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This prophetic book has only now been fully
understood! The book of Zechariah contains
prophecy about two end-time churches of
God. One church is doing God’s Work. It is
even prophesied to build a majestic physical
house for God, which is now finished, so
anybody can see it. It is a symbol of fulfilled
prophecy, which proves that God’s master
plan always prevails. That royal house is also
a symbol of endless hope. God’s government
rules that house and is about to rule all
mankind and bring us joy forever. The
other church, which is Laodicean, fails in
its commission to do God’s Work. The key
to understanding these churches is a flying
scroll. It shows us what God is doing today
and where it is all leading.
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Chapter 1
Crisis in
God’s Church

T

he central theme of Zechariah’s prophecy is God’s temple.
Acknowledge this theme and the book is much easier to
understand. Also, to understand this book, you must
realize that the prophecy in it is dual. It was delivered to ancient
Judah at the time of the construction of the second temple; how
ever, God’s message through Zechariah could not be understood
until our time—today!
God is working out His great master plan. That plan
involves both the world and the Church. When we look at
the plan of God operating in our day, we must realize that
the events happening within God’s temple—the Church—are
more important to God than events happening within the
world. God’s main concern right now is with His Church, the
people who are striving and struggling to do God’s Work and
enter into His Family. Zechariah’s prophecy does deal with
the destruction of Israel, but the book’s prophecies have more
to do with building character than with destruction. This
prophecy reveals that in this end time, some of God’s people
are failing to build the character that God wants them to
build! Are we building godly character in our lives? Zechariah
holds a crucial message for all of God’s true Church today.
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B E N O T A S Y O U R FA T H E R S
According to the Soncino Commentary, Zechariah came on the
scene only two months after Haggai. “In the eighth month, in
the second year of Darius, came the word of the Lord unto
Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet,
saying, The Lord hath been sore displeased with your fathers”
(Zechariah 1:1-2). God is displeased with us when we disobey
Him. “Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the Lord of
hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith the Lord of hosts, and I will turn
unto you, saith the Lord of hosts” (verse 3). Several translations, including the Revised Standard Version, say the word
turn is actually return. Return unto me! God is saying. This is
addressed to people who had been with God and then turned
away. It is speaking to the end-time Laodiceans.
“Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the former prophets
have cried, saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Turn ye now
from your evil ways, and from your evil doings: but they did
not hear, nor hearken unto me, saith the Lord” (verse 4). God
spoke and is speaking to them. But how? Through His human
messenger today.
The former prophets cried this to Israel anciently, and they
are crying the same message to the Laodiceans today. What
God expects of His people is very plain. God wants us to turn
to Him. If we turn to Him, He will turn to us. That is the way
it works. If we don’t turn, He won’t turn! God pleads with us
not to be like our fathers—ancient Israel. These people did
not hear God. They did not respond to God’s call to repentance. They refused to turn to Him, so God had to punish
them severely. That is not what God desires for us.
Yet today we see massive rebellion within the Church. God
is highly displeased with the Laodicean Church today because
of the turn it has taken.
G OD ’ S WOR DS A BI DE FOR E V E R
Then Zechariah asks a penetrating question: “Your fathers,
where are they? and the prophets, do they live for ever?”
(Zechariah 1:5). Why did God inspire Zechariah to ask this?
One, two or three prophets died; but the people who heard
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their messages were still alive. God wanted the people to think
deeply about what they had witnessed. Do prophets live forever? No, they do not.
Zechariah 1:5 shows that God places a greater responsibility on those people who LIVE AT THE SAME TIME as the
prophet or apostle. God sends His prophets onto the scene;
they deliver their God-inspired message, then they die like
everyone else. So we had better take heed when we hear one of
God’s prophets or apostles speaking to us.
In this end time we must also recognize this fact. Herbert
W. Armstrong was God’s chosen apostle and God’s end-time
type of Elijah (Matthew 17:11). He delivered God’s message,
which you can prove from your own Bible, and now he is dead.
He didn’t live forever—and that actually upset a lot of people!
Look at what happened to the Church when he died. Even the
commentaries say this verse is talking about the recent past.
We know that is true.
Apostles die—that is the nature of physical life. So why
should things be so radically different after Mr. Armstrong died?
Why did God’s Church simply go spiritually crazy after he was
gone? Clearly, the people had some weaknesses that they didn’t
deal with. This verse certainly implies that they were looking to
a man. Zechariah wants us to ask this question and to realize
that time is short. Human beings don’t live long. We need to
take advantage of the short span of time we’ve been given.
Prophets don’t live forever, and neither do apostles. But
does that make the message null and void? God wants us
to gain a cert ain perspective here. Although a prophet or an
apostle does not live forever, something does live forever.
“But my words and my statutes, which I commanded my
servants the prophets, did they not take hold of your fathers?
…” (Zechariah 1:6). Prophets or apostles do not live forever;
God’s message or words, however, do live forever. When one
of God’s leaders delivers a message, we must learn to put
our focus in the right place. We should not look to the men
who die, whose breath is just like the animal—they lose their
breath and they are gone. We must look to God’s words that
live forever. That is where we must focus.
Most people make the serious mistake of not focusing
on God’s words. That is the problem within the Laodicean
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Church today. Herbert Armstrong is dead and gone. Many
believe the words he spoke and wrote should have died with
him. But they are God’s words!
“[A]nd they returned and said, Like as the Lord of hosts
thought to do unto us, according to our ways, and according
to our doings, so hath he dealt with us” (verse 6). God punished the people in ancient Israel for having the wrong focus.
God dealt with those people according to their doings. God
will deal with us today in the same way.
G OD ’ S GLOBA L WOR K
The vision recorded in the next few verses is confusing to most,
but the meaning can be easily understood. “Upon the four
and twentieth day of the eleventh month, which is the month
Sebat, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the Lord
unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the
prophet, saying, I saw by night, and behold a man riding upon
a red horse, and he stood among the myrtle trees that were in
the bottom; and behind him were there red horses, speckled,
and white. Then said I, O my lord, what are these? And the angel
that talked with me said unto me, I will shew thee what these
be. And the man that stood among the myrtle trees answered
and said, These are they whom the Lord hath sent to walk to
and fro through the earth. And they answered the angel of the
Lord that stood among the myrtle trees, and said, We have
walked to and fro through the earth, and, behold, all the earth
sitteth still, and is at rest” (Zechariah 1:7-11). Zechariah didn’t
know what this vision meant. He was somewhat daunted by
these symbols. However, the angels prophesied that these
symbols are easily understood when God reveals them to us.
Let’s walk by faith and be determined to understand!
The angel showed him that the man, or angelic beings,
riding horses represent God’s agents on the Earth.
We must realize that God and Christ direct their Work
on the Earth through angelic beings. These angelic beings
walk around the Earth and report back to God. God uses
these beings to make sure His plan is carried out through
the whole Earth, because God’s Work is a global work. God’s
agents walk “to and fro” through the ENTIRE Earth.
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E N D -T I M E C R I S I S I N G O D ’ S C H U R C H
Study Zechariah 1:12-16. These verses show that Israel (today
the United States and Great Britain) is in a great crisis.
Notice what God says in verse 17. “Cry yet, saying, Thus
saith the Lord of hosts; My cities through prosperity shall yet
be spread abroad; and the Lord shall yet comfort Zion, and
shall yet choose Jerusalem” (verse 17). Remember, Zion in
prophecy is a type of God’s Church (Hebrews 12:22-23). At the
same time as Israel’s crisis, God has also decided to not yet
choose or comfort Zion. In other words, the Church is also
about to enter into the Great Tribulation with the nations of
Israel. This verse shows that the Church is going to need to be
comforted. God has not comforted it yet.
“Then lifted I up mine eyes, and saw, and behold four
horns. And I said unto the angel that talked with me, What
be these? And he answered me, These are the horns which
have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem. And the Lord
shewed me four carpenters. Then said I, What come these
to do? And he spake, saying, These are the horns which
have scattered Judah, so that no man did lift up his head:
but these are come to fray them, to cast out the horns of the
Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over the land of Judah to
scatter it” (Zechariah 1:18-21). The four horns represent the
power of God. God uses this power to carry out His plans.
God has the power to comfort Zion but He refuses to do so.
Why?
“Ho, ho, come forth, and flee from the land of the north,
saith the Lord: for I have spread you abroad as the four winds
of the heaven, saith the Lord” (Zechariah 2:6). God sends a
message to Jerusalem (or Israel) to flee from the land of the
north. The “land of the north” is referring to Germany and
the European Union. God is telling people that they had better
run—the fearsome king of the north is coming!
Who is this talking to? He says, “I have spread you abroad.”
During the Tribulation, physical and spiritual Israel—that is,
those who are not protected in a place of safety—are going to
be spread abroad! Because of their sins, God is going to do that
personally! That should strike fear in people.
God makes His warning even stronger in the next verse:
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“Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest with the daughter of
Babylon” (verse 7).
Here is Zion, God’s own Laodicean Church, dwelling with
the daughter of Babylon!
God tells Zion to deliver themselves from this same
political conglomerate. God does not plan to deliver them.
Why? Because they are “dwell[ing] with the daughter of
Babylon”—spiritually.
God promises the Philadelphians a place of protection
(Revelation 3:10; 12:14). So this message must be directed
at God’s Laodicean Church. How is the Laodicean Church
dwelling with the daughter of Babylon? By the doctrines it
teaches. The Worldwide Church of God (wcg) now teaches a
gospel emphasizing the person of Jesus Christ rather than the
message He brought. Essentially, the wcg is teaching Babylonian
doctrine. (To learn more, request The True History of God’s True
Church.)
That problem also afflicts those churches that left the wcg,
except the Philadelphia Church. They have become Laodicean,
or lukewarm. (For proof, request our free book Malachi’s
Message to God’s Church Today.)
How does God feel about these Laodicean changes? He
warns that if you get all tangled up with Babylon, then you
will have to deliver yourself! There is a great world crisis
coming. The European Union (or as God calls it, Babylon) will
wreak untold havoc on this world. God plans to deliver His
Philadelphia Church from this Tribulat ion. But God says to
the Laodiceans, you deliver yourselves from what is coming!
The Laodiceans no longer believe in a place of protection, so
God refuses to protect them. The great tragedy is that the
Laodiceans will not be able to deliver or protect themselves.
If the Laodiceans don’t trust God, then when the
Tribulation comes, God is going to leave them without protection. That’s what He is saying.
This is strong correction that the Laodiceans today need
to hear! We have been talking about the place of safety for
decades, and yet so many of God’s people today dismiss it.
That does not change the truth of the Bible!
God is going to teach us to tremble before His every word—
one way or another—or we cannot inherit His Kingdom.
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THE APPLE OF GOD’S EYE
Though God is giving blistering correction, we must never
forget why. Is it because He hates the Laodiceans? No—it is
because they are His sons! His love for them is unfathomable—
and He is doing all He can to bring them back! “For thus saith
the Lord of hosts; After the glory hath he sent me unto the
nations which spoiled you: for he that toucheth you toucheth the
apple of his eye” (Zechariah 2:8).
Does God not love the Laodiceans? They are the apple of His
eye! Literally that means the gate through which light enters
the eye. This group of people is so very important to God!
“For, behold, I will shake mine hand upon them, and they
shall be a spoil to their servants: and ye shall know that the
Lord of hosts hath sent me” (verse 9). This is the prophet
talking. Prophetically speaking, it is referring to a type of
Zechariah during the Laodicean era. Those people who refuse
to accept God’s word are going to know that God sent a man in
this end time. This is a promise: God tells this man, You deliver
the message, and I guarantee the time will come when they will
know it’s a message from me. It’s only a matter of when. (That is
fully explained in my free booklet Who Is ‘That Prophet’?)
The Rotherham Version renders verse 9, “Thus says the
Eternal of hosts, for his own honor has he sent me unto the
nations that are spoiling you, and you shall know that the God
of hosts has sent me.” God sent this man—for His own honor!
The Jerusalem Bible reads, “The Eternal says this, ‘He whose
glory has sent me here, as regards the nations who spoiled
you.’” The Septuagint says, “The Almighty has sent me to you.”
People can reason around this today, but sooner or later the
truth will come out, and all mankind will know what God was
doing. They will have to admit that God sent this message.
Zechariah 1 is talking about those angelic agents.
Zechariah 2 is really talking about the prophet being sent by
God.
DW E L L I N YOU R M I DS T
Even though God plunges the Laodiceans into the Tribulation,
He does so for their benefit. “Sing and rejoice, O daughter of
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Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith
the Lord. And many nations shall be joined to the Lord in that
day, and shall be my people: and I will dwell in the midst of
thee, and thou shalt know that the Lord of hosts hath sent me
unto thee” (Zechariah 2:10-11). You can’t say this is a gloomy
message. First of all, God gives another gigantic promise of
hope: He says that very soon, many nations are going to join
themselves with God! Not a few nations, but many nations!
And how will God respond? By dwelling right in their
midst! When the nations repent, God will dwell with them.
The whole world has a wonderful future to look forward to!
What a hope!
Even the Laodiceans still have this glorious opportunity.
If they would only turn from their sin and return to God, He
would dwell within them today.
Again at the end of verse 11 you have this statement from
the prophet, that people in this end time are going to know
that God sent a man to warn them. When the time comes that
they repent, Zechariah is going to tell them, and God is going
to show them, just who we are.
Mr. Armstrong did not understand very much about the
books of Haggai and Zechariah—because he didn’t need
to. God simply didn’t reveal it to him. But today, we need to
understand this, because it is specifically for this last era of
God’s Church. There’s just a little time left to understand it!
And God tells us, Look—I did the sending! All of this understanding and revelation—it came from me!
He’s talking about a man here, but we have to see how God
is behind it. The same was true of Mr. Armstrong, who was an
end-time type of Zerubbabel. As Zechariah also wrote, “The
hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house;
his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that the Lord
of hosts hath sent me unto you” (Zechariah 4:9). People are
going to know God sent that man! God uses men—but the
focus must remain on the great God who did the sending!
ALL FLESH
“And the Lord shall inherit Judah his portion in the holy land,
and shall choose Jerusalem again” (Zechariah 2:12). Notice
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that! Two times within this passage (here and in Zechariah
1:17), God reminds us that He is going to choose Jerusalem
again! As we saw in Chapter 1, this is the magnificent hope the
Laodiceans need to recapture. Whatever the trials and challenges that lie before us, we will be able to endure if we never
let our focus slip from the vision of God choosing Jerusalem.
“Be silent, O all flesh, before the Lord: for he is raised
up out of his holy habitation” (Zechariah 2:13). When the
Tribulation begins, the whole world should take great hope.
Jesus Christ will soon intervene and save mankind! All flesh
will be ruled by God—every person on Earth!

