invaded
Judah. . . . And when Hezekiah [king of Judah] saw that
Sennacherib had come and intended to fight against Jerusalem, he . . . gathered [the people] together to him in the
square at the gate of the city and spoke encouragingly to them
saying, 'Be strong and of good courage. Do not be afraid or
dismayed before the king of Assyria and all the horde that is
with him; for there is one greater with us than with him. With
him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the Lord our God, to help
us and to fight our battles.' And the people took confidence
from the words of Hezekiah king of Judah" (II Chronicles
32:1-8 RSV).
Continue: "After this Sennacherib king of Assyria. . . sent his servants to Jerusalem to Hezekiah king of
Judah and to all the people of Judah that were in Jerusalem,
saying, 'Thus says Sennacherib king of Assyria, "On what are

you relying, that you stand siege in Jerusalem? Is not
Hezekiah misleading you, that he may give you over to die by
famine and by thirst, when he tells you, 'The Lord our God
will deliver us from the hand of the king of Assyria?' . . . Do
you not know what I and my fathers have done to all the
peoples of other lands? Were the gods of the nations of those

lands at all able to deliver their lands out of my

hand? . . . How much less will your God deliver you out of my

hand?"'
"Then Hezekiah the king and Isaiah the prophet, the son
of Amoz, prayed because of this and cried to heaven. ANo rHp
Lono sENT AN ANGEL, who cut off all the mighty warriors and
commanders and officers in the camp of the king of Assyria.
So he returned with shame of face to his own land. And when
he came into the house of his god, some of his own sons struck
him down there with the sword. So rHp Lono sAvED Hrzpxtln
AND THE TNHABTTANTS oF Jpnusnr.rru from the hand of
Sennacherib king of Assyria and from the hand oF ALL HIS
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and HE GAVE THEM REsr [relcn] oN EVERv srDE" (II
Chronicles 32:9-22 RSV).
War is so needlessl War is wnouc!
/F only ouR pEopLE AS A wHoLE could recognize REALITY-could understand that God is nner.-and wouldhumble
themselues before Him, BELIEVE Him-npI,y oN Him!
But, if our people wrr.r, Nor, then it is decreed, we shall, in

ENEMIES;

fewer years than you will believe, see ouR

along with a

cITTES

DESTRovED-

full third of our populations-by a

foreign

invasion!

The God who is REAL says of ouR pEopLES: "Prophesy
against the prophets of Israel. . . . O Israel, thy prophets are
like the foxes in the deserts. Ye have not gone up into the
gaps, neither made up the hedge for the house of Israel ro
srAND in the BATTLE rN THE DAy oF rrrp LoRo" (Ezekiel L3:2,
4-5).

message to ancient Israel-but to oun
of TODAY. The "DAy oF THE lspp"-a time foretold
in more than thirty prophecies-is going to strike this
generation sooner than some think! You will hnow, then, how
REAL it is. You will wish, then, you had heeded. I am not
writing foolishly, but very soberly, oN AUTHoRITv of the liuing
CHRIST!
Continue this wlnNING to oun nations ToDAy: "They have
seen vanity and lying divination, saying, The Lono saith: and
the Lord hath not sent them:. . . Because, even because they
have seduced my people, saying, Peace; and there [is] no
peace"/ (Verses 6, 10.)
Perhaps you need to read the free booklet The United
States and Britain in, Prophecy and then read this whole
chapter seriously! It is a last wARNTNG from the ErpnNu,

That is Nor a

NArroNS

Gon!

God says to us, ToDAy: "Cast away from you all your
transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and mahe you a
new heart and a new spirit;for WHY wILL yE DIE, O house of
Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth,
saith the Lord God, wherefore, TURN youRSELVns, and LIVE
vn" (Ezekiel 18:31 -32).
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ls there any DIFFERENCE
between God's teaching for
ancient lsrael, and His teaching
for members of His Church
TODAY?

\ Tow we need to UNDERSTAND the relation of
I\ God's teaching, So far covered, to individual

members of God's Church today.
Remember, with EMeHASIs, this basic TRUTH: Sin is
slN, whether committed between the time of Adam and
the Flood, whether in ancient Israel, or today; whether
by Jew or Gentile; whether by a nation, a group of
people collectively, or by an individual-regardless of
time.
And for emphasis we repeat: Popular acceptance,
group approval or disapproval, or national decree does not
determine what is sIN-or what is righteousness! Governments may legislate what they regard as crime, but sIN is
the transgression of Goo's Law. Stu involves man's
relationship with his Maker. And we have shown, in the
beginning, that Goo and the laws of God are supRpvtp in
authority, even over those of nations and their human
legislative bodies.