Chapter 2
Zerubbabel
and Joshua

T

here is a significant key to understanding Zechariah
chapters 3 and 4. “For behold the stone that I have laid
before Joshua; upon one stone shall be seven eyes ….
[T]hey shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of
Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes of the Lord, which
run to and fro through the whole earth” (Zechariah 3:9; 4:10).
The “seven eyes” refer to the seven Church eras. “The
mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right
hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are
the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks
which thou sawest are the seven churches” (Revelation 1:20).
The seven candlesticks (or lamps) are also the seven Church
eras (see Revelation 2 and 3).
“And said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I have
looked, and behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl
upon the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and seven
pipes to the seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof”
(Zechariah 4:2). The word “candlestick” would be better
translated “lampstand” (see Anchor Bible Commentary). The
lampstand has seven lamps, which again represent the seven
Church eras of Revelation 2 and 3.
Lamps give light. Eyes are used to see. These seven Church
eras are given spiritual light and spiritual sight by God. They
see and understand God’s plan and world events because they
are led by God’s Holy Spirit (Zechariah 4:6). No other group
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is given this understanding by God—only God’s very elect.
People in this world are in the blackest kind of night
because they don’t have God’s lamp. They can’t see how to
solve their many frightening problems. They could know, but
they reject the light that God has always tried to give them
through His message.
The seven eyes are listed in the Joshua section
(Zechariah 3:9) and in the Zerubbabel section (Zechariah 4:10).
The seven lamps (or seven eyes) are also mentioned in
Zechariah 4:2. God is emphasizing the subject of Church
eras because Joshua and Zerubbabel both are in this endtime prophecy. That is just another indication that this is a
prophecy for now. The seven eras start at Christ’s first coming
and end at His Second Coming. God wants us to think in
terms of Church eras. This is crucial to understanding
Zechariah 3 and 4. Then the chapters are easy to grasp.
“[U]pon one stone shall be seven eyes.” That Stone is Jesus
Christ, the Rock. There is a Stone that ruled every era of God’s
Church. But still, five out of those seven turned away from God.
Just read the history in Revelation 2 and 3. That is a frightening
statistic! The ratio is overwhelming. Anyone who thinks we
don’t have the potential to make mistakes and to fall away needs
to look at what has happened to God’s people through the ages!
After Zerubbabel’s death came the Joshua work, which
turned away from the Zerubbabel work (just as it happened
in Revelation 3).
Zechariah 3 talks about a Joshua who had authority. A
modern Joshua rules an era too. So when God talks about
Joshua and Zerubbabel (in the context of Church eras), two
eras and two leaders are discussed. Therefore, in modern
times they must have each led a Church era. This evil Joshua
is presented first in Zechariah 3; however, he was Zerubbabel’s
assistant (Haggai 1:1). Zerubbabel was a leader before Joshua,
so let’s start with Zerubbabel.
‘ T H E H A N D S O F Z E R U B B A B E L’
When the Bible refers directly to Christ doing the building, it
is usually stated as “not made with hands” (2 Corinthians 5:1),
or something is accomplished “without hands” (Daniel 2:45),
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or “a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with
hands” (Hebrews 9:11).
“The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this
house; his hands shall also finish it …” (Zechariah 4:9). It is
clearly talking about a hands-on operation.
This verse twice mentions hands, designating a starting and
finishing of a project. The Anchor Bible Commentary says hands
is literal, and expresses participation in temple building (book
of Zechariah). That is, it was built through a human being with
“hands,” not built “without hands”—as Christ does it directly.
Mr. Armstrong started and finished an era that “restore[d]
all things.” He started it and finished it before he died, with
the power of God’s Holy Spirit (verse 6). His hands laid the
foundation and his hands finished the house—the Philadelphia
era.
Mr. Armstrong wrote a letter to the Church on March 19,
1981. It said, in part: “Zerubbabel built the second temple to
which Jesus came the first time. John the Baptist prepared
the way before the first coming. But who was to build the
spiritual temple to which Christ shall soon come the second
time? Who was to prepare the way before His Second Coming?
“Remember, God does things in dual stages. As Zerubbabel
built the first temple of material stone, wood and other
materials, he was a forerunner or type of one through whom
Christ would raise up or build the spiritual temple—His
Church of our time, prior to the Day of the Lord and Christ’s
Second Coming. As John the Baptist prepared the way in the
physical wilderness of the Jordan River for the first coming
of the human Jesus (both man and God), then coming to His
material temple, and to His physical people Judah, announcing
the Kingdom of God to be set up more than 1,900 years later,
so God would use a human messenger in the spiritual wilder
ness of 20th-century religious confusion, to be a voice crying
out the gospel of the Kingdom of God, about the spiritual
Christ, coming in supreme power and glory to His spiritual
temple, to actually establish that spiritual Kingdom of God.
“Brethren, has that been done by this Church?
“Did God raise up a one-man leadership to be used by
Him in building this spiritual temple and in proclaiming
after 1,900 years the true gospel of the Kingdom of God in
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all the world—to even go to kings and heads of nations
(Revelation 10:11)—in bringing the Church back to the faith
once delivered? (Jude 3).
“Has this happened, in your days, and has God brought you
into this prophetic fulfillment as a part of it?
“Has anyone else done it?” (emphasis his).
Did Mr. Armstrong think one man would and did fulfill
this prophecy? Absolutely! He speaks of “one,” “a human messenger,” “a voice,” “a one-man leadership”—and then ends by
asking, “Has anyone else done it?”
Why are Laodicean leaders today, without proper biblical
support and proof, so intent on changing major prophecies
Mr. Armstrong taught us?
Mr. Armstrong continued: “God has never removed a man
called to a specific leadership or assignment or commission
until his commission is completed.” Did Mr. Armstrong complete his mission? Did he finish “this house,” “restore all things”
and “turn the heart of the fathers”? He most certainly did!
We shouldn’t be too quick to say we can’t understand
Zechariah. God’s angel chided the Prophet Zechariah for
having this attitude (Zechariah 4:4-5).
‘THIS HOUSE’
“The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house;
his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that the
Lord of hosts hath sent me unto you” (Zechariah 4:9). Every
person on this Earth is going to know that God sent this endtime type of Zerubbabel—Herbert W. Armstrong! Now or in the
future, mankind must learn that God was behind that man.
“House” is a very common word in the Bible. In the
Englishman’s Hebrew and Chaldee Concordance of the Old
Testament, the scriptures where “house” is used cover 13 pages.
The word “temple” in the same book covers only one fourth
of a page. “Temple” is not used here—and “temple” is not
nearly as common in the Bible as the word “house.”
The word “house” can mean an “inner part”—or only a
part of something greater. It’s a name given to human bodies
as being frail and transitory (Job 4:19). The word is used as
“tent” (Genesis 27:15; 33:17). It is used as “a spider’s house” (Job
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8:14; see margin). It’s applied to wealth, property and all that
belongs to a family. All uses of this word are very temporary
(like a Church era). The word temple is used in a more
permanent way or to indicate a very long period of time. For
example, the word “temple” often applies to all seven Church
eras. It also applies to eternal life.
The subject is “this house” and is in the context of the
seven Church eras (Zechariah 3:7-8; 4:2, 10; Revelation 1:20).
If we put all the scriptures together, it could just as
well be called “this era.” And Zerubbabel did finish it.
Mr. Armstrong not only laid the foundation, as we often
say today—he built the whole house. When he died, the
Philadelphia era was completed. He “restore[d] all things”
(Matthew 17:10-11). No more foundational doctrines need to
be added to the house. We need to walk in Mr. Armstrong’s
f ootsteps, which is what Joseph Tkach Sr. SAID he would
do. However, the Laodiceans have torn down the house that
Zerubbabel built (Daniel 8:11-12). Now the Philadelphians
in the Laodicean era must “raise up [the] ruins” (Amos 9:11).
We must finish the Elijah work.
Dr. Donald Ward, president of Ambassador College in
the late 1980s, said, “Christ is the ultimate fulfillment of
Zerubbabel.” But that is spiritualizing away God’s truth.
Christ is the ultimate fulfillment of everything—if He lives in
us (Philippians 2:5). Still, there was a man named Zerubbabel
who built the restoration temple. And there was a specific man who built the Philadelphia era of God’s Church.
Mr. Armstrong was a type of Zerubbabel. He believed it and
said so himself, many times!
The word of the Lord is to Zerubbabel (Zechariah 4:6). It
doesn’t make sense if Christ is talking to Himself. Christ is
talking to a man who fulfilled that office in this end time. Also,
Zechariah 4:9 is not referring to Christ directly finishing the
house, but to a man—Zerubbabel—finishing the house.
It’s illogical to say Zerubbabel is Christ. Is the Elijah
Christ? How about John the Baptist? Haggai? Zechariah?
Malachi? Of course not. God works through men!
God fits the last two eras of His Church into the seven eras
in Zechariah, chapters 3 and 4. These chapters give us the
overview. Then it all becomes very clear.

Zerubbabel and Joshua

15

THE ZERU BBABEL I NSET
The story flow of Zechariah 3 and 4 is about Joshua and the
Laodicean era. Zerubbabel is not an active part of this story
flow. The story flow would be much better if you skipped the
inset that includes verses 6, 7, 8, 9 and two thirds of verse 10
in chapter 4. An inset is an insertion that is added later by the
editors after the original story was written.
The Critical International Commentary (and a few others)
even puts this inset in another section of Zechariah.
Why an inset? It was put there after the Joshua story
was recorded by those who canonized the Bible. Remove it
and you have Joshua and the Laodicean era just before and
during the Tribulation, which is concluded by Christ’s return
(Zechariah 3:8). That is the time setting.
Joshua and “[his] fellows” are repeating the sins of the
1970s, when God’s Church became polluted with liberalism
until Mr. Armstrong set it back on track. They are relying too
much on their own power—not the power of God’s Holy Spirit
(Zechariah 4:6). Verse 6 is a part of the Zerubbabel inset. God
says Zerubbabel (Mr. Armstrong) built the house with God’s
Holy Spirit, but the Laodiceans refuse to follow. They have a
great example to follow, but they refuse. God considers this a
rejection of His authority and government!
Verse 9 says that Zerubbabel’s hands “shall also finish
it.” That prophecy begs the question, What is going to happen
after he finishes it? Looking at it in retrospect, you can see it
almost implies that something negative would follow—which
certainly did.
As aged as Mr. Armstrong was, he took the Spirit of God
and accomplished more in those last seven years of his life
than in the 50 years that preceded them! Anybody who saw
Mr.Armstrong those last seven years would surely have to
know that he was empowered by the Spirit of God in a spectacular way. He would totter up on the stage with helpers, barely
able to walk, and then he would start speaking and transform
into a human dynamo! He came to life, with fantastic power!
Does anyone doubt that was the power of God in action?
Mr. Armstrong wrote Mystery of the Ages in the last year
of his life, and he said, “I feel I myself did not write it.” What
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a miracle! He felt God’s Holy Spirit moved and stirred him,
as God has always led His great leaders. Mr. Armstrong
understood how to let God rule and guide him. He didn’t even
take the credit for writing that book! Spirit beings were
putting those thoughts in his mind! Look at what God can
accomplish through His Spirit.
Zechariah said we would know this man was sent by God
to fulfill an end-time role of Zerubbabel. The very elect know
that now. The Laodiceans and others shall learn that lesson in
the Tribulation. The remainder will learn it in the Day of the
Lord and beyond.
That is because this man did a great work for God—the
greatest work in this end time. Even a mountain couldn’t stop
God’s Work through this man! (verse 7).
However, most of God’s people are so spiritually blind in
this end time that they can’t even see a mountain! They don’t
know where Christ and His lamp are. They don’t have the
Stone; they don’t see the seven eras.
Joshua failed to let Christ rule him with the Holy Spirit.
He rejected Zerubbabel’s example—that is what Zechariah
chapters 3 and 4 are all about.
Even though Mr. Armstrong is dead, he left us a finished
house. But that spiritual house was destroyed. Our job has
been to raise up the ruins. Mr. Armstrong restored all things
(Matthew 17:10-11)—he finished the house and then died.
But he didn’t die until he finished the house. What does it all
mean? The Zerubbabel inset gives the same warning Malachi
gave: “Remember” what Elijah taught (Malachi 3:16; 4:4-6).
We must also remember what and how Zerubbabel (typed by
Mr. Armstrong) built.
The Anchor Bible Commentary says that the Zerubb abel
inset “is not extraneous to understanding the whole.” In other
words, the Zerubbabel inset is an entirely separate thought
from the surrounding scriptures, but it is critical in helping us
understand these two chapters. The inset is called a “glaring
interruption.” That means it interrupts for an essential reason:
When you include the inset, you can understand what it takes
to continue being a Philadelphian after Mr. Armstrong died.
You must follow what Christ established through Herbert
W. Armstrong!
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Mr. Armstrong said people in the 1970s wanted him out of
the way; some even wanted him to die. And when it happened,
look at the disaster that resulted.
This inset describes the same problem discussed in
Revelation 3:7-21: changing from a Philadelphian to a
Laodicean attitude.
The Laodiceans despise the example set by Zerubbabel.
They could be a smashing success, but they turn away
from this history. It’s showing them how they must look
to Zerubbabel to succeed. The “fruits” show he knew how
to build spiritually! Several major prophecies tell us that
our salvation has everything to do with following Christ’s
instructions through Mr. Armstrong. You’ll see more of these
prophecies as we continue.
The inset is there for one main reason: to reveal Joshua’s
sin and tell us how to avoid it. He doesn’t follow Zerubbabel’s
example. That is getting to the very heart of what a Laodicean
is. They turn away from what Christ established through
Zerubbabel (Mr. Armstrong). The Laodicean sin revolves
around this rebellion! The inset was added by editors, inspired
by Christ, as a warning for the Church today!
Satan’s greatest attack on the Church in the end time
is from within. Our greatest test is to resist his deceit and
seduction. Joshua failed—Zerubbabel succeeded. The inset
tells us how and why. Remember, it’s not possible to deceive the
“very elect” (Matthew 24:24). Those who are God’s “very elect”
will discern Satan’s deception today by using God’s Holy Spirit
and obeying every word of God (Zechariah 4:6). Only by using
God’s Spirit can we be saved from deception.
The Zerubbabel inset is another way of indicating that this
prophecy applies after Mr. Armstrong is dead. It’s as if God
is giving all of us the same instructions that Paul gave the
Philippians while he was in jail and no longer able to be with
them. “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not
as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence,
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it
is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his
good pleasure” (Philippians 2:12-13). “Those things, which ye
have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me,
do: and the God of peace shall be with you” (Philippians 4:9).
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God is giving us the same instructions today. What you “have
both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me”—
or Mr. Armstrong—“do”! Paul told them to use God’s Holy
Spirit—and “work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling.” That “fear and trembling” is what the ministers
in Malachi 2:4-9 lack. So we must not follow their example.
Follow the example of Paul and Mr. Armstrong!
Mr. Armstrong is dead, but we must remember what we
learned from him and his example, which was inspired by
Christ. We must “remember” and “do”!
That is the major failure of Joshua and “[his] fellows.”
Mr. Armstrong’s “traditions” have been pushed aside now, as
they were in the 1970s.
In Mr. Armstrong’s waning years, at times you could see
a certain hostility and a contempt for him and his office and
his government. We all need to continually evaluate our own
attitude toward God’s government. Is it self-willed—or is it
truly childlike and humble, honestly wanting to do everything
exactly God’s way?
Again, God is discussing Church eras here (Zechariah 3:8;
4:2, 10). The time setting is just before Christ returns. The
Philadelphian and Laodicean eras are the subject.
Zerubbabel had the “plummet” or “plumb bob”—a mea
suring device that is used to test any vertical structure for
deviation from a true line. This symbolized Zerubbabel testing
the accuracy of truth or departure from previously revealed
truth. If we aren’t testing our truth very precisely and carefully, we can easily depart into a Laodicean attitude. If we
don’t look to Mr. Armstrong’s method of building, we face
disaster in the future.
Verse 10 mentions the eyes of the Lord running to and
fro through the whole Earth. It is in the same context as
that Zerubbabel inset—and you can certainly link that with
Mr. Armstrong preaching the gospel in all the world for a
witness unto all nations (Matthew 24:14).
When Mr. Armstrong measured and built, he didn’t do so
with his own ideas. There was a plummet in his hand “with
those seven”—the seven Church eras. He had the big overview,
and really understood those seven eras. And remember, those
eyes are upon the Stone. Mr. Armstrong measured the way he
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was taught by the Stone, who founded the Church and guided
all of those churches through the ages. He always wanted to
be ruled by the Stone.
We must have that overview. We need to understand Christ’s
leadership over His Church throughout Church history. We
need “the plummet … with those seven … the eyes of the Lord.”
God gives His Church such incredible understanding—
He gives us penetrating spiritual vision that He doesn’t give
anyone else. We have the eyes of the Eternal, which have seen
it all—even back through the history that unfolded during
those seven eras—and that run to and fro through the whole
Earth—and the universe, for that matter!
Here is the majestic perspective Mr. Armstrong had, and
that we need. This is what we are part of! This Church didn’t
begin on December 7, 1989. It didn’t begin with Mr. Armstrong.
It began with Jesus Christ!
What a luminous glow this understanding puts into our
lives. We are the light of the world (Matthew 5:14).
‘ T H E DAY OF SM A L L T H I NGS’
On October 9, 1933, the first radio program in the Phila
delphian era of God’s Church aired on a 100-watt station in
Eugene, Oregon. The Plain Truth magazine, mimeographed by
hand, began in February 1934, with 234 copies. Ambassador
College began in 1947, with four students and eight professors.
It all seemed so small and insignificant. (Likewise, the work of
the pcg began very small.) But from its small beginning, the
wcg grew into a great and powerful worldwide organization.
“For who hath despised the day of small things? …”
(Zechariah 4:10). Do some today despise “the day of small
things”? The Anchor Bible Commentary uses the word scorned
instead of despised. This commentary says scorned “indicates rejection.” What is being rejected today? wcg leaders
have rejected what Christ built through Mr. Armstrong.
Some of these leaders have an attitude problem toward what
Christ restored through Mr. Armstrong, which means they
are rejecting the very government of God. It wasn’t the
work of Mr. Armstrong—it was the Work of Christ. These
scorners fail to see God’s Spirit (verse 6) in the work Christ
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accomplished through Mr. Armstrong. It is God’s Spirit and
God’s government they reject!
Zechariah 4:6-10 show that many people are going to be
tripped up on this issue in the end time. This attitude of
“despis[ing] the day of small things” has affected virtually
every single minister in the Laodicean Church! They just can’t
believe that God could be working through the Philadelphia
Church of God. Most Laodicean members feel the same way.
God has prepared a monument al test for all of His people
in this end time. He has seen 95 percent of His people turn
away from Him. God has raised up another small work (the
pcg) to take its place. God wants to see who will not despise
the day of small beginnings! Remember though, it is only a
small beginning. This Work is about to fill the entire Earth!
Zechariah 4:9 says a Zerubbabel would “finish” the major
phase of God’s Work in this end time. It is interesting that “the
day of small things” (verse 10) is mentioned after Zerubbabel
finished his work.
Shortly after Mr. Armstrong died, the wcg began to turn
away from God. After I was fired in December of 1989, the
pcg began with 12 people—a very small beginning. That
is no big problem to God’s very elect because they saw the
plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel, which signified that God
was measuring the Church. This means they did not look
to Mr. Armstrong, but to the God directing him. This way,
whether it is a day of small or big things is of little importance.
God’s loyal remnant see God behind the scenes.
God tests us to see if we “despise the day of small things”—
or know how to totally trust God. God wants to know if we
are willing to give up anything or anybody—for Him!
Mr. Armstrong was tested severely by God. He and Loma
kept God’s holy days alone for seven years. They went through
28 years of oppressive poverty, and with few Church members.
They were tried and tested. God wanted to know if they would
not despise the day of small things. God tested them to see if
they would look to Him and not men or things!
Mr. Armstrong said so many times that he and his wife,
Loma, were poor financially, but rich spiritually. It was a day
of small things physically when the Philadelphia era began.
But God was working powerfully in their lives. Mr. Armstrong
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said he had to learn to give up anything for God. He learned
not to despise the day of small things. This is a powerful
lesson we must all learn!
“If any man come to me, and hate [actually, love less] not
his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren,
and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my
disciple. And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come
after me, cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:26-27). We read that
passage to every person seeking baptism. God tells you in the
very beginning that you may even have to give the ultimate
sacrifice—your own life! Nothing must stand between you
and God—absolutely nothing!
You are also going to be tested in this way before you can
enter into God’s Family. God must know if we have faith only
in Him before we can be trusted with enormous power. He
will never have another satanic-type rebellion.
The Laodiceans lack the faith to see and follow Christ in
a small beginning! They are “rich, and increased with goods”
(Revelation 3:17), and have lost much of their faith and vision.
The size of their work is very important to them. Personal and
collective income has become too important to them.
If Christ is in a small beginning, it will flourish and
become a powerful work! The Philadelphians keep their focus
on Christ—not on things or status.
We all need to examine ourselves in this area. How strong is
our faith in small beginnings? We must make sure we remain
sharp and strong in our faith. People in the 1970s and 1980s
lost their faith. They came to dislike being called a cult by
some people. They worked hard to get the college accredited,
regardless of the cost. They compromised in other areas that
took the Church into Babylon. Mr. Armstrong stopped it in
the 1970s! Why? He didn’t desire the world’s approval—but he
knew he had God’s approval! How about us? Do we desire the
world’s approval, or do we want God’s approval?
The Philadelphia Church is a small church, but we still
have God’s government. And yet there are people out there,
Laodicean ministers and members, who simply will not take
God’s direction from us. They have a monumental government
problem. They just refuse to submit to God’s government.
All who have come to be a part of the pcg will be tested on
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government. Are we allowing God to lead us under any circumstances—no matter what? We must learn not to have contempt for God’s government. We must come to love it because
it is God’s government! At this time, God’s government on the
Earth is being administered by human beings. Human beings
make mistakes. But these can be straightened out. However,
we must never follow these men unless they follow Christ.
We must keep guard over our attitudes. We can still fall
prey to the Laodicean contempt for God’s government. We
must not allow ourselves to get into the attitude of not liking
the government in God’s true Church. Some are staying with
bigger groups just to be free of government. In other words,
they don’t want God to rule them. Do we want to be free of
God’s government? If we do, then we want to be free of God!
Do we understand the depth and seriousness of the Laodicean
problem? Rebellion against government is the heart and core of
the Laodicean problem.
The whole Zerubbabel inset is a wonderful passage! It
shows you HOW NOT TO BE A LAODICEAN. It shows where
the Laodiceans went wrong, where they made their dastardly
mistake. God put it right there so they could see. He wants
them to be measured, and to measure things the right way, as
Zerubbabel did!
God has revealed the true understanding of the Zerubbabel
inset since Mr. Armstrong died. Mr. Armstrong himself didn’t
understand that inset. But he read from it continually.
What a builder Mr. Armstrong was! We look to him today
for everything as we raise up the ruins. He really knew how
to build. He is gone, but the plummet is still here! We can still
measure—and we must! (Revelation 11:1).
“Also I will make justice the measuring line, And righteousness the plummet; The hail will sweep away the refuge of lies,
And the waters will overflow the hiding place” (Isaiah 28:17;
New King James Version). There’s a right way to build, and
there’s a wrong way to build. The unlawful Joshua made the
mistake of rejecting that plummet. We must get it right!
“For who hath despised the day of small things?”—or small
beginnings. If we have the plummet and we’re measuring properly, we will never make that mistake. We will know, whether
we have a small organization or a huge one, that God is with us.

Chapter 3
Two Joshuas

I

n Malachi’s Message, I focused on a pitiful depiction of an
end-time Joshua in Zechariah 3. We all know who fulfilled
that prophetic office, what we could term the “unlawful
Joshua” in this end time.
But there is another end-time Joshua spoken of in the
temple prophets—a lawful Joshua—whom we haven’t paid
nearly as much attention to.
Nebuchadnezzar took the Jews captive in 604-585 b.c.
Seventy years later, the Jews returned to Jerusalem to rebuild
the temple. Haggai and Zechariah prophesied about the
rebuilding of the temple, and so did Ezra and Nehemiah.
Haggai and Zechariah were the two leading prophets used
in the work of the second temple. They were contemporary
prophets. From what I can determine, their messages anciently
were delivered within two to three months of each other.
The books of both Haggai and Zechariah are mainly for this
end time—specifically for God’s Church today.
Zerubbabel and Joshua were two of the leading builders on
the second temple. More importantly, they are two key figures
in the building of God’s end-time spiritual temple.
And the role of Joshua—anciently fulfilled by only one
individual—is fulfilled by two separate individuals in this end
time—one lawful and one unlawful.
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We all must make sure we are grounded in this
understanding.
THE ZERU BBABEL SIGN ET
Haggai 2:23 reads, “In that day, saith the Lord of hosts, will I
take thee, O Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith
the Lord, and will make thee as a signet: for I have chosen
thee, saith the Lord of hosts.”
Herbert W. Armstrong fulfilled the role of Zerubbabel in
this end time, and God said He would make that man a signet.
It’s important to note, however, that the context of this passage
is the Laodicean era.
According to the Anchor Bible, God calls Zerubbabel “MY
signet.” In the second verse of this book (Haggai 1:2), God
talks about “this people,” not my people—because they have
become Laodicean. But here He refers to “MY signet”!
Mr. Armstrong is a signet for us today. Unger’s Bible
Dictionary defines signet, “An impression made that had the
same legal validity as an actual signature. Without a seal
no document is considered authentic.” The Anchor Bible
says, “The use of such a seal was the way of carrying out the
authority of the person to whom the seal belonged.”
The seal represented the authority or government of the
individual to whom it belonged. The only time you need a
signet is when the person in authority is not there. It is like
using a king’s ring to stamp a document.
Obviously, if there is a signet, it presupposes that
somebody is there to use it. Who is that? Who is carrying out
that authority, and to whom does the Zerubbabel seal belong
today?
The Work of God today revolves around an end-time
Zerubbabel. If you understand Zerubbabel and his work, you
will know what God is doing today. This is why Haggai 2:23 is
such an important prophecy. If we understand about that man,
his work and the physical house he helped build, then we will
see God’s signature written all over them.
God’s remnant today must have that signet. We are not even
authentic—we are a fraud—if we don’t have the Zerubbabel
signet!
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Now notice the relationship between the end-time
Zerubbabel and Joshua prophesied in the book of Haggai.
T H E L AW F U L J O S H U A
In Haggai, you will see five mentions of Joshua (Haggai 1:1, 12,
14; 2:2, 4), the high priest anciently. The history here and in
the books of Ezra and Nehemiah indicates that this Joshua was
loyal to God when the temple was being rebuilt. He was a type of
a “lawful Joshua” in this end time.
Here is one of those instances: “Then Zerubbabel the son of
Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, with
all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the Lord
their God …” (Haggai 1:12).
Throughout Haggai, you repeatedly see Zerubbabel, Joshua
and a remnant. You couldn’t see that breakdown when
Mr. Armstrong was here, if you just look at the way the history
unfolded.
This prophecy clearly shows there is something this Joshua
and this remnant know and cling to.
Mr. Armstrong restored all things (Matthew 17:10‑11).
This end-time Joshua type is lawful because he accepts
Mr. Armstrong as a signet and fully accepts all things that
were restored by him. This little remnant battled in a court
case to hold on to all things restored. That fight was all about
the Zerubbabel signet. We fought to get the treasures of the
temple (Mr. Armstrong’s writings), because without those we
couldn’t even do the Work! We need Zerubbabel hanging over
us like a fiery cloud, or we’re not doing this Work right—we’re
illegitimate.
In the book of Haggai, Zerubbabel is a signet. In the book of
Zechariah, he is an inset (Zechariah 4:6-10). In both prophecies,
he is playing a role when he really is no longer there. He has
left the scene—but what he taught is right with us!
Throughout Haggai, Zerubbabel and the lawful Joshua are
together, even when Zerubbabel is a signet.
The Zerubbabel-Joshua relationship represents God’s
government at work! It is government to keep me and all of
God’s people in line. Without the authority of Mr. Armstrong
over us, we are not God’s remnant. With it, however—small
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though we may be—God speaks and delivers His revelation
to us.
A N OT H E R J O S H UA
There was no record of an unlawful Joshua anciently. But
there is an unlawful Joshua prophetically spoken of in this
prophecy (e.g. Zechariah 3:1, 3). The books of both Haggai and
Zechariah are mainly for this end time. So what Zechariah
states about Joshua’s filthy garments in Zechariah 3 must be
for the end time only. There is nothing in Ezra-Nehemiah about
a Joshua with filthy garments, and Ezra-Nehemiah contains
the history of Zerubbabel, Joshua, Haggai and Zechariah.
Though there was one Zerubbabel anciently and one
Zerubbabel type today, there are two types of Joshua in this
end time—one lawful and one unlawful. Both were successors
to Zerubbabel.
The unlawful Joshua type was revealed in this end
time. He caused a split in God’s Church after Mr. Armstrong
died. That too is why the Zerubbabel type in this end time,
Mr. Armstrong, is referred to as a signet.
Joseph Tkach Sr. and I both were ministers in the
Philadelphia and Laodicean eras. The Church split makes part
of this end-time Work depart from the way events occurred
anciently with Joshua (so far as we can tell from the Bible).
That is why it is logical for God to refer to two Joshuas in this
end time, even though the biblical history shows that there
was only one Joshua anciently.
The signet makes it very easy to determine which Joshua is
lawful.
In fact, the signet could imply that there are two end-time
Joshuas and God shows us how to know which one to follow.
Otherwise, why even mention the signet?
The picture in Zechariah 3 is one of the most pitiful, despicable sights in the Bible! Look at what happened to a leader
of God’s Church! All of God’s ministers today—including
me—need to take close note of this. Here is a man given
the charge of leading God’s people who is in abject bondage,
tied up and bound by the devil! Another man described in
2 Thessalonians 2 is apparently possessed by the devil! (That
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is fully explained in my book Malachi’s Message.) That is a
strong warning to all of us about Satan’s power. This could
happen to any of us if we allow it! What worse fate is there
than that?
W H O I S J O S H UA?
Zechariah chapters 3 and 4 is a prophecy about a modern-day
Joshua and “[his] fellows” who are failing to build the way
Zerubbabel did. They adopt the world’s scholarly approach to
the Bible, which leads to one of the greatest disasters ever
in God’s Church!
“And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the
angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist
him. And the Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O
Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee:
is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?” (Zechariah 3:1-2). A
modern-day Joshua died in his rebellion toward God.
Some of God’s people are going to be in the Tribulation—
and plucked out—or not plucked out! Nobody who survives the
Tribulation could fulfill this scripture more than a Laodicean.
Fifty percent of the Laodiceans will lose their eternal lives
(Matthew 25:1-10). A repentant Laodicean in the Great
Tribulation would indeed be a “brand plucked out of the fire.”
If we put all the pieces together, we can see that Joshua
and Zerubbabel represent two Church eras. Zechariah 3 and
4 are about the Joshua era. The Zerubbabel inset is there to
emphasize to Joshua where he got off track—how his g arments
became filthy, spiritually. And it’s all to occur just before
Christ’s return (Zechariah 3:8). It has to be the Laodicean
era! Many people will follow Joshua’s example into the Great
Tribulation—a Joshua who died wearing filthy garments. Other
major prophecies of the Bible say virtually the same thing.
More on that later.
“Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood
before the angel” (verse 3). The Hebrew word for “filthy”
designates an extreme condition of filth. The word can even
be used as “excrement.”
Notice something important about this picture. This
passage calls Joshua “the high priest.” I believe it is significant
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that it doesn’t call him the “chief priest.” This man in the
end time was not the head priest. You can see the distinction
between these two offices in other passages of scripture. In
Ezra 7:5, Aaron is called the chief priest. Chief priests are also
mentioned in 2 Kings 25:18 and Jeremiah 52:24, and a few
places in Chronicles. Joshua was just a high priest.
The term “high priest” is used seven times for Joshua in
Haggai and Zechariah, which may be somewhat of a message
in itself. (Seven is the number of completion.) But I believe
what God is telling us is that the person on the scene after
Mr. Armstrong died was not the head priest. Even though
Zerubbabel was gone, the signet was still there, and he remains
the number one man. God used him to prepare the way as His
messenger (e.g. Malachi 3:1), and we only continue in that job.
We can’t afford to lose that perspective, or we will meet the
same fate as the unlawful Joshua in Zechariah 3 met! Why did
this Joshua get into so much trouble? We must not forget this
history.
A GOV ER N MEN T PROBLEM
“Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood
before the angel. And he answered and spake unto those that
stood before him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from
him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of
raiment. And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So
they set a fair mitre upon his head, and clothed him with garments. And the angel of the Lord stood by” (Zechariah 3:3-5).
The central act here revolves around the headgear. The
fruits in this end time illustrate that something was wrong
with Joshua’s head, and with that turban, which is a symbol
of government. This was the cause of all of his problems: He
couldn’t submit to the Zerubbabel signet! He couldn’t submit
to a man whom God used to restore all things—a man I view
as one of the great men of the Bible!
These verses reveal that Joshua’s real problem was with
governm ent. The turban represents rule, authority and
government. Placing the turban on the high priest’s head
was the central act of the ordination ceremony (Exodus 29;
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Leviticus 8). Here, Joshua needs a new miter. This shows that
he had a problem with government or the Head.
Why would any of the Laodicean leaders or members want
to dwell with the daughter of Babylon? They have a problem
with God’s government. They don’t want God to be their Head.
That is the problem that all Laodiceans have—every single one
of them. They all follow Joshua’s lead in that respect. He had a
problem with the miter, or the government—the Head! So do
his followers, before and after his death.
The central act is positioning a pure turban. His big
problem was how he ruled—and failed to follow Zerubbabel’s
example! This prophecy says there was to be a leader in God’s
Church who had a serious government problem! He refused to
submit to what Christ established through Zerubbabel! God
called for repentance from the top! That is where the major
government problem is.
“And the angel of the Lord protested unto Joshua, saying,
Thus saith the Lord of hosts; If thou wilt walk in my ways,
and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge
my house, and shalt also keep my courts, and I will give
thee places to walk among these that stand by” (Zechariah
3:6-7). IF you do this, and IF you do that, this says—it is all
conditional upon his carrying out God’s commission. He gets
a pure turban only if he repents. This is addressing a definite
person with a specific priestly item that is filthy—a turban—
which symbolizes government. He had a serious government
problem! He rejected the authority of Jesus Christ!
He was to receive a pure turban only if he repented. But
if you look at the history, there is no evidence this man
did so. He said he wouldn’t be “ruled from the grave” by
Mr. Armstrong—but he should have been, if it’s God’s truth!
And it was—it was all things restored! But this Joshua went
out on his own and utterly destroyed what God had built.
We must learn from that history and be diligent to ensure
we don’t fall prey to the same government problem.
‘TH Y FELLOWS’
“Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows that
sit before thee: for they are men wondered at: for, behold, I
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will bring forth my servant the Branch” (Zechariah 3:8). Hear
now, God says! Joshua had only a little span of time to hear.
The same is true of us—we must hear God’s message now!
The Anchor Bible says the word “sit” could mean “rule,
exercise authority.” Joshua is not alone. It is Joshua and “thy
fellows.” Strong’s Concordance says this expression could be
rendered “your p
 astors.” Thy (or your) is a personal possessive
pronoun which shows possession of something (the car’s
engine, the baby’s toy, etc.). They belonged to Joshua—they
were his “fellows,” and continue to be so after his death. They
don’t belong to Christ. They follow men—not Christ! That’s
the big problem! They are not as spiritually motivated as they
should be (Zechariah 4:6—and remember this verse is a part
of the Zerubbabel inset). If they were properly motivated, they
wouldn’t be following Joshua, who has filthy garments. That
is why they “[despise] the day of small things.” They have
contempt for Zerubbabel (Mr. Armstrong) and what he taught.
So they move away from the Philadelphia standard.
“Thus saith the Lord of hosts; If thou wilt walk in my ways,
and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge my
house, and shalt also keep my courts, and I will give thee places
to walk among these that stand by” (Zechariah 3:7). “[K]eep my
charge” refers to the act of guarding. It means “a place where
guards are set.” The biggest sin of Joshua and his fellows was a
failure to guard what they had—what Zerubbabel left behind.
(Malachi 2:7 has the same meaning for the word “keep.”) Their
job is to guard tenaciously what Christ established through
Mr. Armstrong and gave to the Church. Today, the wcg leaders
have rejected almost all of the knowledge revealed by God.
This is the same problem as in 2 Thessalonians 2:15. They
reject the “traditions” or “instructions” of the past.
There is also the most wonderful good news that we
could hear! Joshua’s fellows are a SIGN that Christ’s return
is very near (Zechariah 3:8). The Soncino Commentary says,
“for they are men that are a SIGN.” The Jamieson, Fausset
and Brown Commentary also translates it “sign.” It could
also read “wondrous sign,” because of what follows almost
immediately—CHRIST’S RETURN! (verses 8-10).
It is the same sign we see in 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3 of a
falling away, which also shows that Christ’s return is very
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near! This is almost the same language as in Zechariah 3.
It’s also the same story as Revelation 3, about the Laodicean
Church. Signs are to be read, understood and heeded—or we
get lost. Those rebellious Laodiceans are a WONDROUS SIGN
that Jesus Christ is about to return!