Although God's teaching directs us to be loyally

subject to the government under whose jurisdiction we live,
if, unhappily, there is conflict, God Almighty teaches us
that we must oBEy Goo, rather than man-even though still
submissively subTect to the national authority.
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But ls There a Difference?

But are there certain differences, revealed and made plain by
Goo in His Scriptures, between the position of the young man
in God's Church today, and that of men in ancient Israel, in
regard to military service?
There are certain differences which should be uNDERSTOOD.

But the difference is not between the nation then, and
the indiuidual today. Nor is it between the nation then, and
the nation now;nor between individuals then and now.
But there is a difference between the Old Testament
CHuncu-called "The CoNcnpcATIoN of Israel," and the New
Testament CHuncn of Goo. And, although sin is sin regardless, the same for the one as the other, there still is a certain
difference between the indiuidual who is a Spirit-begotten
member of the Church of God, and one who is not.
The Spirit-begotten Christian, who has received the Holy
Spirit of God, and in whom God's Spirit actually dwells, has a

spiritual mind. The unconverted has a natural, or

carnal

mind. This does not in any sense make military service a sin
for one, and righteousness for the other. Sin, as stated above,
is srN-the same for the one as the other.
Yet the one does approach this question from a certain
different position than the other.
A New SPIRITUAL CITIZENSHIP

Old Testament Israel was not called to, nor offered, spiritual
salvation.

But, Jesus of Nazareth came proclaiming, not the
physical worldly Kingdom of Isnenl, but the Spirit-born
KINcoowt or Goo. And He promised for His Csuncn the gift
of God's Holy Spirit (John 16:7, L3; 15:26; Acts 1:8). This
comes by God's cRACE, upon two conditions: repentance, and
faith.
Wuo, according to the New Testament, is truly and
actually a Christian? Those who have received, and in whom
now "dwells," tHs HoLy SpIRtr (Romans 8:9), and they only!
The Holy Spirit imparts, provisionally and conditionally, the
very divine and immortal ltrp of Goo. It imparts a new
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NATURE-the Divine Nature

(II Peter 1:4). It

opENs rHE MIND

(t Corinthians
2:lL).
The natural-born MIND of man-even the "great minds"
of the world's great-cnNNor comprehend God's spiritual
rRUrH (I Corinthians 2:7-lL,L4).
Once a human has received God's Holy Spirit, he has
been BEGoTTEN as a soN or Goo. Not yet born of God, because
he is still an HEIR-not an inheritor or possessor. He is a
JoINr-HEIn with Christ (Romans 8:14-17). Even a converted
person Gentile born, becomes an HEIR of Gon, according to the
spiritual (Sceptre) promise to Abraham (Galatians 3:28-29).
But, at and after Christ's coming to Rur,s all nations, in
the wonlD ToMoRRow, these heirs shall then rNHERrr God's
Kingdom (Matthew 25:34; Daniel 7:22).
The presence of God's Holy Spirit cHANGES onechanges his whole attitude, from one of hostility to God
(Romans 8:7) to submission, obedience, and faith-changes
his outlook on life-changes his wAy oF LIFE, so that it
becomes Goo-centered rather than splr-centered.
Israel of the OId Testament was one of the kingdoms of
this world!
But the truly converted Christian, receiving and being
led in his life by God's Holy Spirit, is a begotten, though yet
unborn son of GOD, as surely as once, in his mother's womb,
he was a begotten, though yet unborn son of his human
to comprehension of

sprRrtuar. knowledge

parents.

The Gospel Jesus brought from God and proclaimed to
men taught plainly that the KrucDoM oF Goo is the Divine
Family into uthich we rnay be BoRN (John 3:3-8). The
KINcoou oF GoD also is the supernatural divine GovnnNnanNr
of Goo, of which Jesus of Nazareth was born to become the

Knc (Luke

1:30-33).
Jesus Christ Himself plainly said He was BoRN to become

the KtNc of the Kingdom of God, while on trial for His life
before Pontius Pilate (John 18:37). But, He said, "My
KrNcnou Is NO? OF THIS WORLD: if my Kingdom were of
this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be
delivered to the Jews: but now my Kingdom is not from
hence." (That is, from this world.)
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Yes, ancient Israel was one of the kingdoms-or
nations-of rsrs wonlo-and, although no nation should
fight-none needs to fight-they Do go to war and fight, and
Israel did fight.