Chapter 4
The Eternal Has
Chosen Jerusalem

N

ew Jerusalem is the crux of Revelation 3:12. God’s
Philadelphians are infused with a strong vision of new
Jerusalem. Our Father wants His vision of new Jerusalem
to consume the minds of His people.
Revelation 3:12 says, “Him that overcometh will I make a
pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out:
and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name
of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh
down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him
my new name.”
Throughout the Philadelphia Church of God’s history,
we have been reading this verse and applying it to God’s
Philadelphians. We may have read this verse hundreds, even
thousands, of times. But how much have we thought about what
God means when He says new Jerusalem? God tells us in this
verse that His Philadelphians have their minds on new Jerusalem.
After Jesus Christ returns and has removed the sins from
this world, the Father will come to rule His Family from new
Jerusalem. “And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying,
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell
with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall
be with them, and be their God. … And he carried me away in
the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that
great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from
God, Having the glory of God …. And I saw no temple therein:
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for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.
And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to
shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb
is the light thereof” (Revelation 21:3, 10-11, 22-23). God the
Father yearns to be with His Family. Our Father will inhabit
new Jerusalem with us—after the 1,000-year Millennium has
ended and there are no more physical beings.
We need this vision to endure the hardships ahead. “By
faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place
which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed;
and he went out, not knowing whither he went. By faith he
sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country,
dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with
him of the same promise” (Hebrews 11:8-9). These faithful
men knew that our bodies are temporary—like tabernacles.
We must have a vision that reaches beyond this life and even
beyond the Millennium! “For he looked for a city which hath
foundations, whose builder and maker is God” (verse 10).
Abraham saw new Jerusalem and God’s eternal Family.
Abraham is know n as the father of the faithful
(Galatians 3:7). He set an example in righteous obedience.
He looked forward to the city built by God the Father. Think
about the spiritual depth of this man!
We all need to really think about new Jerusalem, and the time
when the whole universe will be inhabited by the Family of God.
Human beings, and all the problems we face on this Earth, will
be gone. New Jerusalem will be here. So will God the Father.
The Philadelphians will be stationed in the Jerusalem
headquarters forever. “[H]e [each Philadelphian] shall go
no more out ….” God is making it personal for each one of
us. Most of God’s own people have become lukewarm today.
They have lost this part of their reward already, because they
lost the new Jerusalem vision. Then Satan got to them. What
an eternal price they must pay for that failure—even the 50
percent who repent in the Tribulation.
Do we see how real these promises are? And how costly it
is if we fail?
We must overcome as Christ overcame (Revelation 3:21).
He overcame the devil. The lukewarm Laodiceans fail to do so
before the Tribulation.
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This strongly indicates that anyone who loses the vision of
new Jerusalem becomes far more vulnerable to Satan’s attacks.
God will go to extreme lengths to help us understand and
focus on new Jerusalem. We are in the last hour, and I believe
one of the most profound and spectacular ways God is getting
us to focus on new Jerusalem is by building and properly using
His house. Armstrong Auditorium is a $20 million facility we
have built at our headquarters campus. We made it the highest
quality we possibly could, because it points us to the new
Jerusalem that we will inhabit in the future! The same God
who shall govern new Jerusalem rules this house today—His
eternal message flows from that building! We need to think
deeply about this; God’s house and new Jerusalem are connected
in a very special way. The new Jerusalem vision reverberates
within the walls of this most royal house.
God in His love warns Joshua and the Laodiceans about
losing this vision in the context of their rebellion. He has the
strongest desire for them to overcome the devil. He gives them
every opportunity.
W H Y T H E L AO D I C E A NS F E L L P R E Y TO S ATA N
“And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the
angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist
him. And the Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O
Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is
not this a brand plucked out of the fire?” (Zechariah 3:1-2).
These verses are talking about an evil Joshua, who represents
the entire Laodicean, or lukewarm, era of God’s Church. (This
is fully explained in my free book Malachi’s Message.) The whole
era has been taken captive by Satan—that includes 95 percent of
God’s own people. Most of them are going into the Tribulation,
where 50 percent of them will repent and be plucked out of the
fire. The other 50 percent will die forever in the lake of fire.
What caused this Laodicean era to be taken captive by the
devil? How did this wholesale falling away happen? There is
an important element to this verse, which I hadn’t thought
much about, that answers these questions. In verse 2 God
says, the Eternal has chosen Jerusalem. What does that mean?
Why would God talk about the vision of new Jerusalem in
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the context of this lawless end-time type of Joshua who is in
bondage to Satan?
This astonishing scripture reveals why this evil Joshua and
the Laodiceans became captives of Satan, and how we can avoid
falling into the same trap.
The Eternal has chosen Jerusalem: God is showing us that
the Laodiceans got into serious trouble because they stopped
focusing on new Jerusalem. They quit thinking like God. God’s
mind is continually set on new Jerusalem: His entire plan is built
around new Jerusalem. But Joshua and his followers allowed
their minds to stray from God’s vision of new Jerusalem. That
led to what is probably the worst disaster ever in God’s Church.
Verse 8 says, “Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou,
and thy fellows that sit before thee: for they are men wondered
at: for, behold, I will bring forth my servant the Branch.”
Notice, God says He is going to bring forth the Branch, Jesus
Christ. God the Father is directly and intimately involved in
these events. He brings forth His Son. But what happens just
before Christ, the Branch, returns? Joshua’s fellows are looking
to Joshua rather than the Father and Son; they have lost the
Eternal has chosen Jerusalem vision. The expression men
wondered at would better read men of sign. They are a sign the
Messiah is about to return! The bad news is still good news—a
sign of the most wonderful news we could hear.
Christ is about to change and beautify Jerusalem as this
world has never seen it. It will become the capital city of the
world. Then after the Millennium and the Great White Throne
Judgment, a still greater change is coming. God the Father and
new Jerusalem are coming to this Earth!
“For behold the stone that I have laid before Joshua; upon
one stone shall be seven eyes: behold, I will engrave the
graving thereof, saith the Lord of hosts, and I will remove
the iniquity of that land in one day” (verse 9). The Stone is a
symbol of Christ, and the seven eyes are the seven Church eras,
over which Christ is the Head. God gives His Church sight. He
gives His people the ability to understand world events and
to comprehend spiritual knowledge. The Laodiceans have lost
this ability because they have gotten away from the Stone and
the vision of new Jerusalem given to them by God the Father.
They are now blind (Revelation 3:17).
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HOW TO CONQU E R DI SCOU R AGE M E N T
The Eternal has chosen Jerusalem is the deep understanding
needed to conquer Satan and remain Philadelphian. Realize
what a tremendous blessing it is that we can understand the
vision of new Jerusalem! New Jerusalem should be our greatest
goal! It is the vision of another world—another universe!
The Laodiceans were deceived by Satan because they lost
sight of the vision of new Jerusalem. They don’t know that the
Eternal has chosen Jerusalem. It is really the deepest vision in
the entire Bible.
God is telling us that if we want to avoid being deceived, and
if we want to live exciting, positive, hope-filled lives, then we
must understand this vision of new Jerusalem. We must anchor
our minds in this mind-inspiring hope. The fact that we think
about new Jerusalem the way God does shows we are His sons!
The context of these scriptures in Zechariah is God’s people
turning away. Notice how God tries to rescue His sons: He
implores them to get their minds on new Jerusalem.
God is talking about types of Joshua and Zerubbabel, two
very real men in this end time. We know God works and
governs through men (Ephesians 2:19-20). And the fact is, we
are not going to understand this vision of new Jerusalem if we
have a government problem. The example of the Laodiceans
teaches us this lesson.
We need to think deeply about why our Father wants to get
our minds to embrace new Jerusalem. Only the pcg has this
majestic vision. God wants us to remember that we are His
unique remnant. We, like our Father, have chosen Jerusalem.
God uses our anniversaries and other occasions to remind us
how special we are to Him and how to sustain that miraculous
Family relationship. We must do all we possibly can to give
this message to the Laodiceans especially, since their salvation
is at stake. The devil attacks us continually, grinding on our
emotions and seeking to drag us into the depths of despair
and discouragement. He tries to destroy the abundant joy we
have in the new Jerusalem vision.
It’s impossible to get discouraged when we are filled with
the vision of new Jerusalem. How many times have you gotten
discouraged when your mind was filled with this vision? Not
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once! This is not to say we won’t experience rough patches in
our lives, but we can avoid discouragement and sadness by
setting our hearts and minds on new Jerusalem. Our trials
will overwhelm us if we haven’t chosen Jerusalem. We won’t
purify ourselves without this understanding.
JERUSA LEM A BOV E
Galatians 4:25-26 read, “For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia,
and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage
with her children. But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is
the mother of us all.”
These verses are talking about two Jerusalems. There’s
the Jerusalem of today, a disunited city plagued by violence
and discord, and a symbol of this tragic world. Then there’s
Jerusalem above, the Eternal’s Jerusalem, the mother of us
all, the source of power and understanding. We are free in a
way that is beyond human understanding. This picture of new
Jerusalem helps us understand the brutal reality of Jerusalem
and this world today.
“By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a
place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed;
and he went out, not knowing whither he went. By faith he
sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country,
dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with
him of the same promise: For he looked for a city which hath
foundations, whose builder and maker is God” (Hebrews 11:8‑10).
Abraham “looked for a city which hath foundations ….” This
city, whose builder and maker is God, was vividly real to
Abraham! He clearly saw the FOUNDATIONS of this city that
will dominate the universe forever! You can read about those
dazzling foundations in Revelation 21:19-20.
What a mind-dazzling future God has for His Family!
Also read Hebrews 12:22-23: “But ye are come unto
mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, To
the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are
written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the
spirits of just men made perfect.” How much do you think
about the heavenly Jerusalem, “the city of the living God”?
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JERUSALEM A N D THE PHIL A DELPHI A NS
In the booklet Ezekiel—The End-Time Prophet, I wrote: “Jerusalem
is a type of national Israel. But there is also a Jerusalem above,
‘the mother of us all,’ which is the Church …. In Ezekiel 16, God’s
primary focus is on Jerusalem above—the end-time Church of
God. God’s Church receives truth from Jerusalem above. This is
probably one of the most inspiring chapters in the Bible!” We should
all study Ezekiel 16:8-14 again. God’s true Church on Earth is
empowered by heavenly Jerusalem. (Please read Chapter 9 of
Ezekiel—The End-Time Prophet for more information.)
We support an archaeological project in Jerusalem today,
sending some of our Herbert W. Armstrong College students
over there to dig in the dirt. Why? Because the Eternal has
chosen Jerusalem! We are preparing for Christ’s return to
Jerusalem, where He will rule with His Bride. Then for 1,000
years, we will prepare for the Father’s coming to Jerusalem to
rule His Family from there forever.
THE SEVEN CHU RCH ER AS
In Zechariah 3:9, God compares the seven Church eras,
beginning with Ephesus in the first century down to Laodicea
in the last, to seven eyes. God emphasizes sight here because
He wants His people to see. If we are doing God’s Work, we will
see what’s going on in the world and in the Church! Zechariah
4:10 refers to the eyes again: “For who hath despised the day of
small things? for they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet
in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes
of the Lord, which run to and fro through the whole earth.”
The lesson is that we must have the eyes of God if we are
to see. That applies to all seven Church eras. The end-time
Laodiceans are blind because they have strayed from God
and lost sight of His vision of new Jerusalem. God’s very elect
are the only people on Earth who see as God sees! What a
magnificent blessing.
Zechariah 4 continues this theme. “And [the angel] said
unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I have looked, and
behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of
it, and his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven
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lamps, which are upon the top thereof” (verse 2). These seven
lamps also represent the seven Church eras.
What does a lamp do? It sheds light in darkness. Today the
pcg is a shining lamp in a pitch-black world.
Revelation 4:5 explains further what these lamps are
a type of: “And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and
thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire
burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.”
Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon states that the root of
“lamps” means “to make a field shine.” The pcg work shines
brightly in this very dark world. The house of God is the most
resplendent representation of that glorious light!
The light shining from the pcg is only a type of the lamp
in heaven. God has given us a portion of His brilliant light
that shines in heaven. Then we let it shine for the whole
world, whether people realize it or not. What is shining up in
heaven is also a light for all humanity. People should be able to
recognize it; they are without excuse.
We must always remember that God’s Holy Spirit fuels
these lamps. It takes oil to make our lamp burn. Oil is a type
of the Holy Spirit. It is the Spirit that empowers us. The more
of God’s Spirit we have, individually and collectively, the
brighter this Work will shine. Herbert W. Armstrong taught us
this lesson. It wasn’t by Mr. Armstrong’s might or power that
the work was performed, but by the Spirit of God (Zechariah
4:6). The only way we can grasp the vision of new Jerusalem
and do the will of God is by the power of God’s Holy Spirit.
Consider that in the tabernacle in ancient Israel and in
Solomon’s temple, the lamp burned continually. It never went
out. This is how we must be individually and collectively. We
must make sure our lamp is continually burning brightly!
How brightly is your lamp burning? How much light do
you shed? We need to be lamps that radiate the brightness
and glory of heavenly Jerusalem! And we can only do this if
we are continually drawing on the Spirit and power of God.
T WO OL I V E T R E E S
God has given me some beautiful revelation that shows an area
where something the Church believed for years was incorrect.
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“And two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the
bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof” (Zechariah 4:3).
I always heard that those two olive trees represented the
two witnesses, which are prophesied to come on the scene just
before Christ’s return (Revelation 11). But I will show you why
that is not true.
“So I answered and spake to the angel that talked with me,
saying, What are these, my lord? Then the angel that talked
with me answered and said unto me, Knowest thou not what
these be? And I said, No, my lord. Then he answered and
spake unto me, saying …” (Zechariah 4:4-6). At that point
begins the Zerubbabel inset, which continues through most
of verse 10.
Verse 11 picks up the subject again: “Then answered I, and
said unto him, What are these two olive trees upon the right
side of the candlestick and upon the left side thereof?”
If you’re going to understand the truth about the two olive
trees, you’re going to have to look to Zerubbabel, and you’re
going to have to use the Holy Spirit as he did (verse 6). This is
spiritual understanding!
Who are the two olive trees? We get a clue by looking at
another reference Zechariah makes in this context.
T WO OL I V E BR A NCH E S
“And I answered again, and said unto him, What be these two
olive branches which through the two golden pipes empty the
golden oil out of themselves? … Then said he, These are the
two anointed ones, that stand by the Lord of the whole earth”
(Zechariah 4:12, 14).
Before, Zechariah saw two olive trees. Now here are “two olive
branches,” which are “two anointed ones” that deliver golden oil.
If you look ahead in the context, Zechariah 5 talks about
the flying scroll (I discuss this in Chapter 5). That is a preTribulation prophecy. That would suggest that this prophecy
in Zechariah 4 about the two olive branches will also be
fulfilled before the Tribulation. We know that the two
witnesses come on the scene during the Tribulation.
Anciently, God commanded that the temple lamps be
supplied with pure olive oil. “And thou shalt command the
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children of Israel, that they bring thee pure oil olive beaten
for the light, to cause the lamp to burn always” (Exodus 27:20).
The command was also that the lamp be kept burning always,
or continually.
Today, we are the temple of God (1 Corinthians 6:19‑20;
Ephesians 2:20-22). The pure olive oil is a type of God’s pure
Holy Spirit, which flows from God (e.g. Exodus 30:22-33;
1 John 2:20). Only God’s Holy Spirit in us can do the Work
(Zechariah 4:6). We must not pollute God’s message with
carnal reasoning.
The light from the lamp is God’s message to the world,
through the collective body and our individual example.
Today, God commands us to cause that lamp to burn always
and with power. Why is such a command necessary? Look at
what has happened to God’s temple, or Church, today. We
have repeatedly shown that 95 percent of God’s people are not
delivering God’s message in this end time. They have rejected
much of God’s truth and become lukewarm. They lack the oil,
or power, to do God’s Work of proclaiming His message to the
world. They are too selfish to love all humanity as God does.
But who are these two anointed ones through whom the
golden oil flows out to the whole world? This is end-time
prophecy. We must know now!
Throughout these scriptures we have seen a lot of focus
on the seven Church eras. In Zechariah 4:11 you see two olive
trees, one on either side of the candlestick, or lampstand, that
represents those seven eras.
The two olive trees represent God the Father and Jesus
Christ. They are there alongside all of the seven eras.
But then in verse 12, the focus shifts to two of those eras:
“What be these two olive branches?” the prophet asked. These
are the last two Church eras—the only two discussed in detail.
God has used two men in the last two eras to give golden
oil from the Father and Son. The golden oil is new revelation
that flowed in the sixth era and is flowing in the seventh era.
Where do we get the oil? From the two olive trees—the
Father and Christ.
The two olive branches are two men in two eras. God’s
golden oil, His Holy Spirit, flows through these two men when
they deliver revelation to the Church.
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Who are these leaders? Where is this golden oil flowing?
You and I must know! Do you see evidence of golden oil today?
Look at the enormous amount of revelation God has given
His Church in this end time. We have a whole library of books
and booklets from Mr. Armstrong and from me filled with
new revelation from God!
Can you see where God’s golden oil was flowing during
the time of Mr. Armstrong? Can you see where God’s Spirit
is flowing today? When we find where God is revealing His
knowledge, that is where God’s oil is flowing. It is all God’s doing,
but He uses a man to lead His Work in each of the last two eras.
God has called people to back and support two leaders in
this end time. Together, the physical leader and supporters can
make God’s lamp shine brightly with that golden oil!
GOLDEN OIL
One commentary said this passage about the two olive
branches was speaking of Zerubbabel and Joshua, and I said,
Well, that’s not true. But once I started thinking about it, my
mind began to change as I thought about that golden oil.
God is trying to get us to understand the value of His
revelation! This is golden oil flowing through golden pipes into
the golden bowl! The Soncino Commentary says of this scripture,
“The oil flowing from golden pipes into a golden bowl and
seen in the light of the lamp seems to be golden.” All this gold
pictures the spiritual purity and splendor of what God is giving.
Look at all the new revelation God has given through
Mr. Armstrong, and now through me. Isn’t that what God is
talking about here? When people leave God’s Church today,
they tend to criticize some twiggy area, or some insignificant
speculation. But they fail to see the golden oil flowing in those
golden pipes and into the golden bowl!
Only two men on this Earth have received new revelation
from God for His Church in this end time—Herbert W.
Armstrong and me. That will sound arrogant to some people,
but you can easily prove it!
Read the books and booklets we have written and you will
see where the new revelation is. You will find it no place else
on this Earth!
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These two olive branches are “the two anointed ones, that
stand by the Lord of the whole earth.” The two anointed ones
literally means the two sons of oil, or sons of fresh oil.
They are called sons of fresh oil for good reason! These
two men give fresh golden oil—or new revelation—to God’s
Church. God doesn’t talk about the other eras this way—but
in these last days we have all things restored—and that fresh,
golden oil is just pouring into God’s true Church! The light
in this lamp is radiating in a special way as God gives more
and more of that oil! That is what sets these men apart—not
because they did anything spectacular: It is all God’s doing.
Do you see this golden oil flowing? What a majestic and
splendid image! What value do you put on revelation from
God? We understand and appreciate the value of physical gold.
But what about golden oil that flows from the Father and from
the Stone through the golden pipes into that golden bowl?
If you can’t see that, then you had better stir up the Spirit
(2 Timothy 1:6).
How else do you explain all the truth that God revealed
through Mr. Armstrong even when he was in the sunset years
of his life? That man was terribly weak, physically—there is
no way he could have done the Work by physical might. He
did it by God’s Spirit. The golden oil was flowing through the
golden pipes into the golden bowl—through a man who was
87 years old, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92! We have the evidence!
The same terminology is used in Revelation 11, but notice
the difference: “And I will give power unto my two witnesses,
and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and
threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. These are the two olive
trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the
earth” (verses 3-4).
There is nothing here about golden oil, and I think for good
reason. This is a time when new revelation has come to an end,
or is about to. These two men won’t be printing literature—
they will be fighting for their lives! (e.g. verses 5-6). They will
have real power! But they will be proclaiming prophecies that
we already understand and have already written up.
The Laodiceans believe they are rich and increased with
goods (Revelation 3:17), but they don’t even see this golden oil,
or the pipes, or the bowl, or the Stone, or the Father!
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In Lamentations 4:1, God describes how the Laodicean
ministry, which at one time God likened to fine gold,
has become tarnished (you can read about this in our
Lamentations booklet). In the next verse, the faithful ministers
are called the “precious sons of Zion, comparable to fine gold”!
God just keeps trying to get us to understand what a golden
opportunity He is giving His people! We must see this God’s
way, and look at it through the Stone’s eyes, the eyes of the
Eternal. There is nothing more inspiring!

Chapter 5
God’s Physical
House Was
Prophesied!

O

n this Earth today, God’s governm ent can only be
found in the Philadelphia Church of God. That is an
astounding statement—but true. As we have seen, the
Laodicean churches no longer have God’s government; they
have rejected it. We must come to see the significance God
places on government.
Let’s now look at another of Zechariah’s incredible visions.
It is related to both God’s Work and God’s government.
“Then I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and
behold a flying roll. And he said unto me, What seest thou?
And I answered, I see a flying roll; the length thereof is twenty
cubits, and the breadth thereof ten cubits” (Zechariah 5:1-2).
God shows Zechariah a flying roll. The Anchor Bible refers to
the roll as a scroll. That is a better description of the vision.
T H E F LY I N G SC ROL L
Zechariah gives us the precise measurements for the scroll.
It is 20 cubits long and 10 cubits wide. This translates to
approximately 30 feet long and 15 feet wide. This was not a
small piece of writing. The largeness of the scroll indicates its
importance.
What is this flying scroll? Can we know? God would not
have recorded this end-time VISION in a book for us if He did
not want us to understand it!
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We must use our minds.
How can we come to understand the meaning behind this
vision? Remember, the book of Zechariah deals mainly with
GOD’S TEMPLE. That is the key: The flying scroll can only be
understood within the context of God’s temple. Wanting to
understand about the flying scroll should be very important to
each one of us. If it is not, then it could indicate we have some
serious spiritual problems.
Here is an example of how God wants us to precisely measure. If you have Zerubbabel’s plummet, you can measure this.
The measurements of the scroll tie it directly to the
temple. “And it came to pass in the four hundred and eight
ieth year after the children of Israel were come out of the land
of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign over Israel,
in the month Zif, which is the second month, that he began
to build the house of the Lord. And the house which king
Solomon built for the Lord, the length thereof was threescore
cubits, and the breadth thereof twenty cubits, and the height
thereof thirty cubits. And the porch before the temple of the
house, twenty cubits was the length thereof, according to the
breadth of the house; and ten cubits was the breadth thereof
before the house” (1 Kings 6:1-3). These scriptures refer to the
building of God’s house at the time of King Solomon. Where
is God’s house or temple today? Spiritually, we know it is
the Church (Ephesians 2:21). The temple in Solomon’s time
represented the center of God’s Work. The same is true of
God’s Church today.
However, there is duality in this prophecy—it also
prophesies that we would build a physical house for God.
More on that later.
Notice that the dimensions for Solomon’s porch are the
same as Zechariah’s scroll: 20 cubits long and 10 cubits wide,
or roughly 30 feet long and 15 feet wide. The porch—where
the ministers assembled in the outer court—was the entrance
into the temple courtyard. The entrance to the holy of holies
was from the courtyard. We can begin to get some idea of the
meaning behind the scroll. It is directly related to the temple.
There are important reasons why God gives us the temple
measurements in cubits. One of the major reasons is that
these cubits are tied to God’s spiritual temple today.
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The flying scroll is also measured in cubits and helps us
to understand prophecy about God’s Work in His Church (or
temple) today.
W E E PI NG AT T H E P O RC H
Again, the flying scroll is the same dimension as the temple
porch. That was the entrance to the temple anciently
(1 Kings 6:1-3). What did God instruct the priests to do at the
porch? The book of Joel gives us additional insights. “Let the
priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep between the porch and
the altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give
not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over
them: wherefore should they say among the people, Where is
their God?” (Joel 2:17). The book of Joel is an end-time prophecy.
It is for our day. God instructs the priests, His ministry, to weep
for the people between the porch and the altar.
As I stated above, the porch was the entrance to the temple
courtyard. But here we see that it was also the entrance to the
altar. The events surrounding the altar involved the work of
the priests, or ministry. We can make a direct connection
between the porch and the work of the ministry.
The scene here in Joel is a tragic one. God’s people (in the
end time) are about to be taken captive by heathen peoples.
This can only refer to the Laodicean Church. God tells the
priests to come and weep for the people. God expects the
priests to make intercession for the people. Why? To understand, let’s ask a second, related question.
What is the result of the end-time Joshua’s government
problem? “Thus saith the Lord of hosts; If thou wilt walk in
my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also
judge my house, and shalt also keep my courts, and I will give
thee places to walk among these that stand by” (Zechariah
3:7). Joshua did not walk in God’s ways. He proved to be unfit
to judge God’s house. Because of his government problem, he
gave the people wrong judgments.
His priests, or “fellows,” have also failed to do their
job in leading the people. In fact, they have misled people.
The end-time Joshua and his priests have given the people
wrong judgment. Joshua and his priests are responsible for the
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calamities coming upon the Laodicean people. God expects the
priests to make intercession for the people because they led
the people astray. As it states in Joel 2, during the Tribulation
things will get so bad that the people are going to wonder—
where is God?
It is the job of God’s ministers today to make sure God is
in the Church. We want the Father in the house. The Laodicean
ministers failed in that responsibility.
A R E V I VA L O F J U D G M E N T
So what does the flying scroll have to do with the porch? The
Anchor Bible Commentary states, “The association in this vision
[Zechariah 5:2] of the ulam or temple forecourt area with the
flying scroll would represent the revival of the priestly role
in the administration of justice.” Can we begin to make the
connection? The vision in Zechariah 5 has everything to do
with judgment in God’s temple, or house. It has everything to
do with the Work of God and His ministry!
I stated above that Joshua and his fellows come on the
scene just before Christ’s return. So when did God’s judgment
stop in His Church? When Joshua took control of the Church.
Zechariah 5 shows that God revived His Work someplace else:
within the Philadelphia Church of God!
If a church turns away from God (that is what Zechariah
is all about), what does God do about it? He revives judgment
in some other place. God uses a flying scroll and revives
His Work. The scroll is a type of entrance into the temple and it
signifies righteous judgment.
This is more clearly understood by comparing the size of
the scroll with the large cherubim within the holy of holies.
C H E RU B I M GUA R D I N G T H E A R K
“And the whole house he overlaid with gold, until he had
finished all the house: also the whole altar that was by the
oracle he overlaid with gold” (1 Kings 6:22). The golden altar
was where the priests burned incense every day (e.g. Exodus
30:1-8). That altar typifies God’s ministry today. The fact
that it was overlaid with gold indicates the extremely high
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value God places on His faithful ministers, as we also saw in
Lamentations 4:2.
“And within the oracle he made two cherubims of olive tree,
each ten cubits high. And five cubits was the one wing of the
cherub, and five cubits the other wing of the cherub: from
the uttermost part of the one wing unto the uttermost part
of the other were ten cubits. And the other cherub was ten
cubits: both the cherubims were of one measure and one size.
The height of the one cherub was ten cubits, and so was it of
the other cherub. And he set the cherubims within the inner
house: and they stretched forth the wings of the cherubims, so
that the wing of the one touched the one wall, and the wing
of the other cherub touched the other wall; and their wings
touched one another in the midst of the house [or temple]”
(1 Kings 6:23-27). These cherubim were right there in the holy
of holies, where God dwelled!
The Anchor Bible Commentary states about these verses
(emphasis mine throughout): “A second dimensional
connection between the fifth vision and the temple, also based
on the absolute value of the numbers, appears in the size of
the two cherubim, those fanciful composite creatures whose
wings were spread out over the ark within the debir, or holy of
holies. The text of 1 Kings 6:23-26 explains carefully that each
cherub stood 10 cubits high and that one wing of each was
five cubits long. That is, each cherub was 10 cubits wide, wing
tip to wing tip, and 10 cubits tall. Since the cherubim were
identical in size and shape, and since they were positioned
next to each other with their outer wings touching the
walls of the debir and with their wings on the side next to
each other just touching the middle of the debir, the cherubs
together occupied a space 20 cubits wide and 10 cubits high
…. The outstretched wings of the cherubim sheltered ‘the ark of the
covenant of Yahweh’ (1 Kings 8:6-7) which contained the ‘two stone
tablets which Moses placed there at Horeb, where Yahweh made a
covenant with the people of Israel’” (1 Kings 8:9).
Lucifer was a covering cherub. A cherub is the highestranking spirit being under God today. Lucifer’s wings covered
the very throne of God at the headquarters of the universe. He
was also one of only three archangels mentioned in the Bible,
until he rebelled and became Satan.
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The ark of the covenant is a symbol of God’s throne. God
ruled from there on the Earth. So those two covering cherubs
undoubtedly represent Michael and Gabriel—the only two
remaining archangels of which we are aware. Only these
archangels are qualified to hold such towering positions—or
so it would seem according to the Scriptures.
So what does all of this measuring in cubits mean? The
subject is Solomon’s temple, or the Church of God today.
The ark of the covenant and the covering cherubs represent
God’s throne and the highest levels of government in God’s
true Church! That means we must study these verses with
extreme care and submit to the government emanating from
God’s royal throne!
This prophecy is for God’s people today.
When we compare the dimensions of the flying scroll
with the CHERUBIM IN THE HOLY OF HOLIES, we must
understand that the exact repetit ion of these dimensions
is not by chance. It has been carefully designed by God.
Zechariah’s flying scroll is extremely important. That flying
scroll flowed from our Creator and the ruler of the entire
universe! God gave it only to the Philadelphia Church of God.
We were commanded to deliver it to the Laodiceans. That was
our only commission for the first seven years.
W H AT D OE S T H E SC ROL L R E PR E SE N T ?
Remember that the cherubims’ wings sheltered the ark of the
covenant of God. Within the ark were the tablets of the Ten
Commandments—God’s law. These awesome angels kept
watch over God’s law. Zechariah’s scroll has everything to
do with God’s law—guarding it and keeping it. Also found
within the ark was Aaron’s rod, a symbol of government.
There are many Church memb ers out there reading and
studying, but they don’t understand how the Laodiceans are
violating the law of God. They just cannot see how they are
breaking God’s law. Yet, all of their doctrinal changes show
that the Laodiceans are not keeping watch over or guarding
God’s law. If you reject God’s government (and they have),
you also reject God’s law. Many members of God’s Church are
going to find themselves in the Tribulation because they will
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not submit to the government which implements God’s law.
The ark, with the Ten Commandments and Aaron’s rod,
was a symbol of God’s covenant with ancient Israel. In this end
time, God’s Church also entered into a covenant with God. We
made a covenant to submit to God’s law and government. We
made a covenant with God to guard what we were taught!
The Laodiceans have seriously violated that covenant. But now
there is a flying scroll reviving the Work.
If you carefully study into the porch, the cherubim in the
holy of holies and the flying scroll, you can fully understand
what is wrong with the Laodiceans today. They didn’t believe
that Herbert Armstrong’s work was being directed from the
holy of holies! They do not have the faith to see that the work
of the pcg is being directed from the holy of holies.
The flying scroll represents the work of the pcg during
the massive Laodicean rebellion. What is happening in the pcg
is truly awesome. We are a little Church doing a gigantic work!
The rod of Aaron clearly shows us that God gives His
government to a man. He must implement the law as Aaron
was commanded to do.
Then God reveals His Zechariah prophecy to that man. The
flying scroll vision was given to Zechariah. But he, like Daniel,
didn’t understand what the vision meant. That is because it
was mainly, if not solely, for the time just before Christ returns.
So where is the type of Zechariah today who receives the
flying scroll revelation from God? You can find him where you
find God’s law and government. He is used by God to measure
His very elect with that government and law.
God is trying to keep our minds on His throne and His
law! The holy of holies is where God dwells. Never lose sight
of the great, majestic God who rules from His throne!
First there is God and His throne, symbolized by
the mercy seat on top of the ark. That means that the
government and law must always flow from the unparalleled
mercy of God! We see the law and Aaron’s rod inside the ark.
But there is another ingredient inside the ark: manna. If we
submit to God, His law and His government, then God feeds
us spiritual manna (John 6:49-50). Then we understand the
prophecy of Zechariah.
We recognize that prophet as the man who fulfills
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Zechariah’s role in this end time. (For a more complete study
on this subject, request our free book Who Is ‘That Prophet’?)
Ancient Israel was led by the ark physically. God’s loyal
ministers today are those who follow that ark of God spiritually and lead God’s people.
God wants us to clearly understand that the flying scroll
came from the holy of holies, or the inner temple, or the inner
court where God dwells. Don’t forget that important fact. This
message did not come from a man! It came from the very
throne of the living God! The specific dimensions of the
scroll and the cherubim remind us of that wonderful truth!
THE CURSES ON THE SCROLL
It is our job to warn the Laodiceans, our nations of Israel and
ultimately this world of the coming punishment for sin. Ours is
no easy task. But God requires us to issue His warning message.
The flying scroll is a warning to all sinners. But that warning
begins at God’s sanctuary, or Church (Ezekiel 9:1-6). “Then
said he unto me, This is the curse that goeth forth over the
face of the whole earth: for every one that stealeth shall be cut
off as on this side according to it; and every one that sweareth
shall be cut off as on that side according to it. I will bring
it forth, saith the Lord of hosts, and it shall enter into the
house of the thief, and into the house of him that sweareth
falsely by my name: and it shall remain in the midst of his
house, and shall consume it with the timber thereof and the
stones thereof” (Zechariah 5:3-4). These verses show that the
whole world is breaking God’s law. The whole world must be
warned. Again, as we stated above, ours is a global work.
The whole truth is that no human being wants to submit
to God’s law. And curses always come if we do not repent of
our sin. Do you want to steal? Do you want to swear falsely by
God’s name? Do you want to have phony religion? God plans
to cut off any such people forever if they do not repent.
God wants His flying scroll to come flooding into our lives.
It will either bring blessings or curses: blessings if we repent;
curses if we continue to violate God’s law. We had better pay
close attention to this flying scroll. We do have a choice—we
can choose blessings or curses.
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T WO WOM E N ON A N E PH A H
“Then the angel that talked with me went forth, and said unto
me, Lift up now thine eyes, and see what is this that goeth
forth. And I said, What is it? And he said, This is an ephah
that goeth forth. He said moreover, This is their resemblance
through all the earth. And, behold, there was lifted up a talent
of lead: and this is a woman that sitteth in the midst of the
ephah” (Zechariah 5:5-7). The angel now shows Zechariah
an ephah. The angel says the ephah goes forth, then shows
a woman sitting in the middle of it. To most this may seem
strange. But this new vision is directly connected to the scroll,
the porch and the angels of the temple.
What is an ephah? An ephah is used 27 times in the Bible as
a technical device for measuring grain. However, wheat is not
being measured here. A woman is being measured. We know that
a woman in the Bible is a symbol for a church—whether it’s true
or false. God’s Church is being measured here. We, the members
of God’s Church, are being judged now (1 Peter 4:17). The world
is not yet being judged. At this time, during our day, at this very
moment, those in God’s Church are being judged by God.
Let’s look at how God measured the woman. “And he
said, This is wickedness. And he cast it into the midst of the
ephah; and he cast the weight of lead upon the mouth thereof”
(Zechariah 5:8). God finds wickedness in this church. God is
very displeased with this measurement.
Now look at what happens next. “Then lifted I up mine eyes,
and looked, and, behold, there came out two women, and the
wind was in their wings; for they had wings like the wings of a
stork: and they lifted up the ephah between the earth and the
heaven. Then said I to the angel that talked with me, Whither
do these bear the ephah? And he said unto me, To build it an
house in the land of Shinar: and it shall be established, and set
there upon her own base” (verses 9-11). The angel now shows
Zechariah two women. Remember, these two women come on
the scene at the time of Joshua’s turning away from God. This
is an end-time event. Have we seen two women in the end time
discussed anywhere else in Scripture? Yes, we have.
Do we see how clearly this pictures the split between
the wcg and pcg? Under Herbert Armstrong there was one
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Church. Then he died. A Laodicean ministry assumed power
and introduced great wickedness into the Church. Then,
on December 7, 1989, the pcg was born. Now there are two
women—the Laodicean woman and the Philadelphia woman.
God raised up the Philadelphia Church of God to, as
one commentary puts it, revive the priestly role in the
administration of justice. God has raised us up to revive His
government administration and His law within the Church!
THE OU TER COU RT
Remember, the flying scroll also has the same dimensions as
the porch, or entrance, to the temple anciently (1 Kings 6:1-3).
This is where the ministers assembled. But it was in the outer
court.
“And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the
angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and
the altar, and them that worship therein. But the court which is
without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given
unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot
forty and two months” (Revelation 11:1-2). First God had His
leader measure the altar—a type of the ministry. Almost all of
God’s ministers are in the outer court. That is where they are
assembled today. And they remain there. That is the lesson
of the scroll size. God gives us these dimensions for a reason.
These are not just idle words in the Bible that we can ignore! It
shows why there is a second woman, and who is responsible
most of all: the ministers.
As Mr. Armstrong always said, the Bible is a coded book,
and only God can break that code. That is what God is doing
in this message.
These ministers lead God’s own people to break His law
and become cursed! (as in Zechariah 5). Over 95 percent of
God’s own people are under a curse today.
Some of these people come to the pcg, and almost all of those
who do say they were starving spiritually. They were not being
fed spiritual manna. The church they came from did not have
Aaron’s rod, or God’s government. They “stumble[d] at the law.”
There are two women mentioned in Zechariah 5. One is in
the inner court and one is in the outer court.
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These prophecies are not that hard to understand after God
reveals them. They are all focused on a short span of time just
before Christ returns.
The dimensions of the scroll, the cherubim and the porch
also indicate that these ministers and their followers have a
connection to the holy of holies. The Laodiceans have a spiritual
history with the great God! Nothing can change that history!
The great tragedy is that God no longer dwells in their
midst as He did in the days of Herbert W. Armstrong.
C O U N T E R PA R T O F R E V E L A T I O N 1 0 A N D 11
Zechariah 5 is a counterpart to Revelation 10:1-11:2 specifically
and chapters 10 and 11 generally. The little book of Revelation
is about how God’s Church splits and becomes two women.
That is also the subject of the flying scroll.
The flying scroll and the little book are the same!
Zechariah 3 and 4 are explained in detail as a part of Malachi’s
Message, or the little book.
After John discussed the little book, he wrote about
measuring. After Zechariah discussed the flying scroll, he too
wrote about measuring. In both cases, it is a woman, or church,
being measured. And there is another church that refuses to
be measured.
The little book is given ample and critical space in the Bible.
It is a direct warning to God’s people in this end time. That
message comes from the supreme, majestic throne of God and the
covering cherubs! God’s people who reject the little book are
plunged into the Great Tribulation. Fifty percent of them will
still reject the little book even then. That is why they will be
lost forever!
Beyond that, the little book is a strong warning to the
whole world about the deadly seriousness of sin.
The Apostle John “ate it up.” We too must eat and digest the
little book. Only then will we fervently prophesy again as God
commands.
“And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before
many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings”
(Revelation 10:11). The commission for this new work is to
prophesy again—with the emphasis, this time, on prophecy.
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Now we have entered an era when prophecy—a warning
message—is the primary message.
A prophet is a person to whom God has revealed His
prophecies. If the commission is to prophesy, there must be a
prophet to lead the work. More specifically, that prophet.
If we have a spiritual focus, we will be continually thanking
God for His revealed prophecies. Mr. Armstrong often said
our greatest sin is ingratitude. Are we spiritual enough to
continually thank God for His revealed prophecies?
The Laodiceans became ungrateful when they were “rich,
and increased with goods.” Physical things became more
important than God’s spiritual gifts! Beware of that deadly
Laodicean sin.
“And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the
angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and
the altar, and them that worship therein” (Revelation 11:1). A
man is given a rod—God’s government—to measure God’s
very elect. God uses a man to implement His law, which is
likened to Aaron’s rod. God’s own Church is being cursed, so
this man is directed to measure himself and God’s very elect
with God’s law.
Zechariah 5 discusses the curse for breaking God’s law.
However, one woman kept the law—or was measured by the
law. Another woman refused to be measured and was cursed.
“But the court which is without the temple leave out, and
measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the
holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months”
(Revelation 11:2). When this man measures the very elect
with God’s law, the result is an inner court, where God dwells,
and an outer court, which refuses to be measured. That
means there are two women, just as described in Zechariah
5. One church became wicked; the other was obedient to God.
Suddenly you have two churches—one Philadelphian and one
Laodicean.
“Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and
the other left” (Matthew 24:40). The Revised Standard Version
and the New King James Version read not just “two,” but “two
men.” God appoints one man as the “ruler over his household”
(that prophet with Aaron’s rod; verse 45). There may be another
man whom God views as the leader of the Laodiceans.
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This is all in the context of the two women, or the Church
split. “Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one
shall be taken, and the other left” (verse 41). One woman
(Philadelphian) is taken and the other woman (Laodicean)
is left behind. God takes His very elect to a place of safety
(Revelation 12:14). The Laodiceans must go through the Great
Tribulation because of their rebellion (verse 17).
The storm is building fast (Matthew 24:34). Christ is about
to return! (verses 35-37).
Revelation 10 and 11 and Zechariah 5 discuss two women.
Zechariah’s scroll is about two women. So is the little book.
The central message about the two women is the flying scroll.
The centerpiece of our work to God’s Church is the little book.
The flying scroll discusses a measuring of God’s obedient
people. God has given the pcg a measuring responsibility.
It is a flying scroll. Malachi’s Message has been advertised
on television and radio. It has been mailed around the world—
by airplanes. It gets around as if it had wings.
The flying scroll has huge dimensions. The little book has
been seen by most of God’s Laodicean people and read by
many of them. It has had a real impact inside God’s Church.
That is exactly what God prophesied would happen!
One church does not understand the importance of the
flying scroll. The other allows the scroll to lead and guide it!
Who fulfills a type of the Zechariah office today? Who had
the flying scroll revealed to him? And the little book? Who is
used to prophesy again—to measure God’s Church with God’s
law?
Let me emphasize once more: This flying scroll, or the little
book, came from the holy of holies—where God dwells!
Now let’s go back to the fifth chapter of Zechariah to one of
the most inspiring revelations in this book.
“Then lifted I up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there
came out two women, and the wind was in their wings; for
they had wings like the wings of a stork: and they lifted up
the ephah between the earth and the heaven. Then said I to
the angel that talked with me, Whither do these bear the
ephah?” (Zechariah 5:9-10). Both women have wings like
storks—a symbol of God’s power. Each woman has access to
God’s power, but only the Philadelphian woman is using that
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power before the Tribulation. Both women are carrying the
ephah because each one of them must be measured before
she can enter God’s Kingdom.
That prophet and his followers are told to rise and measure
the temple (Revelation 11:1). The Companion Bible says he
has a measuring reed (or measuring rod). The Anchor Bible
Commentary says the rod served as a surveyor’s rule. This
Church had a device (God’s revealed truth) like Zerubbabel’s
plummet (Zechariah 4:9-10). This was a measuring device
given by God to measure and establish the very elect and His
Work.
For more than 25 years, God has shown us that the pcg
uses His revealed truth to measure the Philadelphians. The
Laodiceans refuse to be measured.
The Philadelphians are in the inner court where God dwells.
They are being measured now. The Laodiceans are in the outer
court where God does not dwell (Revelation 3:20; 11:1-2). Still,
they are a part of God’s temple, or Church, in this end time,
even though they are lukewarm.
GOD’S HOUSE PROPHESIED
Here is another wonderful truth: It was on December 7, 2007,
when God revealed to me where the Bible prophesied that
the pcg would build God’s physical house! Such an inspiring
miracle on that day helps us remember what a miraculous day
December 7, 1989, really was—the day the pcg started—and
what a marvelous, wondrous vision the Philadelphians have.
On Thursday, December 6, 2007, I had an extremely busy
day. I was quite tired and went to bed at 10 p.m., hoping to get a
good night’s sleep. Something woke me up at about 1 a.m. After
tossing in bed for about an hour, I got up, a little depressed
because of awakening so early. It was now December 7, the
pcg’s 18th anniversary. I had jotted down a few notes about
what I wanted to speak about on the Sabbath, December 8,
when we would celebrate our anniversary. Somehow I had left
my notes at the office; this made me sadder still.
So instead of thinking about my notes, I went directly
to the Bible scriptures that were included in those notes. I
believe God was behind this chain of events, and as I read
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those scriptures I began to understand the verses in a way
that I never had before. Though I was disappointed because
I hadn’t gotten much rest, as I sat there reading in the early
hours of December 7, I became filled with excitement. I saw
some scriptures in a way I’d never seen them before. This new
understanding drove out every trace of sadness from my mind.
I was reading from the book of Zechariah.
The final verse in Zechariah 5 is thrilling. In verse 10,
Zechariah asks, Where are they taking the ephah? The answer
is in verse 11: “He said to me, ‘To the land of Shinar, to build a
house for it; and when this is prepared, they will set the ephah
down there on its base’” (Revised Standard Version).
Shinar, in this instance, is another term for Babylon.
Other Bible translations even say Babylon, instead of Shinar.
Throughout the Bible, Babylon pictures the world before
Christ’s return, the world we are living in today (Revelation
18).
Both the Philadelphian and Laodicean churches are
working in the land of Shinar, or Babylon. Shinar is mentioned
in Zechariah 5:11 for a very good reason. One woman (the
Laodiceans, found with wickedness) is “dwelling” with
Babylon. The other is doing God’s warning Work in Babylon.
According to Gesenius’ Hebrew and Chaldee Lexicon, the
word house refers to a physical structure most of the time, but
not always. Here it refers to both God’s spiritual and physical
houses. This is a prophecy about God’s spiritual house, or
Philadelphia Church, building a physical house.
One woman submitted to God’s measuring. God then led
her to build Him a physical house and do His Work.
The expression in the King James translation “set there
upon her base” is a literal Hebrew translation. The second
physical temple, built by Zerubbabel, was located on the exact
same place on which Solomon built his temple (Ezra 3:1-3).
Looking at it spiritually, we measured and built exactly
the same way Herbert W. Armstrong did. Even God’s physical
house today was patterned after the one Mr. Armstrong built
in Pasadena, California.
The Laodiceans rebelled against the way Mr. Armstrong
measured and built. The flying scroll is all about getting back
to the way he built—spiritually and physically!
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God gave the Philadelphians the honor of building His
physical house before Christ returns because they submit to
His measuring today.
You will find God’s very elect where you find God’s house.
They are the only ones building for God today. Only they are
doing God’s Work.
We have multiple buildings on our land in Edmond,
Oklahoma, and God’s truth, in a manner of speaking,
emanates from them all. But until our auditorium was
constructed, not one of these buildings was built specifically
to house God and His truth. Each was constructed for another
reason, though each is being used to further God’s Work.
Zechariah 5:11 is a prophecy about God giving His very
elect the job of constructing a building specifically intended
for His truth. God’s house is a house for the truth of God
that is being used to measure the Philadelphians currently,
but will measure the Laodiceans in the Great Tribulation.
God’s truth, the ephah, emanates from the house of God in
Edmond, and points people toward new Jerusalem, God’s
eternal house!
The Interpreter’s Bible says that a “house, that is, a temple, is
to be built for the ephah measure.” Even Bible commentaries,
to some degree, recognize that this verse is a prophecy about
a physical house being built for God’s truth. The Bible is Jesus
Christ in print. God’s truth flows out from that house. God
the Father and His Son are there in Spirit. They fellowship
with us in that house!
Barnes’ Notes says: “A house or temple was to be built for it,
for its honor and glory ….” That is the truth of God. We were
given the job of building a house for God that would declare
the honor and glory, the perfection and magnificence, of the
truth of God. What greater opportunity, or responsibility, is
there today than to build the house for God?
The Anchor Bible says the word temple, the Hebrew word
for house, is used as a “designation for a divine residence.” God
lives in this house! The truth flows from God and His house.
It is measured precisely by God Himself.
The Anchor Bible also writes about a structure “upon its
bases” and states that “most commentators take [that] to
refer to a kind of ‘base’ or ‘pedestal,’ as indeed the word is
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commonly used in the Bible (e.g., 1 Kings 7:27-43 … it is used
13 times in reference to the 10 bronze stands of the temple of
Solomon).” This is obviously referring to a physical structure.
The Companion Bible says it shall be established “for that
ephah, and it’s going to be prepared for it, and it will be set
there or fixed or settled. It relates how the base equals a
fixed resting place.” Lange’s says this house will give the
ephah a “permanent habitation.” It is to be “established and
settled on its base.” These verses clearly refer to a spiritual and
a physical house.
God’s truth is permanently housed in the auditorium on
the pcg’s land. It is the most splendid building of grandeur on
this campus by far.
We must grasp the magnitude and depth of this revelation!
We were commissioned to build a house for God’s truth. God
fellowships with us in this house, and He will continue to give
us more and more of His truth.
GOD’S HOUSE A N D N EW JERUSALEM
The Eternal has chosen Jerusalem is the most awesome vision
in the Bible (Zechariah 3:2). It is the key of David vision
expressed in a way that enhances our understanding on a
practical level.
I had not understood the depth of “THE [ETERNAL]
HATH CHOSEN JERUSALEM” before December 7, 2007. It is no
coincidence that it was on that same day that God revealed
to me the prophecy in Zechariah 5:9-11, which says the pcg
will build a house for God. WE NEED TO THINK ABOUT
WHY GOD LINKED THESE TWO TOPICS IN SUCH A WAY!
God’s house and new Jerusalem are intimately connected.
We have built a spectacular structure that points people
toward new Jerusalem and shows the world that THE
ETERNAL HAS CHOSEN JERUSALEM! The Eternal has
eternal goals. We must also have eternal goals!
We must start by looking to the city of Jerusalem today.
That is where new Jerusalem will be located.
The city of Jerusalem today is about to be altered mightily
with Christ’s imminent return. Herbert W. Armstrong College
is involved in an archaeological dig in Jerusalem. We are
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already helping to prepare, in a physical way, for Christ’s
Second Coming!
God’s goal is to get us, and this world, into new Jerusalem.
Building God’s house is a primary means of getting our minds
focused on new Jerusalem and the time when God’s Family
will be comprised of spirit beings only. The auditorium has
a message of hope for a world that is ready to crash and burn.
The splendor of that building will help millions of people to
better appreciate the glory of God and His truth!
The Laodiceans have turned their backs on God because
they lost sight of new Jerusalem. They no longer see that
the Eternal has chosen Jerusalem. We must learn from their
example and work diligently to capture the deep vision of
new Jerusalem!
The Eternal has chosen Jerusalem. Now the Eternal’s sons
must also choose Jerusalem!