But Jesus made plain that Hrs pEopLE, now the begotten
citizens of HIs KINcnou, DO NOT FIGHT! If His Kingdom
were one of this world's governments, then His servants-His
citizens would fight! As it is, Hrs pEopLE DO NOT FIGHT!
So, uNnnRsrAND rHts!

The reception of God's Holy Spirit through Jesus Christ
begets one into this sprnrruAI, KrNcoou. As long as God's

Spirit dwells within him, he has

sprRrruAI, crrrzENsHrp in

Goo's KrNcnou.

Now notice Philippians 3:20-21: "For ouR crrrzENsHrp
[see margin] is in heaven, from whence also we look for the
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who sholl change our uile
body, that it may be fashioned like unto his cI,oRrous
body. . ." (See also I Corinthians 15:49-54; Revelation 1:1316.)

The Spirit-begotten true Christian receives a NEw, a
different, a sprnrru AL crrrzuxsnrp! He becomes a crrrzpN of the
KrNcoor,t op Goo! But, since God's Kingdom has not yet come
to earth, as it shall, to nur.n ALL NATroNs under the glorified
CHnIsr as KrNc of kings, this spiritual citizenship rs RESERVED
IN HEAVEN, as of now!

Then, wHAT Is ouR sTATUS?
We are, naturally, born citizens, or subjects, of the
government under which we have been born (or naturalized). As such, we are LoyAL citizens or subjects. We LovE
our country. We are suBJEcr to its laws, its authority. Wn
ACKNOWLEDGE NO OTHER ALLEGIANCE TO ANY EARTHLY
powpn!

BUT, we now also have a spiritual citizenship,
HEAvEN.

rN

But we are not in heaven, but here on earth. Wnnr

rtrpx?
We are here on earth as "AMBASSADoRS ron CHnrsr" (II
Corinthians 5:20). Even Abraham, whose were the pnonrrsEs,
was merely a sojourner in the promised land, "as in a strange
country." He is the father of the faithful, and spiritually we
are here in the same woy, even though we have national
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citizenship, ns
IN

AMBASSADoRS

representing KINc CsnIst who is

HEAVEN.

This spiritual clTrzENsHrp-to be brought, later, literally to this earth-does mahe a difference between the one
who uas tt, and owes spiritual ALLEGIANCE to it, and one
whose only citizenship is to a war-making kingdom of tnrs
WORLD.

Thus, the true Spirit-begotten Christian, in a sense, has a
new DUAI citizenship. But, in his new CHnlsttaN Lmp-his
primary allegiance, above all, is to Ar,uIcnrv Goo rHE
Cnslron, and to his Lord and Savior Jpsus CuRIsr, coming
KINc of the Kingdom of Goo! He is completely loyal in his
heart, his attitude, his sympathies, his obligations, concerning
all governments of this world, to Hts couNTRy in which he was
born or has national citizenship.
Most civil government laws are based, in principle, on
God's Great Law, the Ten Commandments. Laws against
murder, stealing, etc., are all based on God's principles.
But, where there might be conflict, as between national
obligations and coMMANDs oF GoD, as we have shown from the
beginning-for the true Spirit-begotten Christian, HE MUST
oBEy Gon, even though still being subject to penalties, if need
be, of his national government.
His psvsrc* citizenship-his pnntm,v citizenship-his
NATIoNAL citizenship is wholeheartedly confined to his national country. But he also has a srIRITUAL citizenship, which in
No wAy is hostile toward, or an enemy of, his country of this
world. And he will, in most cases, make a BETTER cITIZEN for
his earthly nation than those who do not have this obedient
subjection to the Gon who is the Gon of our nation, after
all!
As an AMBASSADon for CHRIsr, he abides loyally with all
laws, rules and regulations of his earthly country, pays taxes,
pays his way-but, as the United States Ambassador to the
Soviet Union does not fight in the Red Army, he takes no part
in the military establishment.
Jesus did not join the Roman army, which controlled
Palestine when He was on earth. Christ, today, in us, will not
enter the military service. The true Christian today is like the
Apostle Paul, who said: "I am crucified with Christ: neverthe-
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live; yet not I, but Christ liueth IN ME; and the life
I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of
God. . ." (Galatians 2:20).
God's Word teaches that Cnnrst, in Spirit, MUST r,tvp,IN
us-"Christ IN vou, the hope of glory" (Colossians 1:27).
Carnality in a man wiU fight, and think it right. His so
thinking does not mahe it righf-because Gon, not man,
defines what is srN and what is righteousness. "There is a way
which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the
ways of onnrn" (Proverbs l4:L2; L6:25).
Sin is sIN, regardless. But we do not judge those who
think military service and killing in war is right. God has not
set us to be their judges. Neither do we condemn them.
The judgment of God is Now on the House of Goo. The
true Christian, who has this UNDERSTANDING, is held
accountable, Now! Judgment on the wonr,o will come with
the coming of Christ to rule! We do not say that this makes
it nIcHr for the unconverted to participate in war, because
he thinhs it right. But Gon knows how, equitably, to judge
each one.
Still we s&y, if eNv nation would oBEy Goo in His
commands against killing, and war, and would nply oN GoD,
who commands, "Thou sHALT Nor KILL," God would fight its
battles, and that nation would have ppacp!
less