Chapter 6
Only Nuclear
Bombs Bring
Repentance

Z

echariah 6, after describing God’s powerful angelic
agents (verses 1-8), gets back to the subject of God’s
temple and the return of Christ.
“And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the Lord of
hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name is The Branch; and
he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple
of the Lord: Even he shall build the temple of the Lord; and
he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne;
and he shall be a priest upon his throne: and the counsel of
peace shall be between them both. And the crowns shall be to
Helem, and to Tobijah, and to Jedaiah, and to Hen the son of
Zephaniah, for a memorial in the temple of the Lord. And they
that are far off shall come and build in the temple of the Lord,
and ye shall know that the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto
you. And this shall come to pass, if ye will diligently obey the
voice of the Lord your God” (verses 12-15).
Notice, God says “if ye will diligently obey.” You have to
prove yourself to God. You must obey the voice of the flying
scroll—the law of God, the authority of God, the government
of God.
“And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Darius, that
the word of the Lord came unto Zechariah in the fourth day
of the ninth month, even in Chisleu; When they had sent unto
the house of God Sherezer and Regem-melech, and their men,
to pray before the Lord, And to speak unto the priests which
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were in the house of the Lord of hosts, and to the prophets,
saying, Should I weep in the fifth month, separating myself, as
I have done these so many years?” (Zechariah 7:1-3).
There is weeping going on because of something wrong
with these priests and prophets in God’s house. God is concerned about this. What is going on in the world is not nearly
as important to God as what is happening in His Church.
His people are not heeding the flying scroll. We either heed
the flying scroll, or we become deceived and arrogant. “Then
came the word of the Lord of hosts unto me, saying, Speak unto
all the people of the land, and to the priests, saying, When ye
fasted and mourned in the fifth and seventh month, even those
seventy years, did ye at all fast unto me, even to me?” (verses 4-5).
Here is the Laodicean problem. Even when they fasted, it
wasn’t for God. They were selfishly motivated. And God won’t
have any of that! If they were directing their fasts toward God,
where would they be today? They would certainly know about
this flying scroll. They would be asking God to rule them, and
God would lead them to His Work!
Verse 6: “And when ye did eat, and when ye did drink, did
not ye eat for yourselves, and drink for yourselves?” When you
eat and drink, do you do it to glorify yourself or God? Here
again the Laodiceans fall short. And look where they are today.
You cannot show them their errors, because they are so selfrighteous. It will take nuclear bombs with unparalleled suffering to turn 50 percent of them around!
It will also take that nuclear holocaust to get the nations of
Israel to repent.
How dangerously self-willed human nature is!
“Should ye not hear the words which the Lord hath cried
by the former prophets, when Jerusalem was inhabited and in
prosperity, and the cities thereof round about her, when men
inhabited the south and the plain?” (verse 7). They won’t hear
the words of the former prophets, which contain prophecy for
us today. God discusses the former prophets two more times
in Zechariah, as we will see.
“Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, Execute true
judgment, and shew mercy and compassions every man to
his brother: And oppress not the widow, nor the fatherless,
the stranger, nor the poor; and let none of you imagine evil
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against his brother in your heart. But they refused to hearken,
and pulled away the shoulder, and stopped their ears, that they
should not hear” (verses 9-11).
The Laodiceans just stopped their ears. Therefore, they
cannot understand our message. They are hard, and they are
becoming even harder.
T H E GR E AT T R I BU L AT ION
“Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they
should hear the law, and the words which the Lord of hosts
hath sent in his spirit by the former prophets: therefore
came a great wrath from the Lord of hosts. Therefore it is
come to pass, that as he cried, and they would not hear; so
they cried, and I would not hear, saith the Lord of hosts”
(Zechariah 7:12-13). These former prophets have prophecy for
today. God sent His message to the Laodiceans by His Spirit.
He cried to them through the Philadelphia Church, and they
wouldn’t listen. Then when they cry in the Tribulation, God
says He won’t listen. Isn’t that fair? Isn’t that just?
“Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Let your hands be strong, ye
that hear in these days these words by the mouth of the prophets,
which were in the day that the foundation of the house of
the Lord of hosts was laid, that the temple might be built”
(Zechariah 8:9).
Many of God’s people heard all this right out of the mouth
of a prophet. Certainly we did in this end time. We heard it
right out of the mouth of Mr. Armstrong. God warns us that
there is a greater responsibility when we’ve heard somebody
say something from their own mouth. God even says many
of us heard these words when the foundation was laid. He is
very specific about the time—when Mr. Armstrong was alive.
Then from Mr. Armstrong’s work comes the works of the
Philadelphia Church and the Laodicean Church.
“But I scattered them with a whirlwind among all the
nations whom they knew not. Thus the land was desolate after
them, that no man passed through nor returned: for they laid the
pleasant land desolate” (Zechariah 7:14). There will not be a
man left to cross paths with another man! That is about a
nuclear attack. What a horrific ending.
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Zechariah 14:21 talks about spiritual Canaanites. There are
spiritual Canaanites in God’s house today. They are spiritual
pagans, spiritual Gentiles, spiritual Babylonians—just before
the “times of the Gentiles” physically (Luke 21:24). But Christ
will return to stop these “times of the Gentiles,” and God will
rid His house of the Canaanites. “In that day shall there be
upon the bells of the horses, holiness unto the Lord; and the
pots in the Lord’s house shall be like the bowls before the
altar. Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto the Lord of hosts: and all they that sacrifice shall
come and take of them, and seethe therein: and in that day
there shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of the Lord
of hosts” (Zechariah 14:20-21).

Chapter 7
The Blood Covenant

I

t is easy to be casual about the New Covenant. So Zechariah
emphasizes the covenant of blood. Christ, who was God in the
flesh, gave His own blood to make the New Covenant possible.
Without that precious blood, there would be no hope for mankind.
Zechariah was one of the temple prophets, according to
Ezra (Ezra 6:14). The main subject of the book of Zechariah
is God’s temple, which in prophetic terms is God’s Church
(Ephesians 2:19-21; 1 Corinthians 3:16; Hebrews 3:6). We can
understand Zechariah much more easily if we realize it is a
prophecy about God’s Church today.
This vision applies directly to God’s Church. We are in a
covenant with God, and if we have His law and government,
He will feed us spiritual manna, or revelation. (Of course,
being under the New Covenant, this requires the Holy Spirit
as well.) It should be clear to all of those in the Church that
God is sending us that manna. We also have been given a
great deal of precious new revelation from God.
No other church on this Earth receives spiritual manna or
new revelation from God! All you have to do is read and study
the writings of Herbert W. Armstrong and me to prove what I
say. It is that simple. In these writings you will find the most
astounding new revelations ever received in God’s true Church!
Zechariah also talks about God’s covenant with His
Church. Chapters 9 through 11 of Zechariah discuss a special
covenant—a “blood” covenant.
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‘THE BLOOD OF TH Y COV ENA N T’
“As for thee also, by the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth
thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water” (Zechariah
9:11). If you check the Hebrew, God (through Zechariah) is
talking about what could be termed a blood covenant.
We need to understand our spiritual condition apart from
God. We are prisoners of Satan in a dark pit without any water!
(Water is a type of God’s Spirit.) This is the normal condition
of man without God’s Holy Spirit.
Unless we have and use God’s Holy Spirit, we are prisoners
of Satan in a dark pit without any water! What horrifying
darkness. God vividly describes our hopeless and terrifying
spiritual condition without the use of His powerful Spirit!
Remember that frightening and despicable description of
those in captivity to Satan.
It takes the power of God’s Spirit to bring us out of the
spiritual pit. That Spirit keeps us focused on the bloody price
paid so we could enter into the New Covenant. We must view
Christ’s sacrifice as God does. Only God’s Spirit makes that
possible. Then God’s spiritual food, including new revelation,
flows into God’s true Church.
It took Christ’s blood and the Spirit of God to get us out of
a stifling, dark dungeon. It can happen only if we enter into
the New Covenant with God.
If we are doing our part, God says He will bring us out
of the pit where there is no water. Because He has made this
blood covenant with us, we don’t have to be where there is no
water, no food, no revelation.
We made a covenant with God. And the reason we are able
to understand God’s truth is because Christ died. He suffered
a savage butchery to make it possible for us to be able to keep
all the conditions of the New Covenant, and to enter into it
at His Second Coming. That’s the price of that covenant. God
will never break His part of the covenant. He has already spent
the blood of His Son to show His total commitment. Jesus
Christ spilled His blood to let mankind know the depth of
God’s indescribable love for each one of us.
What does it take to give us the opportunity to enter
that covenant? Would the blood of bulls and goats make

The Blood Covenant

69

it possible? Absolutely not—it took the blood of God in
the flesh to make it possible for us to enter into the New
Covenant! We must never forget that: The ultimate price was
paid so we could enter this covenant!
Why can’t we enter the New Covenant until Christ returns?
Because men can fail. God made the Old Covenant with the
people of Israel, and they didn’t keep their part of it. So now
God says, I’m going to make you do what I command first, and
then you’ll enter the covenant. He wants to see how much we
love it first. So we are keeping the conditions of that covenant
to assure that it is consummated by God.
But we must never forget about the blood of that covenant.
Always remember the ultimate price God paid to even make
that covenant possible! His blood was given to pay for our sins.
Only God, who is greater than His creation, could pay the
penalty for our sins. Sin always exacts a penalty. This was the
only way that we could be born into God’s Family and receive
eternal life.
Zechariah is emphasizing the blood so we don’t forget. This
covenant is the crowning glory of mankind. And how could
God have given more to make it possible?
What a price had to be paid for our sins—the brutal,
savage beating and death of God in the flesh! What love God
has for man! Without that sacrifice, man’s only choice would
be to face the blackness of death forever!
Do you really understand what that means? You need to
ponder these words carefully.
Angels were never offered such a priceless opportunity.
Only men and women can become sons of God.
What a glorious gift! And what a dangerous risk God took
to make it all possible. One sin and Christ would have been
lost forever—and so would we!
Thankfully, His blood was from a perfect sacrifice. Now we
have the unparalleled opportunity to be born into God’s Family.
We should thank God daily for that intensely brutal and bloody
sacrifice for our sins—without it there would be no covenant.
When we were baptized, we covenanted with God that
we would be willing to give up our own life—our blood—if
it was required (Luke 14:25-26). This is also a small part of
the reason it is a covenant of blood. We too must have a total
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commitment to this majestic covenant with God—even to the
point of shedding our blood.
V I C T O R Y T H R O U G H WA R FA R E
“Turn you to the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope: even
to day do I declare that I will render double unto thee”
(Zechariah 9:12). That’s what God’s people are when He makes
this New Covenant with them—“prisoners of hope”! This is a
living covenant, and as far as God is concerned, it is absolute
and sure. What hope that gives us! We never have to worry
about God wanting to rewrite the covenant.
The word turn in the Hebrew is actually return. God is
primarily talking to the Laodiceans—those saints who had His
Spirit and still turned away. God is warning them to return to
the stronghold. He wants to give them a double reward, along
with all the rest of the firstfruits. But to receive that, they must
meet the conditions of the covenant. Essentially Christ is
saying, I spilled my blood for this covenant—now what are you
going to do for it?
Verse 13 is all about a military war—spiritually. Being a
Christian is warfare—the most difficult warfare you could
ever fight. The only way we will ever attain victory is through
a lot of conflict. This isn’t an easy covenant to be a part of.
That is why we lose people from time to time. War always
results in casualties.
But victory in this war comes with stupendous rewards.
Qualifying in God’s true Church today, when only the little
flock of God’s firstfruits is called, will bring a DOUBLE
REWARD (verse 12)—the greatest honor we could ever receive.
“And the Lord their God shall save them in that day as the flock
of his people: for they shall be as the stones of a crown, lifted up
as an ensign upon his land” (verse 16). This is our future: We
will be like glittering stones in God’s crown. He will lift us up
so the whole world can see us! We will be an ensign, or sign—
we will be the standard-bearers. And God will tell everyone
to hear our teaching about how to keep the conditions of and
enter into the New Covenant. What an honor that will be!
“Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain; so the
Lord shall make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain,
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to every one grass in the field” (Zechariah 10:1). Again we are
reminded of the rain, or water—a type of God’s Spirit. If we
are going to prosper spiritually, we must use God’s Spirit. We
must continually look to God for spiritual power to conquer
Satan, this world and our own human nature. Otherwise we
become prisoners in a waterless pit. We descend into human
reasoning. Then we have trouble understanding why we must
experience “much tribulation.” In this covenant of blood, we
must have some fiery trials to qualify for such exalted offices.
Zechariah 10:1 also talks about all the abundance and
prosperity, the growth of good crops, that God will give His
people—physically and spiritually. God does bless those who
obey Him. Today people don’t believe that, and behave as
though God is anemic and can’t, or won’t, do anything like
that for them.
“Mine anger was kindled against the shepherds, and I
punished the goats: for the Lord of hosts hath visited his flock
the house of Judah, and hath made them as his goodly horse in
the battle” (verse 3). Two groups are talked about in this verse.
First are the shepherds who are actually hardheaded goats—
speaking of the Laodicean ministry in God’s own Church.
Second are the spiritual Jews whom God has made a goodly
horse in battle, or a majestic warhorse. We really are in a war,
and God has empowered His covenant people by His Holy
Spirit to be a majestic warhorse.
S P I R I T UA L J E W S
“Thus saith the Lord of hosts; In those days it shall come
to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of
the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a
[spiritual] Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard
that God is with you” (Zechariah 8:23).
What a beautiful picture this is for God’s very elect.
Remember, we are spiritual Jews (Revelation 3:9). Think of
the awesome demand for teachers there will be in a very few
years. People will have had enough suffering and misery in
this world. They will be hanging on these teachers, asking
to be taught about the New Covenant, and about the blood
of the covenant. Ten men—10 heads of household, 10
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families—will be greatly impacted by coming up to one
spiritual Jew.
Can you imagine the colossal crisis there would be if God
had not prepared teachers for those people? It would be like
erecting gigantic school buildings for thousands of students
and then having no teachers for them!
We must never forget why we are called now. God is
offering us the most lofty offices for all eternity!
Consider what this means for us today. When Ezra and
Nehemiah built the temple, they built the altar first. That
symbolizes the fact that God builds His ministry before calling
the people into the temple. The firstfruits will be God’s kingpriests—His altar for all eternity. So today God is building
His altar, before He builds His temple in the World Tomorrow.
We need to be getting ready, because many will emerge from
the worst suffering this world has ever known, and they will
need to be taught. After experiencing nuclear, chemical
and biological warfare, they will realize their need for true
education. There will need to be spiritual Jews right there to
teach them.
This is what Mr. Armstrong at the end of his life was
trying to get the Church to understand: that we are here to be
teachers. That is the only reason we are called today—and 95
percent of God’s people don’t understand their calling!
True, our calling is not easy. But considering how much
God is going to give us, could it be otherwise? Was it easy for
Christ to offer His bloody sacrifice in order to make it possible
to bring mankind into His Family? He endured the hardest
thing He ever had to do and probably will ever have to do. And
the Father suffered even more as He put His Son through that.
They went all out—and the blood of God in the flesh was
spilled on this Earth. After all they have done, can we endure
some hardship to fulfill the job God is offering us?
‘I W ILL SOW THEM’
“And I will sow them among the people: and they shall
remember me in far countries; and they shall live with their
children, and turn again” (Zechariah 10:9). God will sow the
Laodiceans in far countries during the Tribulation. Half of
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them will “turn again” to God—realizing what they almost lost.
But what makes this verse so inspiring is the fact that God
is in control of the situation. He says, “I will sow them.” Why
does a farmer sow seed? So he can have a harvest! God sows the
Laodiceans.
They will quickly realize what they have done and will
begin to turn to God and tell everyone about the blood of His
covenant! They will say to themselves and others, Christ died—
and if I have to die, I’m ready to die too. And that is what they
will have to do—spill their blood in a far country—because
they wouldn’t listen to the message of the covenant today.
How much better to repent now! How much better to repent
in America and Britain and the other countries of Israel, rather
than in Iran and Germany and Egypt during the Tribulation!
God will actually sow them in foreign countries so they can
teach the Gentiles. Even as the Gentiles threaten to kill them,
they will say, Go ahead—but I’m telling you what’s coming! God’s
message will be taught all over the world by the Laodiceans!
Isn’t that amazing? God sows them so He can reap a harvest.
And notice—verse 9 says they will live “with their children.”
God extends a special blessing and protection to their children.
The repentant Laodiceans’ children will live into the Millennium.
They are going to need this inspiring vision in the midst of
that captivity. Of course, the tragedy is that they led their
children into the Tribulation because they wouldn’t listen to
God’s message today.
“I will bring them again also out of the land of Egypt …”
(verse 10). Coming out of Egypt is a type of coming out of
this world. Spiritually, God must bring the Laodiceans out of
Egypt a second time.
“Open thy doors, O Lebanon, that the fire may devour thy
cedars. Howl, fir tree; for the cedar is fallen …” (Zechariah
11:1-2). Soncino’s Commentary says that Solomon’s temple and
Zerubbabel’s temple were both constructed largely from
cedars of Lebanon, the biblical king of trees. So this verse
is also talking about God’s temple. In the temple today are
some lofty and stately people whom God elevated to the very
top—but who have since fallen. God is trying to give them a
picture: The Laodiceans are like these magnificent, but fallen,
cedars. God’s kings and priests in embryo have fallen!
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Mr. Armstrong had several cedars of Lebanon on the
Bricket Wood and Pasadena campuses of Ambassador College.
We have some smaller weeping cedars on our campus. Perhaps
God has a message to send us through these trees about who
we are and how He views us—as stately cedars! We are kings
and priests of the Earth! And how intensely tragic when a
godly leader—a king priest—falls!
The “fire” devours these cedars. They are going into the fiery
Tribulation. Only repenting now can change that outcome.
THREE SHEPHER DS
“And I will feed the flock of slaughter, even you, O poor of the
flock. And I took unto me two staves; the one I called Beauty,
and the other I called Bands [or binders]; and I fed the flock”
(Zechariah 11:7).
The commentaries and many Bible scholars are extremely
confused about this verse! What is the “flock of slaughter”?
The Laodiceans are destined to be slaughtered physically, and
50 percent of them will be lost forever. We’re giving them
a message from God today, and they refuse to hear it! It’s
not that they cannot understand—they simply will not! Our
number two commission, after warning the world, is to help
Christ save the Laodiceans today.
This “flock of slaughter” will have to shed their blood for
God as He did for them. They failed to conquer Satan before
the Tribulation. But during the Tribulation, 50 percent of
them will overcome “him [Satan] by the blood of the Lamb”
(Revelation 12:11).
Finally this “flock of slaughter” will understand Christ
was the sacrificial Lamb, who had to experience a bloody
slaughter so they could be in God’s Family forever. God
commands them to get their minds off themselves and
material things (Revelation 3:14-17), and on the blood of the
New Covenant. Then they will allow Christ to live in them
(Philippians 2:5)—again.
God makes the Laodiceans shed their blood because they
took Christ’s blood sacrifice casually. In the Tribulation, many of
them will repent and thank God for the precious price that was
paid for their sins. Then they will take sin much more seriously.
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The Scriptures indicate that all of the Laodiceans must give
their blood to prove that they really understand the covenant
of blood this time.
What a “flock of slaughter” they will become. Let the
Laodiceans beware!
We must continually remind ourselves that the blood of
God in the flesh was required to pay for our sins! It is a deadly
sin to forget that awesome truth.
God warns all of His people to warn the nations of Israel or
be guilty of their blood (Ezekiel 33:6-7). The Laodiceans failed
and are guilty. They have to pay with their own blood. That is
God’s justice.
That verse also refers to “two staves”—one of beauty, speaking
of God’s favor and protection—the other of “bands,” speaking of
the unity, or union, we ought to have in God’s Family. We are all
a part of that blood covenant, and we should be unified. Like the
people in Ezra’s time, we should be “as one man” (Ezra 3:1). That
is the kind of unity God’s Family must have!
Think about it: In God’s Kingdom, as people are seeking
to be taught by the spiritual Jews, they are not going to have
different leaders giving them different versions of God’s
truth. God’s leaders then will be “as one man”! They will all
be keeping the conditions of that New Covenant. The New
Covenant binds us to God, with the Ten Commandments, the
government of God, and the spiritual manna.
“Three shepherds also I cut off in one month; and
my soul lothed them, and their soul also abhorred me”
(Zechariah 11:8). These are people who knew God and then
were cut off! What a strong, mutual feeling between God and
these sinners! Of course, God hates sin and not sinners—but
if they don’t repent, these men become the embodiment of sin!
Who are these shepherds? The commentaries don’t know.
I believe this must be the same “three shepherds”—a mother
church and two larger breakaway Laodicean churches—that
I wrote about in the Hosea booklet (request your free copy).
Hosea dealt with a whorish mother and two illegitimate
children (read Hosea 1:1-9; only the first of the three children
was Hosea’s—a type of the very elect today; the other two
were illegitimate). God says in Zechariah that He will simply
cut these three off in a month.
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It is interesting that about “one month” passed between my
getting fired from the wcg and our sending out the first copies of
Malachi’s Message. There were a number of ministers discussing
what to do about the changes in the Church at that time; two
other major groups were about to form. God says that when His
revelation got out to the Church, He cut them off! They knew
about Malachi’s Message—they were there. But they scorned
it, and God cut them off. Revelation 11:1-2 say that He cast out
those who would not be measured—those three shepherds and
their followers. And they will be cast into the Tribulation.
What happens when God gives revelation? Either you
follow it, or you are cut off. Look at the Laodiceans! They
are not being fed, as they were when Mr. Armstrong was on
the scene. They have been cut off!
“Then said I, I will not feed you: that that dieth, let
it die; and that that is to be cut off, let it be cut off; and let
the rest eat every one the flesh of another” (Zechariah 11:9).
The Laodiceans aren’t being fed. There isn’t any reason why
people should leave God and break the conditions of the New
Covenant, unless they’re in a rebellious mode of thinking. God
can’t feed someone who is violating the terms of that covenant!
BR E A K I NG THE COV ENA N T
“And I took my staff, even Beauty, and cut it asunder, that I
might break my covenant which I had made with all the
people” (Zechariah 11:10). God broke the covenant, because
the people rebelled!
The Anchor Bible renders the last word in verse 10 “peoples,”
calling it “the unexpected plural.” Commentaries can’t see
why God uses the plural there. The reason is, God has peoples
all over the Earth in the true Church today—many ethnic
and racial variations who are spiritual Jews. Race or ethnicity
make no difference to God—only that we all become spiritual
Jews! Jesus Christ died for the world (John 3:16). He is no
respecter of persons.
Remember, the flying scroll in Zechariah 5 points us
back to the cherubim in the holy of holies. Their wings were
outstretched over the ark of the covenant, as if to say they
are protecting and guarding the covenant people—those
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who keep the Ten Commandments and submit to God’s
government and are fed spiritual manna. We are truly taken
care of, as long as we uphold our end of the covenant.
“And it [the covenant] was broken in that day: and so the
poor of the flock that waited upon me knew that it was the
word of the Lord” (Zechariah 11:11). This verse is talking
about the faithful Philadelphian remnant—the poor, humble
people who wait on God. Many people scorn them as nobodies,
almost as if they had leprosy! But they are the only ones
keeping the conditions of the covenant! At this point they are
the only ones willing to shed their blood for the covenant.
They WAIT on God no matter what the cost.
Can we wait on God? Can we humble ourselves enough to
realize that we are nobody, and just wait on God? He is giving
us everything!
T H I R T Y P I E C E S O F S I LV E R
Notice carefully this next passage.
“And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price;
and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces
of silver” (Zechariah 11:12). That is the same amount Judas
Iscariot was paid for betraying Christ (Matthew 26:15; 27:3).
“And the Lord said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a
goodly price that I was prised at of them …” (Zechariah
11:13). Notice what is happening here! Christ is taking this
personally. He was betrayed for 30 pieces of silver!
“ … And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them
to the potter in the house of the Lord. Then I cut asunder
mine other staff, even Bands [binders], that I might break the
brotherhood between Judah [the spiritual Jews] and Israel [the
Laodiceans—spiritual Israel]. And the Lord said unto me, Take
unto thee yet the instruments of a foolish shepherd. For, lo, I
will raise up a shepherd in the land, which shall not visit those
that be cut off, neither shall seek the young one, nor heal that
that is broken, nor feed that that standeth still: but he shall eat
the flesh of the fat, and tear their claws in pieces” (verses 13-16).
Who could these verses be about? Who is the “foolish
shepherd”? This is talking about one man, and the damage he
caused God’s Church in this end time—and the destruction
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awaiting him for that! He sold out for 30 pieces of silver like
Judas, and then he ripped apart and shredded God’s own
Church. Does this remind you of 2 Thessalonians 2, where
a second “son of perdition” is mentioned? (verse 3)—a man
who is destroying God’s Church? He is the son of destruction!
Like Judas, the first son of perdition, he betrayed Christ! He
is not a shepherd who neglected the flock—he is a shepherd
who destroyed the flock and suppressed God’s truth. (That
evil spirit was demonstrated in our court battle with the
Worldwide Church of God. Request our free booklet on
Habakkuk for more information.) Still, the Laodicean groups
don’t understand this evil work because they are blind.
They betrayed Christ for money and things. They betrayed
Christ, who gave His blood so we could enter this New
Covenant! Like Judas, they act very religious! Judas had the gall
to actually kiss Christ! Acting religious will earn us nothing but
damnation if we are betraying Christ at the same time.
One final note on this passage. Look again at Zechariah
11:14, about breaking the brotherhood between Judah and
Israel. Of course, that is spiritual, in the context of the Church.
But I believe it may also apply on a physical level to America
and the nation called Israel, or biblical Judah today.
A survey taken in the Arab world said that the number one
reason the people hate America is because it supports Israel.
Our will is deteriorating rapidly. Is it possible that Americans
will begin to think, Why are we making ourselves such a target
over that little country? This could be a prophecy of a rift
between these two countries—one that would leave Judah very
alone, just before half of Jerusalem is taken over by the Arabs.1
E N D -T I M E J E W I S H N A T I O N P R O P H E S I E D
Hitler tried to exterminate the Jews in Europe. Six million of
them were killed during World War ii. This helped the Jews
to gain some sympathy with the United Nations, which led to
their country being established in 1948. But it ignited a short
war with the Arabs, which the Jews won. This war sealed the
1 This chapter was first written in 2004, long before America’s recent
break with the Jewish country in the Middle East.
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establishing of their nation.
Let’s look at an amazing prophecy.
“In that day will I make the governors of Judah like an hearth
of fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf; and
they shall devour all the people round about, on the right hand
and on the left: and Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her
own place, even in Jerusalem” (Zechariah 12:6). “In that day”
always refers to the end time, which we are living in today. All
of Jerusalem was inhabited again by the conquering Jews after
the 1967 war with the Arabs. The Jews became a “fire among
the wood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf” in the Middle
East! That means God was giving them their victories.
Most of the Jews have forgotten that God gave them their
nation and their military victories. It was prophesied!
They have since given themselves over to abominable sins
and deserted God (Daniel 9:13-14; Leviticus 26:19-20).
Now they are retreating in ignominy and being humiliated. It will end with the Jews being conquered, but not by the
Arabs. (Request our free booklet The King of the South.) That
defeat is to last only for a short 3½ years. Then the Messiah is
coming to free them. Jerusalem will once again become “like a
torch of fire in a sheaf.” This time it will last forever!
“In that day will I make the governors of Judah like an
hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire in a
sheaf; and they shall devour all the people round about, on
the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her own place, even in Jerusalem. The Lord
also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the
house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem
do not magnify themselves against Judah. In that day shall
the Lord defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that
is feeble among them at that day shall be as David; and the
house of David shall be as God, as the angel of the Lord before
them” (Zechariah 12:6-8). The world will then be ruled by the
Messiah. Jerusalem will be the capital of the world.
“And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to
destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem” (verse 9).
God will destroy all the enemies of Jerusalem and Israel until
there are none left! Then the world will be filled with peace,
joy and abundance.