I

which

Personal Application of the Command

Now notice Nrw TpstlltpNt teaching in regard to this
command, "Thou shalt not kill."
Jesus said, "THTNK NOT that I am come to destroy the
law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.
For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot
or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be
fulfilled" (Matthew 5: 17-18).
He set us an example, of obedience to the Law (John
15:10), that we should follow His example (I Peter 2:21). And
so wE, too, must fulfill the Law (James 2:8), two of whose
points are "Do not commit adultery," and "Do not kill" (verse
11).

Far from abolishing God's Law, transgression of which is
put a magnifying glass on it-so that we might see

slN, Jesus
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how to obey it in pRINcIpLE, and in spIRIT, not merely
according to literal letter.
Jesus Christ came into this world to "magnify" God's law

it honourable (Isaiah 42:21). Jesus cast a spotlight
were on the Ten Commandments, and showed their real
spiritual intent and meaning in the full Christian life.
Jesus said: "Ye have heard that it was said by them of old
time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in
danger of the judgment: But I say unto you, That whosoever
is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of
the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca,
shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say,
and make
as

it

Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire" (Matthew
5:21-22).

Here, killing, murder, war, is traced to its source-hate,
anger, self-centeredness of carnality, greed, lust, spirit of

competition, spirit of aggression.
Christ declared that if personal anger filled the heart of
of
His subjects, such a person is in danger of judgment.If
one
leads a man to have utter derision and contempt
anger
that
for his fellow human being, that man shall be "in danger of
the council"-of God's punishment.If in bitterness and scorn
a man shall say of his fellow, "Thou fool," an expression which
in the original Greek marked condemnation, such a man shall
be "in danger of the hell of fire."
This is Jesus Christ's application of the Sixth Commandment to you and me respecting individuals. If we harbor hate
and anger in our hearts, we are harboring the "spirit" of
uunopn!
In a military organization, if men are not taught to hate,
and to want to kill (the enemy, of course), he is not likely to be
a very good soldier.
Action follows thought. First we think, then we do! The
Spirit of Christ guides us not only to control our actions, but
to control our thoughts and our attitudes!
In part, the New Covenant is the process of God writing
His Llw in our hearts, and minds, and inward parts (Hebrews
8:10).

God spoke through Paul: "Dearly beloved, avenge Nor
it is written,

yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for
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is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord" (Romans

12:19).

Man is incapable of taking vengeance with proper
wisdom and justice to all concerned. God aloun has the
wisdom and the power and the "right" to take vengeance on
human beings-to the extent of executing them if need be.
The true Christian must learn that God is nrlr
that His
protection and His vengeance arc just as real!-and
The Character You Should Build

How, then, should you deal with your enemies? "Therefore if
thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for
in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. Be not
overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good" (Romans
l2:20-2L).
It takes rcal strength of character to help and serue your
fellow human being when he has directly tried to harm you! It
takes the spiritualwisdomtorcalize that he is a fellow human
being, made in the image of God, and simply misguided for
the time being in his thoughts and actions.
Instead of the natural tendency to want to "get even"
with one who has done us wrong, a real Christian must really
LEARN the lesson that the Apostle Paul was allowed to bring to
us directly from the lips of Christ: "It is trlore blessed to giue
than to receiue" (Acts 20:35).
God is the Grypn of every good and every perfect gift
(James 1:17). He has given us our liues, our strength, our

minds, ow abilities-everything we have or hope to have
comes from Him! In order to live happily forever as God's son,
man also must learn to crvp-to serue-to loue. This is the
great LESSoN of life.
The perfect definition of this highest of all attributesChristian LovE-is given in the 13th chapter of I Corinthians.
Read it. Study it.
The spirit of malice and murder is the exact opposrtn of
this basic attribute which God requires of His sons.
Notice the Apostle John's emphasis of this point: "We
know that we have passed from death unto life, because we
LovE the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in
death. Whosoeuer hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye

Military Service and War

know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him" (I
John 3:14-15).
A continued lack of love in carnal human beings leads to
hate. And hate leads to tuunopn. God says the spirit of hate is
murder!
And this "spirit" of murder is not an indefinable nothing.
Doctors and psychologists have clinically proved that people
in the attitude of strife and malice and hate literally become
srcx physically-and have a form of mental tNslNrrv if this

mental attitude is not changed! And in all too many cases,
these wrong emotions lead to the literal uunorn of a fellow
human being.
Concerning these wrong emotions of lust and hate and
couetousness, God warns us: "Love not the world, neither the
things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the
lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life,
is not of the Father, but is of the world" (I John 2:15-16).
The Breaking Down of Spiritual Principles

To a far greater extent than most of us realize, our modern
society is literally based on a system of competition, greed
and selfishness. In other words-in plain language-it is
based on the spirit of uunoen!

You have never thought of it that way before,

have

you?

Well, itis fact, and it is time you canxe out of this modern
"Babylon" (Revelation 18:4) before Almighty God intervenes
to puNrsH!
The spirit of God's Law as magnified by Jesus Christ is as
totally opposed to every form of war as would seem
possible!

Nearly all the really great religious and political leaders
of the world have acknowledged the utter FUTILITv of war.
Before the outbreak of World War II, Pope Pius XII
declared: "Everything is gained by peace; nothing is gained by
war."
One of the most respected statesmen and military leaders
of our time, General Douglas MacArthur, has stated: "Men
since the beginning of time have sought peace . . . military
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alliances, balances of powers, leagues of nations, all in turn
failed, leaving the only path to be by way of the crucible of
war. The utter destructiveness of war now blots out this
alternative. We haue had our last chance.
"If we will not devise some greater and equitable system,
our Armageddon will be at the door. The problem basically is
THEoLocrcAL and involves a spiritual recrudescence, and
improvement of human character that will synchronize with
our almost matchless advances in science, art, literature, and
all material and cultural developments of the past two
thousand years. It must be of the spirit if we are to saue the
flesh."
Humanity's "last chance" is to RErENT of the sin of war
before human qnnihilatiort remoues euery uestige of tife from
this planet!
General MacArthur acknowledged that the problem we
face is theological-it is a Christian problem involving a true
knowledge of the true Goo! He went on to say that it involves
"an improvement of human character."
All-time Greatest Statesman

The greatest statesman of all time was Jesus Christ. He was
the Spokesman for the Government or Kingdom of God.
christ said: "Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt
love thy neighbour and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you,
Lovp youR ENEMTES, bless them that curse you, do good to
them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use
you, and persecute you" (Matthew 5:48-44).
There is a great deal of highly respectable, cultured, and
most interesting paganism abroad in the world today under
the name of "christianity." But can even this sophisticated
paganism face these clear words of Jesus Christ without
confessingthat His life, His teaching, and His Spirit coNopnaN
the very essence of war?

More lives have been snuffed out prematurely, more
suffering has been endured, more homes have been wrecked
and broken, more time and property has been utterly wasted
because of the scourge of war than through any other means in

the history of man!
And war has NEVER solved the problems

of men

or
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brought permanent peace. Instead, it only breeds ntore wqr!
"For all they that take the sword shall rERISH with the sword"
(Matthew 26:52).
The Bible Teaching

Jesus Christ came into this world as a nxessenger of the
Government or Kingdom of God.
He took no part in this world's politics or wars. On trial
for His very life before Pontius Pilate, He said: "My kingdom
is Not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then
would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the
Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence" (John 18:36).
As we have stated, only Goo who gave life has the right to
take life. Therefore, only Goo has the right to wage war! And,
as Jesus taught, God does not choose to have His children
wage war.
And wars fought by and for the governments or kingdoms

of this world are in defiance of the higher government and
of Almighty God from whom all real authority

RULE

proceeds.