Chapter 8
Jerusalem
Violence Triggers
Christ’s Return!

“B

ehold, the day of the Lord cometh, and thy spoil shall
be divided in the midst of thee. For I will gather all
nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall
be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and
half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of
the people shall not be cut off from the city” (Zechariah 14:1-2).
This prophecy revolves around the Day of the Lord.
Christ prophesied that He would “gather all nations” to
battle Him in Jerusalem. Then He makes what might appear to
be a strange statement. One half of Jerusalem is to be taken
captive. That crisis triggers a series of events that leads to
the return of Jesus Christ! One half of Jerusalem being taken
captive is like the first domino to fall, leading to Christ’s
return and the battle against all nations in Jerusalem! It all
begins and ends in Jerusalem. But what a glorious end!
Let’s take a look at the crisis to follow the capture of one
half of Jerusalem.
J E WS’ P OS SE S SI O N O F J E RUS A L E M P RO P H E SI E D
Israel was established as a nation in 1948. This was a powerful
fulfillment of Bible prophecy. The Jews are prophesied to LOSE
Jerusalem and the rest of their land in the latter days. How
could this happen if they weren’t first given that land from the
great God? Any Bible scholar should be able to see that.
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At that time, the Jews only controlled half of Jerusalem.
The Arabs controlled East Jerusalem. But in 1967, war broke
out between the Arabs and the Jews. The Jews were victorious
and gained control of all Jerusalem.
Bible prophecy shows us that the Jews had to conquer
East Jerusalem so they could then lose it as prophesied in
Zechariah 14! Even the Jews’ conquering of East Jerusalem was
an astounding fulfillment of Bible prophecy! The Zechariah
14:2 prophecy clearly shows that the Jews had to get control of
all Jerusalem between 1948 and Christ’s Second Coming!
So the prophecy in Zechariah 14:1-2, which has not yet been
fulfilled, has to happen between 1967 and the Great Tribulation.
Jerusalem is going to be totally captured in the Tribulation.
Many prophecies tell us that (e.g. Revelation 11:1-3).
Today the Arabs live in roughly one half of Jerusalem. They
just don’t control it—yet.
When such a crisis occurs, the Jews couldn’t effectively drop
bombs, especially nuclear bombs, on one half of their own city.
God gave all Jerusalem to the Jews, and because of their
sins He is going to give their country over to the enemy. How
many fulfilled prophecies and miracles do they have to see
before they turn to God?
The Jews are looking to men—not God—to bring them
peace. That reality is vividly explained in our free booklet
Jerusalem in Prophecy.
Can you and I believe God and all of these spectacular
prophecies? Christ gave all Jerusalem to the Jews so prophecy
could be fulfilled. So just a little faith tells us that the
prophecy about the Jews losing half of Jerusalem will also be
fulfilled.
God’s prophetic Word is 100 percent reliable. His reputation
is on the line. His Word never fails.
Note the big overview Zechariah gives us. There are three
phases to this crisis. Zechariah starts at the Second Coming
of Christ, the third phase, and works his way backward
chronologically.
The verse starts with Christ conquering the European and
Asian powers that are gathered together for battle. Then there
is a semicolon, which means all these events in verse 2 are
linked and closely associated.
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The first semicolon introduces the second phase of this
violent time. The city shall be taken, houses rifled and women
ravished. This is when the king of the north (Europe) conquers
the whole city of Jerusalem (also America and Britain), shortly
after he conquers the king of the south (Daniel 11:40-41).
Then there is another semicolon. This is the first phase,
when half of Jerusalem goes into captivity—suggesting some
violence in the process. (This sequence of events is explained
in our booklet History and Prophecy of the Middle East.) This
first phase could happen at any time. The Palestinians, backed
by Iran, will almost certainly do this violent deed.
So why are these three events so closely linked? I believe
there is only one logical answer: The fall of half of
Jerusalem triggers a violent and massive chain reaction that
leads to Christ’s Second Coming.
“Then shall the Lord go forth, and fight against those
nations, as when he fought in the day of battle. And his feet
shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is
before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall
cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the
west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the
mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward
the south” (Zechariah 14:3-4). One half of Jerusalem being
captured is connected to other events that lead directly to the
spectacular return of Jesus Christ!
JERUSALEM I N CR ISIS
In Zechariah 14:2, God says, “I will gather all nations against
Jerusalem.” The next statement is about the capture of half the
city. So God begins to gather all nations, beginning with half of
Jerusalem falling to the Arabs. That event TRIGGERS a series of
events that lead to Christ’s battle in Jerusalem!
Christianity, Judaism and Islam all have an intense interest
in Jerusalem. That city is the third-holiest site to Muslims. It is
the most holy city for the Jews. So-called Christians consider
it their first or second holiest city. In the end, it will bring
disaster to all three religions. “And in that day will I make
Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden
themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people
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of the earth be gathered together against it” (Zechariah 12:3).
Even today the United Nations is burdened down with
Jerusalem. Those nations that burden themselves with that
city are going to be “cut in pieces.” Instead of trusting God for
a solution, they trust men.
Because of its past and future, Christ has more interest in
that city than any other city on Earth. Christ died there. He
and His Father are going to rule the Earth and the universe
from there.
Many leaders today are asking for Jerusalem to be made
into an internat ional city. Even more leaders are discussing
that subject now because of the present crises. (Request a free
copy of our booklet Jerusalem in Prophecy.)
Are the Jews about to invite in a peace-keeping force?
Could that be their deadliest mistake of all? Again, they will
be trusting men and not God.
A R MIES I N JERUSALEM
“And at the time of the end shall the king of the south push
at him: and the king of the north shall come against him like
a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and with
many ships; and he shall enter into the countries, and shall
overflow and pass over” (Daniel 11:40). The king of the south,
led by Iran, is going to push at the king of the north. (This is
explained in our free booklet The King of the South.)
Will that “push” be over Jerusalem? It could involve oil,
since Europe is very dependent on Middle East oil. But the
clash appears to be over Jerusalem. Could the battle be over an
international peace-keeping force for Jerusalem?
“He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many
countries shall be overthrown: but these shall escape out of
his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children
of Ammon” (verse 41). After the king of the north (a European
army) wins, the army “enters” the glorious land, Jerusalem.
The Hebrew word for “enters” indicates a peaceful entry,
not a forced, military entrance. This European force apparently
enters to keep peace in Jerusalem at the Jews’ request. It leads
to perhaps the biggest double cross in history, detailed in
Ezekiel 23.
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These developments will trigger another chain of violent
events. It looks like the world is about to have peace. Suddenly,
in a moment, the Great Tribulation begins—the worst time of
suffering ever on Earth. Judea, America and Britain all fall
together (Hosea 5:5).
God’s very elect will escape all this violence. “And when
ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know
that the desolation thereof is nigh. Then let them which are
in Judaea flee to the mountains; and let them which are in
the midst of it depart out; and let not them that are in the
countries enter thereinto” (Luke 21:20-21). This army is the
king of the north, or the abomination that makes desolate—
not an Arab army.
Why is this European army surrounding Jerusalem?
This army has just conquered the king of the south and is
probably there to keep “peace” in Jerusalem—to make it an
international city. But God’s people understand Bible prophecy
and what is really going to occur. They recognize this as a sign
to flee. So they flee to a place of safety (Revelation 12:14). They
remain there during the Tribulation and the Day of the Lord.
The king of the north conquering so much of the Earth
greatly disturbs the Asiatic millions in Russia, China and
probably Japan. Great destruction is about to lead to greater
destruction.
“He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many
countries shall be overthrown: but these shall escape out of
his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the chil
dren of Ammon. … But tidings out of the east and out of the
north shall trouble him: therefore he shall go forth with great
fury to destroy, and utterly to make away many” (Daniel 11:41,
44). Tidings out of the northeast trouble the king of the north,
who then decides to attack first.
The religious head then moves to Jerusalem. “And he shall
plant the tabern acles of his palace between the seas in the
glorious holy mountain; yet he shall come to his end, and
none shall help him” (verse 45). This move may be done for
protection. But it is also probably done for religious reasons.
Nothing is going to stop the Asiatic army of 200,000,000—
that’s 200 million soldiers! (Revelation 9:16). Only Russia and
China could amass such a gigantic army.
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God is going to dry up the Tigris and the Euphrates rivers.
Massive armies shall flow into the Middle East and Europe—
heading toward Jerusalem.
That will make it very difficult for the European army to use
nuclear power. It doesn’t make much sense to bomb yourselves.
“And he gathered them together into a place called in the
Hebrew tongue Armageddon” (Revelation 16:16). God will
gather them into the plain of Megiddo. Armageddon means
armed Megiddo.
There will only be two real military powers left at that
time—the king of the north and the Russia-China axis. They
will meet and prepare to clash in the plain of Megiddo, located
today in northern Judah (or the nation called Israel), where
there is a huge air base and a gigantic area to assemble armies.
Great military strategists will think they are making all
these plans. They are wrong. The supreme military strategist
behind all this is God!
FIGHTING CHRIST
This event in Megiddo leads to another chain reaction. These
armies from Europe and Asia will, in fact, gather there to fight.
But then they will receive the shock of their lives! They will
see something that changes their entire goal in this war:
Jesus Christ returning to Jerusalem. Then these two massive
armies, which are about to fight each other, actually join
forces and go to Jerusalem to fight Christ!
“For, behold, in those days, and in that time … I shall bring
again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem” (Joel 3:1). By this
point, the Jews in the Middle East will have been conquered.
Why does the Prophet Joel discuss “Judah and Jerusalem”?
Judah is only one tribe of Israel. Joel was also referring
primarily to two other nations of Israel. That is why he included
Jerusalem—a type of the powerful nations of Israel in this end
time, specifically America and Britain. By the time this prophecy
is fulfilled, those two formerly great nations will be in captivity!
“I will also gather all nations, and will bring them down
into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them there
for my people and for my heritage Israel, whom they have
scattered among the nations, and parted my land” (verse 2).
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God says, “I will … gather all nations.” This is the same
language used in Zechariah 14:2. It all STARTED with one
half of Jerusalem being captured!
The battle involving “all nations” will take place in the valley
of Jehoshaphat! This deep valley, or ravine, borders Jerusalem
on the east, between the city and the Mount of Olives. Today it
is more commonly known as the Kidron Valley.
Jehoshaphat means “judgment of the Eternal.” The
rebellious and unrepentant nations of this world will be
judged there by God for their disobedience!
The world’s armies will converge on Jerusalem to fight
Jesus Christ. He will not go north to Armageddon to fight
them; they will march south to engage Him!
The ensuing confrontation is called “the battle of that great
day of God Almighty” (Revelation 16:14). It is not the “battle of
Armageddon” as many assume. That is because it will not take
place at Armageddon!
Zechariah 14:12-13 graphically describe this supernatural
confrontation at Jerusalem with the world’s armies. They will
turn against each other in mistrust and fear as their very flesh
decomposes and their eyes cease to see!
The blood will flow up to the horses’ bridles. “And the
angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the
vine of the earth, and cast it into the great winepress of the
wrath of God. And the winepress was trodden without the
city, and blood came out of the winepress, even unto the horse
bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hundred furlongs”
(Revelation 14:19-20). The length of 1,600 furlongs is about 200
miles. The Valley of Jehoshaphat is going to become a river of
blood, roughly 4 feet deep and 200 miles long! That is almost
too much blood to even imagine. However, the Asiatic armies
alone have 200 million soldiers.
This is how God will “plead with them”—in the only
language they understand!
Just the mention of these prophec ies ought to frighten
men into repent ance. But men have no idea of how hard and
rebellious they are!
If you and I don’t hear His words today, we have a bloody
future also. But God promises to protect us if we back and
support His Work.
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Men work to have peace and always get war. Only God
knows the way of peace. You can always trust Him. That is
the lesson all this bloody violence is going to teach mankind!
Armies have fought to gain control of Jerusalem for
thousands of years. But they never rule that city for long. God
has chosen Jerusalem. He did not choose London, New York
City, Paris or Moscow. He chose Jerusalem.
That is the city from which Christ will soon rule the Earth.
And that is the city from which the Father will rule the
universe with His Family. Jerusalem is going to become the
capital of the universe. No city in the universe will ever be
close to it in beauty and importance!
Satan knows the future of Jerusalem. That is why he has
made it the bloodiest city on Earth. He hates to even think
about the fabulous future of Jerusalem. Why? Because he has
no part in it!
It is time that mankind learns about Jerusalem, the majestic
city God has chosen.
“And he shall pass over to his strong hold for fear, and his
princes shall be afraid of the ensign, saith the Lord, whose fire
is in Zion, and his furnace in Jerusalem” (Isaiah 31:9). Christ’s
fiery furnace is in Jerusalem! This is where God is going to
refine His created Family.
Christ will establish His government there. Global peace
will break out!
What looks so gloomy and dark in Jerusalem is almost ready
to start this chain reaction. It leads to the greatest event ever
to occur in the history not just of this Earth, but the greatest
event ever in the history of the universe—the return of Jesus
Christ! Thank God that glorious event is about to explode on
this planet!
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