The Apostle Paul stated to the Christians at Corinth:
"For though we walk in the flesh, we do not wtn after the
flesh" (II Corinthians 10:3).
Through the Apostle James, God shows that war results
from a type of spirit exactly opposite that which He wants
His servants to have.
"From whence come wars and fightings among you?
come they not hence, even of your LUSTs that war in your
members? Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have,
and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because
ye ask not" (James 4:l-2).
A Lack of Real FAITH

Men do not BELIEVE that God could give them-individually
and nationally-the material possessions that they want and
need. Instead, they feel they must compete and fight and wnn
to get these things.
When an aggressor attacks, peoples and nations of this
world REFUSE to trust God to deliver them as He did ancient
Israel at the Red Sea (Exodus 14) and in other instances.
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Today, we are diuided and confused in our religious,
political and national loyalties. There is no modern Moses to
command us: "The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold
your peace" (Exodus l4:L4).
In plain language, there is no nation on earth-including
America and Britain-that really KNows and rnusrs the true
living Gon for His supernatural protection in time of war!
Instead, we seem to find it easier to spend countless
BILLIoNS of dollars and man-hours to protect ourselves.
Countless millions of lives are lost or crippled or ruined. And
millions of young men are taught to become effective
killers-murderers!
Indeed, one of the most devastating indictments against
war is that it breeds in whole populations the spirit of uiolence
and uuRnpR.
No raonder therc is so much violence, crime, adultery and
broken homes in the wake of every war! More than any other
one thing, war breeds the spirit of murderlAnd that evil spirit
is growing and increasing throughout the world today!
God's Government Will End War
Jesus Christ came preaching the good news of the government

or RULE of God. That rule is based on the Ten Commandments-God's spiritual Law.
Jesus magnified that Law and showed its spiritual intent
and purpose. He taught that if we even hate our brother, we
are spiritually guilty of murderl Jesus taught that men should
oBEy the laws of God and prepare for His coming Kingdom by
yielding themselves to let God's laws-His character-be
placed within them.
When God's Government does come very soon now to this
earth, His Llw will go forth as the standard of conduct of all
nations (Micah 4:l-2). At that time, God alone will wage war to
punish rebellious nations in perfect wisdom and justice.
As for the peoples of the world themselves? ". . . nation
shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war any more" (verse 3).
War involves learning to hate and kill! Young men will no
longer be forced to r,rlnN an attitude which is diametrically
opposed to the rule of God's law of love!
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But meanwhile, true Christians must work and pray for
God's Kingdom of peace, and we must realize that the spirit of

war is the spirit of naunopn-and avoid

it with all of our

strength.
Jesus Christ and War

Speaking before the League of Nations, Dr. Harry Emerson
Fosdick put this thought in a very powerful way: "We cannot
reconcile Jesus Christ and war-that is the essence of the
matter. That is the challenge which today should stir the
conscience of Christendom. War is the most colossal and

ruinous social sin that affiicts mankind; it is utterly and
irremediably unchristian; in its total method and effect it
means everything that Jesus did not mean and it means
nothing that He did mean; it is a more blatant denial of every

Christian doctrine about God and man than all the theoretical
atheists on earth ever could devise. It would be worthwhile,
would it not, to see the Christian Church claim as her own this
greatest moral issue of our time, to see her lift once more as in
our fathers' days, a clear standard against the paganism of
this present world and, refusing to hold her conscience at the
beck and call of belligerent states, put the kingdom of God
above nationalism and call the world to peace? That would
not be the denial of patriotism but its apotheosis."
The essence of the matter is that Jesus Christ is against

the spirit of war in every form. He is against war-and
will put an end to it forever!

someday He

He is against all malice and envy and hate. Jesus Christ
taught the dignity of man and the sacredness of human
life-"created in the image of God."
And the great Father of Jesus Christ, the Almighty Goo
governs
the universe from His throne in heaven, that God
who
thunders at an age of violence and rebellion: "Thou shult not

hill!"
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